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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION 


pAi-MiAii oreiipicg a Bomcwhnl unimio position 
among tlio (liAlnclK of Ucngal It in tlic j'oungost 
(liRtncl III llio proimcc Iiaiihg been part of the 
I olinnlngn ilislriel until 1802 and it has licen 
clinmcteri7c(l an the ilncRt anil prolmblj the poorest 
(lifitrict 111 IkiiIi Ringnl and Ijistern Bengal Five 
dislricls onU mirpnss il in on the other hand 

onh three dislrii.t 5 lm\e feui r inhabitants and 
iiovihere eM-epi in Angid is (be deiisiti of population 
so small I IbnnlogirnlU it is a kind of neutral 
ground Iwturn the traits whirb still form the home 
of alioriginnl trilies and Ibnse inhabited bj people of 
• Anandeseent Us^plc their manners mistoms and 
land tenures are difftrent both from those of Cliota 
Nagpur proper and from tliaso of Bihar Phjsicallj 
It is a land of lull and jungle intersperseil with 
pictiiresniie lalleis and rniines which to the north 
merge into a le\ol plain along the banks of the 
It IS one of the most lieaiitifiil districts in the province 
and a countn winch w ins the affections of cverj ofTicer 
who senes in it 

The account conlaincil in this lolumc lina been 
compiled mninh fnim tbo Statistical Account of 
Bengal Vol \VI bj Sir W W Iluntor from the 
Reports on tbo Settlement of the Government Bstato 
by Jlr I R Forlxa and Mr D 11 E Sunder and 
from materials supplied bj the local officers 
I desfro also to acknowledge gratefully the road} and 
cordial assistance given bv Mr F F Ljnll i c 8 
who has kindly roviscd the proofs and made many 
valuable additions and to express my thankg to 
Mr 1 S Maepherson, ice for his cnroful and 
hearty co-operation 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 


The flmt edition of the Pnlftmau District 
Gnrcttccr bcinj' out of print, nnd n quantity of fresh 
information hatnng liccomo nvailnhlo as the result of 
the suncj and Fcttlement nnd of the two censuses 
of the population (lint hn\c taken place since the first 
edition trns issucil in 1007 it has been decided to 
rot ISO as well ns reprint the hook The second edition 
has been prepared on the same lines ns the first but 
certain statistical information is now given in tables 
at the end of tlic Gnrcttecr itself wliicli was pronousU 
relegated to a sopnmtc volume 

I am mucli indebted to Mr J P J Dimes i c B 
Deput) Commissioner of Painmnu for the assistance 
he has rendilj given in the preparation of this 
edition 
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CAznTTni:!^ 


Ol TIIC 

PALAMAU DISTRICT 


CHAPTEn I 


PIIY6ICAU ASPECTS 

Tun Hi irirj of *t)i» li h m ific x^c i Otmtt 

Cf»m r of tlw <1 34 ' a"! ur *1 j\» t' ti Ij*- I***! \ an ! ‘ * rtjrnny 

21 TJ t> llh h!l(o V jtiJ U li?* II I fln 1 ^ r-ii 1 I ti;;j 
laV II roMiiifi an ot<-> if 1 ‘If* pnn' mil « fiiil rv 
fni^ylalioti arxMtdtu;: In tli«' ft-riMii rf JU-I (f T^^ '*^1 ^ 

|*»i»jnM 1 lio ( nnr»j il t iv\n on 1 mlmini luiiw li nljuartfru 
Dilfoh-nni rllnai'*’! on l!n* h »il tnrr in Ji \ ' ami 
PI 4 J »\hi li V A« ft uml I |iV Cu Gild Iblton (onmn mocr 
of Cliuia |iir III 

TJjn orj;:m of fh^' nam^ I nlmun »-» loolnful Arr*nr,)}«^ 

(o on*' RTTounl * Jt i’' il^rnt' 1 from ihr Himli until /-of Jn 1 lo tl tunw 
put* ini ini a jiao* of ri-fiipr \n itlifr rn;,L.^‘‘lion * m 
t!iii ) II iMf It n <-^fnbnn3*oii of f rfl mcmmf frtil on I 
uiu tiK jritoi r«it fjr tin! ili<* v|i! rrTil inmmn^ 

df^ol ffiiiit fio 3 |nil^ of (Ito di lnr| Icm" Iialilf* iliinn^ 
iliL t intrr inontlii lo rovirc fm f*i Hitli tin r cxplimlmui 
lin\ r (t mu'! h rcj,irl»^l ai piirrh Fi>r-nilrtli\< Anotl cr 
cu^t^^ non 11 that 1 jlimau in a J>n\nlnu nanio tlial it nny 


• 1« It 1 F lll^mrnt Itrj rt !*• J. Tht* ii rorjtrrtd br Ihi 
I* t ffl-n nnt"! t Jlr Uti ]f In j rft| ti 1 of I n b Ub > j I 13 p^il 
tfait tb Dim rt (In ]i (ri I h p1>rn u r«Ityu& in an oM lantJ 
1 W tl IloVimkfr 

t I> li I BunH r Sv’(il'*fge3l H fini 1909 

I Ittr 1 J UaliQ, 
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PALAMAU 


mdauea 


nB<j;ura’ 

m. 


be a coiruption of 'pall-amm-u , pall rncaning ‘ tooUi,’ and 
amm (whidi when combined with anothei nonn assumes the 
foim avi) meaning ‘ water,’ wliile u is a kind of genitive or 
posse'^sne case, meaning ‘ village,’ ' country,’ ‘ foiticss,' etc 
In snppoit of this theory, it may be mentioned that the name 
13 spelt Palaman in the veinacular and was oiiginally applied 
to the village which was the seat of the Cheio chiefs, and 
in which their foits were erected These fcits overlook 
the Aiiranga, and the bed of that iivei foi some miles above 
and bejond the foits is studded with rocks, which, when it 
is in flood, look like jagged teeth The name may thus 
perhaps mean ‘ the place of the fanged iivcr ’ 

The district is lioundod on the north by the nvei Son, 
which separates it from the district _ of Shahabad, and by 
the district of Gaya on the east by the districts of Gaya 
and Hazaiibagh on the south by the distiict* of Eanchi 
and on the west by the feudatoiy state of Snguja in the ( 
Central Provinces and the district of Mnzapui m the United c 
Provinces ' 

In shape Palaman district is loughly a parallelogram of 
which the eastern and western aie of gi eater length than 
the northern and southein sides The distiict is cut into two 
approximately equal parts by the iivei Ivoil which, after 
flowing from east to west in the south of the district, tunis 
north and eventually enteis the Son at the noithein boundary 
of the district On either side of this iivei in the noithein 
thanas there are well defined langes of hills running from 
east to nest in the south there is anothei well defined lange 
of hills nnining from east to nest through which the Ivoil 
forces its way where it turns north at the Kutku gorge, and 
the general tendency of the scattered hills that he between 
IS to range themselves "m the same manner South of the 
Koil, nhcre it flons from east to west before passing thiough 
the gorge, is anothei range of hills runmng paiallel to it, 
and beyond that again is the isolated cup-lilce valley of 
Chheclihari The eastern end of this southern range 
increases m height and turns towards the south where it 
culminates in the Netaihat plateau The general system of 
the district is therefore a senes of paiallel ranges of hills 
runmng east ahd west, tliiough which the river Koil passes 
as it makes its w^ay northward to join the Son only the most 
southern of those ranges is not penetrated by the Koil and that 


rn^pirvf ASrrcrs 




i« pcnctratf'tl I'j* one of il'» tnhiilrtnc^ lijo Hurlii iwlJi# xvliich 
dmuii tlio CIi 1 jc 4 lilnri \alli\ Within linn franic work (ha 
moot xolu'jblo nrahit ImJ is hniinl hHtvicn (In ran'*tn of 
hill'* in (In' xallrNn wimh \:irv fn ri tip lo *10^) r-ijuaro 
inihn nnJ on (ln> haiiln of (ho h««i an) (ho *^011 Tlie 
ino'Jl forlih Iain! ia -a Firlp of alluxul coil on (ho hank of (ho 
Son and tho mn I r\tr 1 i\o aroj^ of miti'olion nro In tl»c 
%nll of (ho hoil and of (Im) Anniiftt vIjoIi foun into (lia 
K01! fnmi «ho 03 1 a ft-u inilrn nuxth rf DjltancTiU 
OthonM'O (lio «liftriLl ron i (•< for (Ih^ nio i j irt of hill) 
hrol on mmitn fo^rnd vilh low jnn^jlc nnl rut np in oil 
ilirtMTtmnn h\ inimcmui r(ri.anis and (oircnl'* vhuh tin, up 
dann;: (lit' lint niallirr nnd ft ii»o dnun in fj-atc «Iurin^ tho 
mini Th o\fri"’n ilc\-itim of \ iLiimn nK»\p i n 1 \r? 
i*t nlnml I d'i'l ft 1 1 I nt r me of tin ^ furr lollt in (hr oiifh 
nro o\rr hvl lil^h TIio hi^lt t j'oint <{ ihc 

I ofnrhal phtmii nhitli 11 nlmi (he hiKhrt jKonl m tho 
di-tni-t IS 1 C^d fret 

Tlin dutntt rompi n ft ur diriiwt (rtrl-t n)»irh nro s^totnl 
niu;;hl) rontminiwu^ t*j(h Iho ftoir ; ir/jinat jnlo \hirhd 1 I «*. 
it in din I01I Jly far (Ik Liri < ( of (hr « 11 I nr) aai I aliinnu 
wliu'i incluJo the trntT |«ir1n 11 of ih ih irn l on I a'l that 
is cneninllv (vitK-nl of ir 1 ircam Ten in tiu rm h^*o t * 
an^rln nf tlio parjIlcIoTitn m on unluhiin., hut in in in\ 
jflncM 0 hi^jhlv (net ui(h n U\\ Ini^t 

jiills until riTtnlU il foniiol |iai( of Kanchi diHtntt mil no 
JM^opIo C11 torn' nml liad lemiri'n art dthUnrl fnaii th t of 
dm rorl of J’alamnn The wjuthem |-oitiun of I orj'nna 
Iic/ann]3 vhhh fonin (he north ur ( oii'^lo of (ho pmlMir- 
p^ni re i ml lor 1 I’ntaniau hut tov\jrdH die north it 

Niik-H into tlm mrrou h(np of alliniol toil on tin. hank of tho 
fkm I argana Jafili in (ho nordi-eiit of tho di tiicl 

is a email tract niinust devoid of lulls ond \cr) sinular tn 
ti»o nlluMnl portion of the diatrict of Go) a 

Tho pccner) of Palamou oicepl in tho Poutli, is pcncrall) tu>rj 
dtsappoinling owing to tho (angled nature of die conntn 
Loci plains and hroid esjraiinoa of culiimtion nro tho cicct>< 
tion and Uio iso!a(id pciks and irregular ranges of rocky 
Jungle-clad hills that cloco tho >ic\v m man) plneen are 
monotonous and of no particular distinclion The goneiol 
ohrciico of coiippictious landmarkii odds to tlio impression of 
dironlcr 1 lu \illugcfl except in (ho estremo north of tho 
district aro email ami scaduictl it la quite {tossiblu tu |tass 
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PALAMAtr. 


close many of tbem without being awaie of their existence 
Not do the innumerable palas trees add to the beauty of the 
scene, except durmg that all too brief period the hot 
weather when their scarlet blossoms giye a glory to the whole 
country-side In the south of the distiict the scenery 
becomes wilder and more picturesque, and the hush of expect- 
ancy broods over the jungle “The Koil” , wrote Mr O’Malley, 
’’is fringed by imposing hiUs and passes clad with viigm 
forest, the beauty of which reaches its highest natural per- 
fection when set off by animal life, in the shape, it may 
be, of a bison, contentedly but suspiciously grazing on the 
luscious Khas grass, an antlered stag taking its evemn^ drmk, 
or big peacocks trumpeting then noisy call, as they step fbrth 
at sundown for their daily paiade” “In the south’’, wrote 
Ml Foibes fifty years .ago, “ the jungle becomes forest, and 
the hills put on almost a grand appeal ance The roads and 
paths wind about now over the top of a lofty eminence, which 
enables you to look down upon the valley below and over to the 
blue hills beyond Then, again, you have to descend a steep 
ghat with huge bouldeis scattered here and there, and some 
gieat tiee lying fallen and decayed right across your path, 
and loose stones i\lnch seem to lequire but a slight push to 
send them i oiling to the bottom On leachmg the bottom of 
Xhe^ghat, the path vill sometmies follow the bank of a brook 
or uateicouise, which, emerging from the fastnesses and 
goiges among the hills, winds m and out till it joins the 
stieam that wateis the valley below These biooks are 
geneially dry veiy early m the cold weather but in some of 
the southern iappas I have come acioss them so late as the 
month of hlarch, logular little babbling streams filled with 
cpeckled tiout glancing m and out among the stones, and 
the banks sometimes rocky, sometimes clothed with verduie, * 
and always overhung with tiees of all kinds and hues, and 
gieat creepers that hang down to the water’s edge, the whole 
foiming as charming a picture as one could wish to see 
There are indeed places in Palamau about which hngeis a 
chaira that can be neither missed nor foi gotten ]3ach to his 
choice, but to the writer there is nothing moie beautiful in 
Chota Nagpur than the view acioss the Son m the north to 
the gieat cliffs of Nohtas, or the quiet leaches of the Koil 
and the Auianga where they wind through the forest, or the 
])iospcti to ea'^t and west fiom Nctaihat acioss open \ alleys 
f.u below to the wooded hills beyond , or the panoiama of 
range be\on:d range of bfiic bills to the couth, from Buiba 



rn\ STCAT A*5rcCTfl r> 

Paliar to Komamllh, tlmt can he fccn on a clear evening from 
the Itanclii road 

TIio general outline of the liiU «y*tom consisting of nitl fjtlenj 
ft scnca DhpamllDl mlgcs running cast ant] west nnd pit recti 
1 j> the }\oil os it flown northward has just been dcscnl»ed 
Tlio course of the Koil show a great dcnmlotion for it mu<t 
lia\c been dotcnnlncd when Iho xvillo^s were itlll filled to, 
the Ic\cl of the ridges But thcro aro tnanv spurs and ndgon 
and oullving pcila rising from comparalivcl> open country 
winch stand in x\o obvloun relation to this system amongst 
tlieJMj nmj be mentioned llio metnmorphic rocks which form 
tbo watcndicd between (bo Koil and tin. Damodar to the 
west of Ibo Cbandwa Rilumath road and winch rise into the 
conspicuous lulls of Mndagir and Chetag Tito mojont\ of# 
tlie Bpurs and ridgi*fl t>eir no dcfnnti names but tbo jical-s 
aro ohen called b) tho names of villages in winch t)K!V stand 
or from kmhc pccuhant) in tlKlr apjtcwancc 

Generali) tbo bills arc conspicuous for tbeir irregubnty 
of form and occurrence Tlieir contour depends mainl\ on 
tbo nature of iho rucks of wIikIi t!ic> aro minpowl but o\cry 
\’anctj of form and outline is found Tlnj moil numerous 
and ftncient ore lliose compoKhl of cTVstnIlmo and mota 
inurpJiic nxks a class rcprcf^ailoil b) ft grial number of lulls 
and ranges with ctovaliona up to and eomctmics bcjxmd 
J 000 feet The outlines prescn(c<l hi the hills in llio 
noiilicm Imlf of Uio distnct ore gcncmllv sltarpU angular but 
cUowljcro man) of tlio ndges present on ohnost regular 
skjlmc which continius at a stcad\ olc\fttion for long dis- 
tances TJic second cbiis consista of hills formed of sand 
filones or conglomerates either Borakars or ‘^Inllado^a8 
The standstoncs aro represented b\ long ranges cast of tho 
Koil averaging 200 to JOO feel above the surrounding 
country but occasionally Iiaving peaks which nsc about 200 
feet higher Tlw latter arc founjJ in groups consisting for 
tho most iiart of flat toppctl ndges which also average from 
200 to JOO feet above the surrounding country Their faces 
aro scarped apd often eroded into grotesque shapes and 
occasionally there ore corneal peals rising to a great height 
pneh as tho Lalclmr peak near tho village of that narao wlucli 
iH UlO feet high or 2 051 feet above sea level | Bi]ka wluch 
ribcs 1 000 feet above tho Mlh^o of that name or 2 470 fbet 
ttbovo ^a loNcl^ and tbo couspicuous Ivhaira hiU vx tho south 
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of Hiisamabacl, which rising to nearly 1,700 fS&t looks hke 
an outlying sentinel of the Kaimur hills and forms a land- 
maik for 30 miles round The flurd and last class of the 
Palamau hills includes the pats or plateaux in the south, which 
aie formed of crj^stalline rocks and have their summits capped 
wuth sandstone trap or latente The principal of these is 
Netaihat, of which the highest point is 3,696 feet. 

« 

These lulls m the south are the highest m the district, 
and the picturesque Chhechhan valley is surrounded by loft}’^ 
lulls on every side This valley is a complete basin with the 
scarp of the great tableland of Sirguja on the west, on the 
south the range that overlooks the Bar we valley in Ban chi 
district, on the east Netaihat and Pakripat, and on the. north 
^the spur crowned bv the fort of Tamolgarh and the Burha 
Pahar, 3,000 feet high', round "the foot of which flows the 
liver of the same name, which is the only outlet for the waters 
♦ of the valley Netarhat itself is a flat topped hill, about 4 
miles long and 2} miles broad, through the centre of which 
flows a small stream The climate is fresh and relatively 
cool throughout the jear and it has become a favourite resort 
for wsitors when the heat is oppressive in the plams below 
Other conspicuous hills in this neighbourhood are Kotam, 
south of Gaiu police-station, and Kumandih, between Gam 
and Latehar, both of w^luch are between 2,500 and 3,000 feet 
high 

The general line of drainage is from south to north 
towards the Son, which forms part of the northern boundary 
of the district The principal rivers are the Koil and its 
tributaiies, the Auranga and the Amanat , there are also 
a host of smaller streams, most of which are mere mountain 
torrents with lock-strewn beds The Noil, Auranga and 
Amanat aie similar in this respect, for theur upper reaches 
are characteiized by high banks, generally rugged and occa- 
sionally precipitous, with a rapid stream dashing over boulders 
and shingle oi gliding calmly, except m time of spate, in 
shallow pools termmated by rocky barriers Furthei nortli 
these n\eis have deep sandy beds, mto which the water' 
sinks out of Bight in the hot weather, percolatmg through 
the soft sand until some outcrop of rock arrests its course and 
forces it to the surface 

The rapidity with which the countiy is drained by those 
rivers and stieams may be gathered fiom the fact that the 
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r>nlr nrrr €*vtT known to overflow tin honift n Ihc Son TIio 
l\o)l ia llir tmrit importonl ri\tr for il flralna tiie enllro 
excTj*! a tract in llio wc^l tinincil Ijv the Ivnnliar 
wjjirh fomn llio Son in Mir^apur «li tnrt, n narrow tract 
thr Stm which drnfna dirrrt info flial nver a tract 
in the north-cn I comer which dnmn into On)'-! and a tract 
In the ca**! of Ton Tar^ana whirli drama into t!»c niino<hr 
in Haranbs'^h All the mm of I nlaiinn nrn dattj:rmui m 
the nina not onljr on occounl of the vmVnci of the frcjlictn 
whhli come mdiin;, down Imi nl o bcrati of llm cxtrcinch 
f reirIicrou< fjuicknndx in thnr l>ed'i 1 he followiojj la a Incf 
dcfm|ilian of the pnnnpal nvcru 

Tlie Son frTrm* tlic nortlicm Iroundary o^ tlio diflnct forTo* 
oIkmjI -Ij mile* rrp.iralini’ It from Shaha!>Qi) Tlawinp • 
ea tward from Mimffar it firat loorljn Palamaa 
At iiA nortli wot comer Tlicnco it flaw* due ea-vl between 
tho iteep ulopea and prccijaroa of the Kaimnr hills and a 
njTthcm ranfjc of lulls in llhannathpur polire*<tattnn till it 
h jom^ l»v the Kell it then flown In a north eantcrly 
direction leaving the di^tnrt nrarh opposite Alhhnrpur in 
Kiiahaliad di^rlct Ki tluR pnmt of its courts it attains 
a lirreat breadth amounting in places to one or two miles 
A peculianl> Is the licipln of Ihc nstem banL where the 
Mrong west winds limt prevail l»cfon Ihc brcaLing of the 
rjJni heap up Iho nnd to a lieiplit of 12 or II feet o1>oto 
the IcSfl of the connirs thus foroiirr^ n natural rmbanlmrnt 
fw man) miles PuJ the nioct sfhkinp fealorca of tlic nver 
ore Its meapre stream of water ot onlinar) tunes as eomparetl 
with the cnonnous breadth of ihn ntir bed and its Molcnco 
o( times of flood In the drr reason in Apnl or Ma\ llio 
bcib is a viJl CTretth of dnftmp blmdinp sand with on 
in i^nifinnl stream of water liarcK 100 jarde wide mean 
dennp from bank to bank and fordable in moivt places Hut 
in tlio miny reason and cspecmil) after a stoim has burst 
on the plateau of Central India the nver presents an extra 
ordinar) contrast It drains a lull am of 21 TOO square 
miles Iho entire rainfall of which requires to find an outlet 
b) its clmnncl and after licav'y ram tho nver rises with 
incredible rapidil) These heavy floods arc Iiowovcr of fchorl 
duration seldom laaling more tlian four davs oftcr which 
the nver rapidly sinks to its usual level The worst flood 
remembered ocenrrod in 1020 and w inontioncd in Clinplcr 
iVU 
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NavigfiUoh IS intcimittcnt anrl of little coniincicml 
impoitiinOe In the lainy season laige boats oceasionally 
proceed foi a short distance npstieam under favouiahle 
encumstances of ^\Ind and flood, but navigation is lendeied 
dangerous by the e\ti aoi dinai y Molencc of the floods, dunng 
the lest of the year it is ini))ossiblo foi any but boats of light 
draught oMing to the small depth of \\atei The principal 
tiaffic is in bamboos which aie floated doMn, bound into lafts 
consisting of 10,000 or moie lashed together — a tedious 
2 )ioCess in tho diy iicathci as they aie constantly grounding 
and tho many windings o5 the bticam render their progress 
extremely slow Below tho junction of the Koil a speciea ^ 
of small pebbles oi agates is found, many, of which aiO 
oinamental and take a good polish , most of them consist of 
silica, both opaque and diaiihanous, of a reddish or dark 
gieen tinge. 

The Eanhar liver foims pait of tho south-western 
boundary of Palainau, dividing it for nearly 50 miles from the 
feudatory state of Sirguja It rises in Siiguja, nndei the ^ ^ 
w'estern face of Jamira Pat, and after lunning foi a short 
distance parallel with the Koil, turns to the noith-west, flows 
into Mirzapm and eventually enters the Son Its bed is locky 
throughout its course, and in places oxtiemely beautiful it 
is practically a mountain torrent with a lapid and dangerous 
stream 

The Koil 01 North Koil, as it is also called, rises in 
Eanchi district, and enteis Palamau below Netaihat neai 
Eud Aftei flowing neatly due west foi about tw^enty miles 
it turns noi-th at an almost complete light angle thiough a 
gorge at Kutku, and flows thiough the centre of the district, 
till it falls into the Son a few miles noith-west of Haidar- 
nagar On its way it lecenes the watei of many iiveis and 
stieamsj the pimcipal tiibutaiies aie the Auranga and the 
Amanat, both of which jom it fiom the east, tho 'former at 
Kechki, ]0 miles south, and the lattei five miles noith of 
Baltonganj. 

The bed of tlie Koil is locky up to a shoit distance beyond 
its confluence Wuth the Auianga , fiom that point it is com- 
posed mainly of sand, and until the Son is reached there is 
only one serious obstacle to navigation, consistmg of a iidge 
of gneiss rock that crosses the iiver below the village of 
Sigsigi But the sudden freshets m the liver during the rams 
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fonder nan/:»ntIon danfforoni It haa Iwn kno^ To bo • 
nlmcrtl drv in (bo momlnj; ond tbrfo Iwnrs lalcr owinp to 
heavy rain in tbe ponlh (bo wa(or Iujr been 10 feet deep 
roaring down in lingo wavM (bftl would swamp nnv loeal 
boat From it« sonrco lo lU jnnclwn with tbo Bon its length 
IS about 100 miles ond raneo it drains n calchmcnt orra of at 
least 0^00 square miles it na(nnill> eonfnbutes. a largo 
supply of water to tbo Son during tbo rains at otber (imes 
tbo stream is not deep enough to enable cargo boats of oven 
smoll dimonrions (o mako their way up to Dalionganf In 
many places tho reaches of tlds river present scenes of great 
bcnolv and Boraetimes even of grandenr such as tho rocky 
bed and rapids north of Ilatar and tho gorge at Kotku 

Tho Auranga n»ea near Soheda in a pass leading down xhs 
from tbo Cbota Nagpur plateau and pursues a winding course AurtHf*. 
Ir a north westerly du^ion for a dlstanco of about fifty 
milos till it flows into Uio Koil near Kccliki lO^ilea Bonlh 
•of Dallonganj Tlila nver ond its feeders water a largo valley 
* in tho aonth'Oast, (ho southern face of which is forni(^ In tho 
Kumandih hills Its b^ \^idcnA rapidly and b> (ho timo it 
reaches tbo Falirruo forts It has attained a considcrablo 
sbeo Wlicro tho ruins of Uieso (wo forts overlook it Dio 
channel is crowded with huge masses of gneiss Owing to its 
rocky bed navigation Is impossible in Die rains and ot oDter 
limes tho supply of water is insutBcicnt for o\*cn tbo smallest 
craft. Its pnnapal tnbutanea arc the Bukn and Ohaglin 

Tbo Amanat takes its nso in Haranbagb distncl and xtu 
flows almost duo west till it joins tho Koil fn-e miles north Aouasi 
of DalfonganJ It flows throagli a ncli well cultivated valloy 
ond IS tbo principal droinago channel of (ho east of tho 
district Its tnbutancs with (bo exception of tho Jlnjoi, 

Mill la , and Pin aro all small streams 

Other sfroams draining importont areas aro the Sorob' other Hrnr*. 
doha Dio Tahlch tho Bank! wlUch drains tbo country 
between Unton and Untan Bead station the Danro which 
flows past Qarhwa and tho Kararbar wliicli flows into tho 
Son below its junction with tho KoU after draining Pargina 
Japla 

Tbe cbaractenstic formation of Ihilamau is ^oiaa bf aeoioar 
which all tho more important hill ranges aro composed It is 
of extremely vaned constitution and includes gramtio 
gneisaos homblondo gneisses calcarcouB gneisacs^ etc 
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- In some paits, associated with the fpicisses, there is an 
euoimons thickness of ciystalliiie limestone. Along the noith- 
vv/est boundaiy of the distnet is the eastern termination of a 
laige outcrop of Bijawai slates, 'which extends west'viaid for 
nearly 200 miles thiough Afir7.apni and Bcwah The L/ower 
iVindhyans, which icst nnconfoimably upon the Bijawais, are 
found along the valley of the Son, "whcie leprescntatives of 
'the Gailihandh, poiccllanic and Khinjna groups are found 
The Gaihbundh group contains two subdivisions, a lower one 
consisting of conglomerates, shales, limestones, sandstones 
nnd porcellanites, and an upper band of compact limestone 
of 200 or 300 feet in thickness. The rocks of the porccllanic 
group, which oi’erlics flic Gailihandh, arc indurated highly • 
siliceous volcanic ashes j their thickness increases ns they 
approacli the former centres of volcanic .activity in the 
neighbourhood of Kulumba, Nabinagar and Japla Tlie 
shales and limestones of the hhinjua group are mostly con-' 
'ccaled hy alluvium along the banks of the Son As the 
Ahndhyans are unfossihfeions, 4heir geological age cannot be‘ 
‘exactly determined, lint there is icason to think that tlicy^ 
may be older than Cambrian • 

The next formation, the Gondwana, contains numerous 
fpssil plants, which determine its age partly as upper 
palaeozoic and partly as inesozoic It is of great economic 
importance on account of the coal and iron ore which it 
tcontains It compiises in Palamau the Mahadeva, Panchet, 
Kaniganj, Baiakar and Talcher divisions The rocks of this 
formation generally weather into low undulating ground but 
those of the Mahadeva group rise into lofty bills and those of 
the Barakar group sometimes form low ranges of bills ' The 
coal seams aie lestrictcd to the Baiakar and Baniganj groups, 
which consist of alteniating groups of shale and sandstone; 
the workable seams are found chiefly m the Barakar. The 
Panchet and Mahadeva groups consist principally of sand- 
stones, and the Talcher mostly of shales; the Talqliers, whicli 
are the oldest Gondwana rocks, contain at or neai their base an 
irregularly distiibuted conglomerate, consistmg of laige and 
small boulders embedded in clay, which is supposed to be of 
glacial oiigin The Auianga, Hutai, and ' Baltonganj 
coalfields aie situated entiiely in Palamau, wliich also con- 
tains the western extremity of the laige Karanpura field 
Theie 18 little doubt that these fields were ongmally parts of 
a contmuous wholej the Auranga field is howeyer mord 
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ol>Tiirtj^U rr»iinMn<! I\nrjn}4in) fruni ixlu !• it 

lirpanloJ Ia fabiihncr Ilian ^ilh \tlfanp^ Tlif 
i)f (lir ftwlficH" nn* ntuilK fanlt* uIioj^ jwiljon i(« InHint- 
lij liw^ of lincviia ninl ttol #nl|'fjorotit fi]*nn;,*< 

ft?i fre<iurnl nlfrup U»rn» omon;; i'pnnc* mav Ih^ inrn 
llbl knonn w Talalit nrar lb<* xlllapi of Ililhli 
Nfanxai in ibo Hnlar rmffjrlJ Tli«' I*r4l rtol i« that of 
Uuj DallonjrJ«| Iml tlw* qoilitN ninl qtnnlll) of llip mat 
\-iry cori'nJrnjMv OitutJplmtit llir fit'll Till* firll Ina Ik^h 
trork*l #inrc !»cf<vTt* ll«<« Mulinv li\ llio Coil Company 

an<l flic ntno ronipinx iimr Ul.fn (i Inv nf Ihr prrfl(<‘r 
part of tlio IlnUr firM In wlilrh a roTr mint* Miotni 
In Jlcnnctl" map ttlucli wna prrparrtJ an Inns npn o 1770 
In Uhi Auranpa fU>U oit1vou;.i» lbrr<» (« a larpc ainoont of 
f*nlj matirr Ibr quafitr Infonnr Olm Imn om wliirli 
occur aro brmatitc nnJ Ilmomto av4*:ta!c«! iMlIi ^lialc^ of tlio 
«ttl inramrra of iln? naraVjir fjnaup 

Near tlw ^Tiillicm of 1110 Ji»lnr1 the lofu Hat 
topf"^! liillit know II a« patt arc ra|»j»i?*l prral inn* rn of 
Litrrito iwltlnp frKa tlio <lconfn|«>ntlon of ba jltir l-sl* of Okj 
D coraii trap formation \ fmr Intniiiro lUkcji of the IVivan 
Imp formation cycnr hi llio Paltimsanj od» 1 ffular nnlfuMti 

Mon;; l!m Fon l»clow it« nmihirnrr willi tlm 

Koil tlw rocU^ ore conceal h! hy itn p olluTjiini winch iitrrsoi 
Into llm allnWal fomutfoti of tli^ nan/Hth pbin Mluvia! jwnl 
ii KattcrH orcr many other I»arl9 of iIh. •In'lm-t nntl n nrly 
everywhero contains in preal olKJinlance llip ralcarcoun 
ooncixtlon* tnomi a« Honf-ar 

Ddtaned dc*criptiona of ihc ceolosy of tho tlutncl will 
be foond in llie ifemoira of tlic (Icolos'^'^l flur\e\ of Indio 
The Auraupo and ITotar coalfl UU and the Iron orca of 
Polainao and Tori Iiave !»ecn dcMnlMsI I»v ^ Hill in \ol 
\V part I the Pahoiisanf malfield la Th Hushes in 
a^ol Mil jon II Ihc •Ivnronjqim conirield h} Th llpplk'a 
in vol MI part Til the Ixmor Mndh^ons pmcmll) by 
P Mallet in \oI \ IT part I and tho volcanic rocks of that 
Bcnw by F Vredenbur^, In vol \\\1 part 1 An account 
of a ' borim; exploration in llic Palionsnnj conindd by 
Mr T V LaTouclio will Iw found In Itccords Gcolograil 
Sorroy of India noI WTV part III* 

• for T Hollwid wbro niicitor of tlui OenJopWd Barrrj of Indl* 
uitRtcd lo the prcptrfttion of Ike aburo accouat of tbo of 

PiUmsy 
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Th'e vegetation of Palaman ib veiy varied m cliarac?ef. 

In the alluvial tract to the north, vrhere the land is largely 
under ncc cultivation, the fields abound m marsh and water 
plants In the wooded hills and valleys which make up the 
rest of the district a different class of flora is met with The 
surface is occasionally bare and rocky, but the hills are 
geneially clothed with Jungle, in which the close-set bamboo 
known as Dendrocalamiis strictus is often prominent The 
steeper slopes again are covered with a dense forest mixed 
vath man} climbers, the tiees are raiely large, but many of 
them are economically useful, jdelding timber, fniit, oil, etc 
Sal (Shorea lobusta) is gregarious, and among other note- 
worthy species are species of Buehanania, Semecarpus, 
Tcrramaha, Cedrela, Cassia, Bntea, Bauhinia, Acacia and 
'Adina, which these forests share with similar forests on the 
lower Himalayan slopes Mixed with these however are a 
number of tiees and sTirubs characteristic of Central India, 
such as CochTospermura, Soymida, BosweHia, Hardwickia, ‘ 
and Bassia, which do not cross the Gangetic plain One of ‘ 
the fc.ituies of the flowering trees is the wealth of scarlet 
blossom produced in the hot w6ather by the abundance of, 
Butca frondosa and Butca superba A more detailed descrip- 
tion of the foicst trees and jungle products w’lll be found in 
Chapter V 

The animals of the distnct may be divided into two 
cbiBses, the caninoia and the non-flesh-eating animals The 
former comprise the tiger, leopard, bear, hyrena, wild dog, 
and, among the smaller species, jackal and wild cat The 
lattei aie icprcscnted by the gaiir or bison, smuhar, spotted 
tlccr, vih/ai, barking deer, Indian gazelle, four-homed ante- 
lope, wild pig, the black-faced monkey (langur), the common 
rod-fneed monkey, Indian fox, rolcl (an animal of the badger 
tribe), Indian otter moiisc-dccr, porcupine, hare and other 
sinallor animals 


The number of poisons killed by tigers and leopards in 
the last fne }cnrs is as follows The number of persons 
killed by other wild animals* is negligible 
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Ti^cre (Fclii Tjjrns) aro fairly common all over Iho di§- 
Tnci in tJio brooded Iiilla TIioo^i there have boch fnalanccfl 
of (iffora becoming man-eaters clifofly Jn the north of Iho 
difltnct and in Iho neighbonrliood of fho Kamandih range of 
reserved forests in tbo soatb Ui<gr aro os a nilo only cattlo- 
liftcrs Ihoro ia indeed hltlo indocoment for lliem to take lo 
man-oating, oa game in tlio ntinioroiis Jiinglo tracts bolli in 
and roand Iho reserved forests is plentiful l^oopards rPehs 
Pardus) arc cqnallj common and In tlio noighbonrliood of 
Tillages very oSten carry off cattle and ponies, as vroll as d(^ 
for which tho> appear to have a special fancy Idko tigers, 
(boy ha\o a undo range owing to tho largo aroo occnpicd by 
reserved protcctwl and pnvato forests Tlio dicctah is 
occasionally met with an ammal wlneb is said to bo a 
dieetah has been carrying ofr*childrcn from tho noigiibonr 
bood of Unton for some years past and lias hitherto evaded 
eapturo although a largo reword has been put on its head 
Brar (Ursas Melurstis) are found m most ports of tho distnet 
but aro most namorons in tho south Tlioy do much damago 
)o tlio maUo fields bat at other seasons of tbo >‘oar can obtain 
plenty of jangle flowers and frmt each os tho fruit of (ho 
maJitta and guhr fig tree plums and buIhjfcroQs roots and 
also wild lioncy and ^Iiito ants IT)a>na (Hyrona striata) aro 
common in almost o\'Ciy jangle and may very often be seen 
prowling round tlio Tillage honicstoads at night They do not 
do much damage as a mlo thoogli (hoy lioro been known 
fo toko oil goats and sliecp generally they hvo on camon 
frequently eating tho remains of animals lolled by tigers or 
leopards Wolves aro not common and do not oppoor lo do 
any luum they ore rarely mot with in tho south and ajqicar to 
frequent open scrubby Imcis Two speaes of wild dog ore said 
to ^ found The Braaller variety has black points a black 
mordo and a tail very nearly all block the colour deepening 
towards the end of tbo tall whilo tbo rest of the body is a dall 
dark rod The lorger vanoty is tho eamo in colour except tbafi 
Ihcro is not so much block oboat tbo moodo and tail Tho 
smaller land is called mun^ta and is said to be the fiercer of 
the two attacking cattle and deer and even challenging tiger 
Tho larger variety which is called tho rajkoux or hcrakoia is 
said to attack chiefly goats tatnbar deer pig ote They hunf 
m packs of 10 to 16 chiefly haunt thick jangle and are destme- 
Uve of all gnme^ at ^imos they oven ohi^ tigers out from thoir 
preserves 
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The gauf or bison (Bos gaums) is a shy animal, found 
chiefly m heavy ]ungle, especially sal 3 ungle, from which the 
herds come to feed morning and' evemng, wherever deep 
green grass is to be found, they often travel long distances 
to qmet spots on some secluded hillside, 'where they can he 
up for the day They aie found both withm and outside the 
reserved foiests in the south, and especially at Netarhat and 
m the valleys to the north -and east of it, as a rale, they 
remam theie m the hot weather months, butnn the rams,, 
when there is plenty of' dense cover and grass, they come aa 
far north as Kerb They are generally found m herds of 10 
to 16. In March, at the commencement of the ratting 
season’ the strongest bull takes possession of the herd, which ^ 
consists usually of cows and young bulls, dnvmg out the 
older bulls The bulls, so turned out become solitary bulls, and 
seem to spend their time m knocking their horns to pieces by 
buttmg at trees or any other sohd substance they may come 
across Bison bulls are occasionally known to charge, and 
are very savage when at bay, but ordmanly they are shy and 
moffensive 

Samhar, (Cervus umcolor) aie fairly common , They are 
shy ammals and ysually keep to the jungle in ’the day ; they 
are mostly found m the south m the BareSanr and Bamandag 
reserved forest blocks, but are also met with towards Banka 
and the north-west of the district Spotted deer (Cervus axis) 
are common m many places , and a few black buck 
(antelope cervicarpra) are to be found m the open country to 
the noith Ntlgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus) are found in 
certam tiacts, hut are unknown m the larger reserved forests j 
four-horned antelope (Tetraceras quadricomis) are also rare. 
(Barking deer (Cervulus muntjac) are common in most 
jungles where sambar and spotted deer are found. The 
chinkara or Indian gazelle (Gazella Bennetti), also called 
the rawiie deei, fiequents open country where the jungle is 
not hoa^^, and is found chiefly at Muhammadganj as well as 
in the more open and undulating valleys all ovel the* 
district Mouse-deei (Meminua indica) are very rare, bul are^ 
occasionally found In the reserved forests. 

tWild pig (Sub cristatus) are numerous m aU parts of th'e' 
'district and do an enormous amount of damage to crops, 
which have to be carefully watched at night to prevent their, 
inroads, as well as those of doer They are often trapped in 
pits by the villagers. Jn the south of the distnct the langur, ^ 
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(SomtiBpillwctis cnlollun) in found In all the IjHI rttn{jOB,in 
Iho iwrvcd forcBtfl and 5vith flio handiJT or red faced monkojr 
(hlncacas rho«ia> ia fairly common , tbo latter ia often to bo 
«cn at Both and Kccliki, and alonj? tho Kofi The Indian 
(ox (Cnnlfl Bcn/^lonNs) la common In open conntry Indran 
ottera (Lutra nair) am found in tho KoH, towardn tho 
aontli penr Kochki and in tho reacbca of aevcm! other nrers 
IMrcnpmo (Ifvatrljc criatatal am common in Iho aouth and 
dsowlicro In tlio rooky hflla but tliclr numbers arc kept 
down, at lho> arc much eon^^ht after by Ibc a!«n;:inal tribes, 
imeh as tho Parhalvaa, Bir^iat, and Oraona, for food ITarcs 
n>poa ralkandatus) arc common ovcrywlmret thov do niocli 
datna^ nl nyjhl to tbo peasants crops and arc largelj trapped 
all OTcr tho district , they are oaten frcclj even by high class 
Htodat f 

Tlio game birds of Palaman consist of jongle spur and Otmo Urd*. 
peafowl black and partndgo mm button and bosh qoall 
and sand gmuso llio leaser Honcan it sometimes mot with 
!ml 18 raro green and blue rock pigeon and the comm6n 
imlpo arc fairly common Geeso arc to bo found in the 
mornings and evenings during the cold weatber by the banka 
of tbo Son near Sonpura T>oek and tool aro compnratlvoly 
rare Uioy usually sta> in thoKoU and tlio bondhs'or imgntion 
reservoirs near Milages and aro more common in tlio north 
ilian In tho southern tracts , 

Mshsocr aro found In tfic Bon danng tho rains and they FUh* 
also jms up tho Koil tho latter nver also contains Indian 
trout (Borthos Mai Among other fish met with at this 
heason of tho year may bo mentioned rahu and ka/ar but at 
ctlior aooaons only anuUl varieties aro found in tanks and 
streams tbo most common among them being the tengn^ 

Vanr ehipM Ptmga, nakta ledha etc. 

TIio garial (Oavialis gangctlcns) somotimos also called 
llio fiflh-eating crocodile is said td have boon found on tbo 
Koil as far up os Daltonganj daring tbo nuns Tho snub- 
nosed alligator or mugger ,1s common in tho Son, but else- f 
whero iSjrarcly, mot >vith it Is foond in tanks in somo 
^ocabtics spo^lly in the Forbes lank in Sbabpur opposite 
to !DaItonganj wboro,it|ia said that they have boon known io 
carry o/T cattle and pomes that coibo to dnnk abno 

Tbo ohniato is on tbo wholo diy and bracing Tho cold Ci,ntAtB. 
jvoailwr^ wJ^jeh poh? m lo5vards Ibo ploso o( Oclolior and lasts 
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Rainfall 


HU the beginning of Maich, is delightful There is a keen 
bracing sharpness in the air, the sky is bright and 
cloudless, and there " is no ram, except for showers 
about Christmas time and in January. “ I have seen,” writes 
Mr Sunder, “ large tiees and fields of liurtlii (Dohchos 
hiflorus) and ralmr (Cajanus indicus) in the southern tappas 
of Palamau, especially at Sima and Baresanr, completely 
scorched by frosts, as if they had been passed through a 
furnace And the weather is so cold here durmg December 
and January that water kept m a basm at mght m the open 
may be found m the mormng frozen to an mch m thickness. ^ 
Night after mght the fly of my tent has been laden with hoar- 
fiost, and often m the morning the ground all around has been 
a beautiful sheet of whiteness Which has disappeared only, 
after the sun had risen for about two hours ” Hoai -frost’ 
has mdeed been known to form night after night for a fort- 
night on end, lymg on the ground till 10 or 11 am Hail- 
stoims are very common in February and the beginning of 
March, when they do damage to the rdbi crops. ' 

In March the hot weather is ushered m hy a high’ wind 
known locally as lalmr Generally blowmg from the west, 
it lasts from about 10 a M to 3 p M and, as the year goes on, 
it gets more and more dust-laden till the end of May, 
degenerating at times mto regular yellow dust-storms and 
whirlwmds called lindoa Durmg the months of April, May 
and June the heat is mtense durmg the day, the shade 
temperature often reachmg 112° and 114° and sometimes 
higher , and the mghts are often oppressive, except for two or 
three hours before sunrise, when there is usually a sharp fall 
in temperature But though the heat is so great, it is 
exceedmgly dry, and is alleviated by the strong winds blowing. 
The rams usually break m June and last till about the 
middle of September, and at this period of the year the chmate 
18 fairly pleasant and cool. 

The rainfall is recorded at 21 stations, 12 m the north of 
of the -distnct and 9 m the south The statistics compiled 
from these records show that the rainfall is habitually 
heaviei m every month of the year m the hilly south than 
in the less hilly north In the followmg statement the 
average rainfall per recording station for the twelve years 
1912-1923 is therefore given month by mOnth sepaiately for the 
northern and for the southern groups. The figure? for June 
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nnd Bcptcinl)cr wliicli iimrk Iho bt^Iniutig imd end of IIjo 
rainy rroson arc gi\cn by half tnoiitlis 
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Tlic names of (ho recording stations Mrith tho annoal 
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PALAMAU 


It Will bo seen that ihc months in which the rainfall 

IS heaviest are July and August During June the rains 

are beginning and duiing September they are beginning 
to stop The unpoitant hailmja lains occur at the end of 

this month oi the beginning of October In November, 

December, and Januaiy there is nothing but light showers 
In Debiuai y a heaviei rainfall may be expected , in 1913 
the aieiage rainfall dunng this month was 3 02 inches at 
the stations in the noithein gioup and 5 01 at those in the 
Bouthein May is a month of cyclonic stoims The normal 
annual lamfall foi the disliict as a whole is 4491 inches 


S'empcraluro 

and 

liumidily 


Statistics of picssuic, tempcinturc, wind, and lainfall 
arc lecoidcd only at Daltonganj, wheic they have been 
iccorded since 1893 In the south of the district frost is by 
no means unusual, and it is ceitain tlitit the temperature falls’ 
much loivci Ihcic than at Daltonganj The following lemaiks 
are based on the statistics officially lecoidcd at Daltonganj 


( 


< 


The climate of the disliict though healthy, is 
chaiacteii7cd by wide variations of tempeiature Except in 
the lams iheie is a diffeiencc of about 30 degiccs between 
the noimal maximum and noimal minimum monthly tem- 
peiaturcs, and it is not unusual foi an equally wide vaiiation 
to occur within the 24 hours The normal mean temperature 
IS lowest (Gll) in Januaiy and highest (93*1) in May The 
normal maximum attains its lowest (75 4) and highest 
(106 9) points m the same two months But the low^est 
noimal minimum is leached in December (45 9), and the 
highest in June (811), the leason foi the lattei being that 
w'hen the lains break m June and the an becomes laden with 
moisture, there is fai less difference between the day and 
mght temperatures The difference between maximum and 
minimum temperatures, which is greatest in December, 
March, and Apiri, reaches its lowest pomt m August when 
the normal hunudity is highest (86 per cent ) Normal 
humidity is lowest in April (46 per cent ) The noimal 
humidity for the year is 72 per cent and the normal mean 
temperature 77 3 The highest temperatme ever recorded was 
116 1, which was reached m May 1897 and again m May J.919 . 
the lowest ever lecoided was 324 \n January 1923. 


/ 
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CHAPTER II 


HISTOnV 

Ko rccorO cxlsls of (Kl liiMor) of ralninoii but it 
plny« n prominent |iart m thu t/iwlitionfl of tbreo aiK>n;pnal 
racc^ tbo hhanrarn Omou« fln«l Cboro-^ Tl>o lc> endorj 
hiptorv of tbo Klinnran' utatcrt tlmt in oldon (3a\B tlirj were 
tliQ rulcm of Holifa-Yiirh tlio ^jrcat fori in tlic wutli of 
fllinliabad built on tluj pbtcaa o\wlookin} tlir fion nnd that 
tlio^ migntcfl tliciiro to I’Qlamnu 1 pl^nphu rtrcnrcli Pccnis 
to alien that thiB cljiin 1 “ not \fillioiit foumlafion An in«rnp 
tion at Ilohttta;farh rtfem too chieftain naintnl PntnpatlliaMtla 
uhobcIouRcd to the Kha>ara\aK\an'?i and IWc vtr KiLlImm 
has pointed out that this iintnc appiar<t to piinnt in tiint of 
tliQ tribe of KIian\ar8 * Other iiiscnption^ of tlna duuf ha\ j 
been found in Slmlialiad winch ahejj; that Im wan the rulrr 
of Qt least tho northern {lart of Polamau ond ol^ Iicld conpi 
dorabla po^ cr on tlio west of the Son At IMmlwan n rock 
cut inscription datin^, back to IICO \d inciitionH him aa 
havinj, conbfructed 5 road up tho plateau and ;,nc8 iiiiu the 
iitlo of l^a>flka or chief of Jopila whicJi la CMdcntly tho 
mcKlorn Jcpla m the north of thin distnct \nothcr macnption 
of Ibia cliief is found ciignivod on tho Tomtliandi rock near 
Saaanmi and a tliird dated 1108 a D at thu BjcroJ Putralu 
falU Gvo milea vrest of TiloUm on Urn western bank oC tho 
Bon whicli eays ho made a pilgnniogo there Bccoinpanicd 
by hi3 wliolo IioOscliold five fcmalo slaves Ins treasurer his 
doorkeeper and tho court pandit Tlio oiiK otlior record of 
this d>’nasty is found in an inscnplion at Rolitasgorh wludi 
records tlio excavation of a vvoU in tho fort by a descendant 
and successor of Pratapadhavala called like bim Pnitapo 
Tbcao records scanty os they aro servo to show that as early 
OB tbo 12th century a p tho north of Paloinau was ruled 
by a powerful lino of clucfs wJio also held Uio jjrcat fort of 
Holitasgorb nnd oxcrciscd dominion over tho south of 
Bhohabod t 

* hplgnphia }nd^c« "Vol IV p 811 Hoto 10 

f Ituport Arcbtcologlcal Burvej of lodU 1002*8 


HAatT 
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Tlie legends of the Oraons also point to Eolitasgarh aS 
a former stronghold of then race Accoidmo to* the traditions 
preseived from fathci to son, their oiigmal home was m the 
Carnatic, whence they went up the Naibada rivei and even- 
tually settled in Bihai on the banks of the Son Here they 
built a foit at Kohtasgarh (Ruidas), blit this was wrested fiom 
them by their enemies, who surprised them at night during 
one of their great festivals, when the men had fallen senseless 
from intoxication and only the women weie left to fight 
Some however managed to escape and, as they were pursued, 
divided into two paities One party directed then course 
towards the Rajmahal IIill§, vhere then descendants now 
form the tribe known as Male , the others fled to Palamau and 
tuinmg eastward along the Koil took possession of the north- 
western portion of the Chota Nagpur plateau * The legend 
cm lent in Ranchi is somewhat different There the Oiaons 
say that one man only escaped from the Turkur oi Muham- 
madans, and came upon some Horos (Mundaris), who had 
killed and were eating a cow W\\en he begged them to 
save him, they advised him to divest himself of his ‘janco or 
sacred thread, which the Oraons then wore, and join in the 
feast Tlus he did, and his puisueis coming up believed 
the Mundaiis when th% said that the Oraon fugitive was 
not among them, as all were eating beef and none wore 
the sacred thread 

The Cheros likewise assert that they migrated to Palamau 
fiom Shahabad, where the}' claim to have been once the ruling 
lace, — a claim confiirned by popular tradition, which ascribes 
to the Cheros many of the ancient buildings and fortifica- 
tions in the south of that district They held, they declare, 
the Rohtasgaih plateau till they sallied foith to the conquest 
of Palamau and drove out the Raksel Rajputs who were then 
its rulers There is at least no doubt that as late as the 
first half of the 16 th century they were a powerful tube in 
the south of Bihai, a race of border robbers, who were 
chiefly Imown by the daring raids wluch they made into 
the open counti}^ at the foot of the lulls In the Tarilch-i-Shcr 
Shaht we find mention of a chief, Mahaida Cheio, against 
whom Sher Shah sent one of ins geneials Ivhawas -Khan, 
with orders to cut down his jungle fastness and utterly 
destro} him (loSS) The power of this chief appears to ha\o 

Iho Rfn P Dclion, 3 t Rchqion and Cvntoni^ of the btaons 
Jlcmoir-,, Abialic Souet;y of llecgtil, Vol I, no C, 1000 
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boon considerable it la said in tho Makh an i Afgham that bo 
nsed to descend from Ids lulls and jungles and liarasa tho 
tenants ronnd Diluir and tliat Iio entirely closed tho road 
to Qaor and Boiyral great Imporlnnco was attached to his 
fmal defeat bj Kliawas Ivhan and Ills destniclion is men 
ttoiicd in tbo iraJvtet t as one of the three great 

works accomplished by Slier Shah • 

Tlic legends of the eonqocst of Palaman by tho Clieroe tut Cntso 
differ considorubl> According to ono nreonnt quoted by cot^pur 
Colonel Dalton tbo Clicros invaded Palaman from Pobtas 
and with tho aid of Pajpnt cliicfs the atfccstors of tho 
Tliokurais of Ranka and Cliainpor drove out and Bupplantc<l 
a Pajpnt Raja of tho Riksol family who retreated into Sirgujo 
and establudiod himsolf Ihoro It is said that the Palaman 
pojmlation then consialcd of Rliarwora Gonds Mara Korwns 
ParhaijTis and Kisana Of these the Kharwnrs were tho 
people of most conmdCmtion iho Clieros conciliated them 
* and allorod them to remain in peacofol possession of tho 
hill tracts bordonng on Sirguja All the Clicros of noto who 
assisted in tho cipcdition obtained military somco grants of 
land which tho> still retain It is popolorl> asserted that at 
tho commencement of tho Clicro nilo in Pnlamau they 
nnmborcd IQ 000 families and tbo Kliarwars 18 000 ond 
if an mdiMdonl of ono or tho other is asked to what tribo 
ho bclopgs ho will say not tliat ho is a Chore or a Klmravar 
bat that ho belongs to the 12 000 or to tho 18 000 as Uio 
case may bo I 

AnoUicr tradition states thot the Kharwnrs woro not 
among tho conquered people of Palrnnon bat formed part of 
the invading army and that tho two tnbes arc distinguished 
by tlio names of Athamhozar and Uoraharar becauso tho 
Khonvars of this force namberod 18 000 and tho Chcros 
12 000 On tins point at least tradition agrees that tho rulers 
of Palaman at tlio time of the Chero conquest were Raksol 
Rajputs and tliat tho Mars or Mala woro early sottlors in 
tho land To this day numcroufl forts sucli a* that of Tomol 
garh m tho Chhcchhori valley of Tarhasi near tho Amanat 
nver and of Kot aro attnbnte^ to tbo former while local 
tradition says that fho old town of Palama^t, tho important 
tradmg mart of Gorhwa and tho villages of Danda Lakhno 


* Sir IL ElUot Hitiory of India VoU IV 1870 
} Ookiaa] £. T DaHoo De*crifftht of Dtngal, 187$ 
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and Marhatia wcfe bnilt by the Male Populai l^elief Hat! 
it that they wore a vciy wcaltlij’^ race, and tliat parties of 
them return occasionally to the sites of their ancient settle- 
ments, seekfng tieasuie winch their ancestors buried m the 
hurry of flight The Mals have neaily disappeared from the 
district, but are still found m the adjoining state of Sirguja, 
where they assert that then descendants were driven out of 
Palamau by foice of aims 

The legend generally accepted in the district is far more 
detailed The Cheios, it is said, foimerly lived in the sub- 
Himalayan tiojct called the Morang, but m^rated to Kumaon 
and thence made their way south to Bhojpur, i e , Shahabad, 
wheie they reigued for seven generations The fifth luler of 
the line, Sahabal Eai, invaded Champaran vith a large army 
of Cheios and ravaged the country as far as the tcrai but, 
after returning to Ins fort at Champur in the south of 
Shahabad, was defeated and taken piisoncr by a force 
despatched by Jahangu , he was then sent to Delhi, where he ^ 
died fighting a tiger single-handed for the amusement of 
the Emperor His son, Bhagwat Eai, ‘continued the 
predatory raids which had led to his father’s downfall and, 
when the imperial forces marched against him, took refuge 
with a Eajput chief, Deo Sain, who held the foi t of Dhaundanr, 
a village near Sasaram Thence he went to Palamau witK 
Deo Sahi’s son, Puran Mai, and a small followmg and took 
service under Man Smgh, the Eaksel chief of the country 
In 1613, when Man Singh had gone to Snguja, Bhagwat 
Ear treacheiously murdered his family and made himself 
master of the country, appomting Puran Mai as Ins Diwan 
or Prime klmister (1613) Puran Mai is the ancestor of the 

Champur and Eanka famihes 

• 

The Chero Bhagwat Eai was the first of a long hne of Chero chiefs 
^who reigned m Palamau for nearly 200 years He was 
succeeded by his son, Anant Eai, and he in Ins turn by his 
son Medm Ear, smnamed the Just and the most powerful 
ruler of the dynasty, who is said to have extended his sway 
far beyond the tract of country now mcluded m Palamau 
He made himself lord paramount of the southern portion of 
Gaya and of lar^e portions of Hazanbagh and Sirguja, and 
undertook an expedition agamst the Maharaja of Ghota 
• Nagpur, m which he penetrated as far as Doisa, sacked it 

N and built with the plunder thus obtained the old fort of 
Palamau His son, Pratap Ear, is said to have bmlt the other 
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tori at Uio somo place tlio building wis never com 

plctcd It remoinn as it '^•as left bj tbo workmon with lai^o 
of Bloncfl plied up m the courij'oril pomo cut oUicra 
just 08 tho} catiio from tijo quarr} — a fitting monument of 
tlio foU of the great pouer rtonctl up bv Medm Itol whidi 
after Ins deotli was uiidcrminct] by quorrcls and dissensions 
among luQ famil} 

With the advent of the Muhninmodons wifcr lustoncal Mcruioa 
ground is reached TIic power of tbo Mughal Emperors was ni** 
first felt in I’alnnmu dunng (ho reign of the rinporor AKhhvr ^'**‘°^* 
when according to an account compiled from tlio Suholidarl 
rogistcra at Patna in 1771 by Mabomja Blntab Eoi, rolainau 
was in'*adcd bj Itaja Man Siivh Tins ofUcer settled bla 
troops in tiro di'drid but at Akhbor a death in IGOj tlicy 
were driven out In 10*29 Ahmad Khan was appointwl by 
tho EnifKiror Sliali Tolian to l>o Subohdar of Talna and 1 ola 
mau with wine of tho nciglibouniig country was pven to 
him OR his }agtr On tlus lio mcrccded in imposing a ycorly 
tribute of Its 1,30 000 and It was recnlcitninco on tho part 
of the Chcro rulera of Pabmau in poMng this yearly tribute 
tbnt led to tlu) three Muhammadan l^^'aBlonB of Pobinau 
windi arc recorded in tho ehroniclcfl of tho Mitluninnadan 
historians * 

Tlio first of theso Invasions look place in 101142 in tho InT*.u» oi 
reign of Pratap llai when Slmlstn Khan Uio Oovonior of 
Bilmr and maternal unde of llio Emperor Aumngxcb defeated 
tho Clicros in Ho\*cnil engagements Arcxtrding to tlio 
PadishahnaimU the short sighted rulers of Palamau trusted 
to tlioir mountain fastnesses and shouod no signs of obcdionco 
to tlio impcnal governor Pratap Poi on infidel hko all lua 
aTjccators neglected to send tbo customary tnbuto and defied 
Shabta Klian who reported lus contumacy to Bhab Jobau 
The Emperor thereupon ordered Bliobts I^on to drive him 
out and clear tho country of tho filth of bifl unprofitoblo 
oxiBterico In October 1611 Blioista Klian mardicd from 
Patna at the bead of an army of 6 (XX) horso and 1C 000 foot 
and entered tbo territory of tho Chcroa through tho ifanatu 
pass Tho account of the *propnratioD8 mode shows tlio 
difficult nature of tho country ho had to travprso and the slow 
advanco made Wherovor bo pitched Ids camp ho had 
trenclice dug tlio earth of wjilcli was formed mto a wall 

*11 BJoclmiann hotetjmn iht UtiJiatnmtdan UUUtnan* cn OkuUa 
Nagpur PteJut atnj lalamau JJUI.U Vot XK Part X 1871 
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Bunounding the wliole of the encampment, and matchlock- 
men weic placed as guards in the trenches to frustrate night- 
attacks A large party was employed to cut down the jungle* 
and make a road wide enough for the army to advance All 
settlements on both sides of the road were plundeied and 
destroyed The wi etched enemies withdrew on every occasion 
to the jungles and the hills, and trembled like victims in the 
hands of the butcher The swords of the soldiers, swords of 
pure water, delivered many unto the fire of hell , others escaped 
half dead with fright Of our troops also some were wounded, 
and a few fell martyrs m this holy war ” 

By the end of J anuary 1642 the army had penetrated as 
far as Aia, and an advance was then ordered on the fort of 
Palamau After a short but successful engagement, the 
Muhammadan troops pressed on to the fort, which was 
surrounded on all sides by impenetrable forest, and liere the 
advance guard was attacked by the Cheios when clearing the 
jungle for an encampment “ Shaisfa, on hearing of the 
engagement, sent at once a detachment to then assistance, 
and together with Zabardast Khan took up a position on 
the banks of a river which flows below Fort Palamau The 
enemy, covered by the houses outside the fort, fired upon 
him and, as a number of our troops suffered martyrdom, the 
men dismounted and occupied the summit of a hill which 
commands the fort The fiirng lasted till evening, and large 
numbers were killed and wounded ” After this battle Piatap 
Pai submitted and promised to pay a tnbute of Es 80 ,000 , 
and when this sum had been handed over, Shaista Khan left 
Palamau (Pebruaiy 12th 1642) 

Inxnslon Internal faction now set in, a conspiracy against Piatap 

Ear being set on foot by two of hjs uncles, Tej Ear and Darya 
Eai, who induced Ttikad Khan, the successor of Shaista Khan, 
to consent to Pratap’s deposition on condition that he was 
sent to Patna as a prisoner. Tej Eai then proceeded to * 
imprison Pratap and usurped the throne, but ho failed fo keep 
his piomise and deliver up the fallen clucf to the Governor of 
Bihar The latter accordingly lent a ready ear to the sugges- 
tion of a fresh band of conspirators, headed Jiy Darya Eai and 
other chiefs disappointed with the new rdgime, that they should 
hand o%er the fort of Dcogan if he supported them with an 
niny against Tej Eai This undertaking was faithfully 
caiiied out, the fort being sniTcndered to n IMuhainmadan 
foicc in October lG*j3 Tbcir commander, Zabardast Khan, 
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nt^iK*<} proccctlctl to prepare tlio wny for o forward movcmonC 

cnltinp down tlio junplo and widening tlio road to Palamnu 
and Tej Pni sent up nn army of COO liorpo and 7 000 foot to 
oppoM hia advTinco Tliia forco was defeated in on engage 
ment a few milcfl from Deognn and idtortly aftorwarda Pratnp 
was pct at libcrt\ b\ Bomo of Ina cdlieronts and put in 
pospcsjuon of the fort of Patamaa Tej Pni fled and Zabardaat 
KImii then mardicd on Palamao pawin^ through dense 
jnngica and forcing pcvcral diflicnlt pisaefl Mlicn ho was 
within aix miica of Palomau IVatap seeing tlio hojiclcs^cfis. 
of resistance opened negotmiionr which ended in lus going 
with Zabardast Khan to Patna Tlicro h<' agreed to pay 
nn annual tnbnto of a bkli of mpccs and on the rccotn 
mcndation of Itikad Khan Blmli Jalian made liim 
a commander of I 000 horse and gave Palamau to him as 
a military flef its jama being flxed at laMis of ropecs 

Dp to tins time the Muliammadans had anccceded in 
spite of two inNUFiogs m obtoining nothing but promises 
from the chiefs of Palamau who continued the same po loy Dtud KUaq, 
for twenty jenrs lonpcr rrerT jear the Muliammadans 
demanded their tribute and crery jear the Pnbmau clncfs 
neglected to pa) it and contmued their caltlo-Iifting raids along 
the frontier At last Daud Khan the OuNemor of Uilmr 
dotennined to teach a ^larp lesson (o these heathenish 
ramindam and completely subjugate tbcir country Of this 
in\Tifiion there is a long account in the /l/onif/irnaiMoh from 
wlijch wo learn tlmt the tcmlor) in wlncli the nilo of tho 
Chcros was acknowledged extended for some distance into 
tlia Boulh of Ga)a district indeed tho nurllicra frontier of 
Palamau is said to have been only M) miles from Potna 
Palamau tho scat of llio Clicro cJiiof is saHl to lia\o been 
a conaidorablo city tolerably well populated and protected 
by two strong forts one on tbo summit of a neighbouring 
lull tho other oil tho plain tho Auranga n\er flowed closo 
by and all rounij were higli bills and dense junglo On 

tlio frontier wero^threo great forts \iz Kotin Ennda and 
Deogan and it was ogaiufit tbeeo that Paod Khan first 
proceeded to march. 

licaving Patna with a strong force on April 3rd 16C0 
ho reached Kotlu six miles south of Imoinjanj ui the sooth 
of Gn)a distnct on May Ctli only to find tliat tlio enemy 
had abandoned it Ho then moved on to Kunda a 
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strong' bill fort 14 miles sontb-soutli-east, but tins short 
distance took bis armjf just a month to travel se The whole 
country was covered with dense forest and Daud Khan, who 
waa determined to advance methodically, secunng a safe hue 
of communication, set his army to cleai the jungle and make 
a road On June 3rd he reached Kunda and found that tins 
fort also had been evacuated He razed the fort to the ground 
and then, as further advance was prevented by the approach 
of the rams, garrisoned a series of fortified encampments built 
at short distances between Kothi and Kunda On October 
25th at the end of thb rams, the army, 6,400 strong, resumed 
its march but progress was very slow owing to the cautious 
tactics of Daud Khan A large body of pioneeis was sent 
ahead to fell the foiest and make a road ; outposts were 
estabhshed along the line of maich , and every evening 
entienchments weie thrown up lound the camp to pi event 
suipiise attacks at night In nme days the army had only 
advanced 20 miles, reaching Lohaisi neai the Amanat river 
on November 3id Heie some tune vas spent in fruitless 
negotiations, but on December 9th Daud Khan had 
penetrated within fwo miles of Palamau , and the Cheros, 
advancmg fiom the fort thiew up entienchments and prepared 
to make a final stand s 

Daud Khan then offered the Chero chief the final terms 
dictated by the Emperor, namely, that he should submit, 
embrace Islam, and hold his state as a tributaiy chief On 
December 17th, before a reply was received, one of Daud 
Khan’s captams, unable to suppress tbe eagerness of the 
soldieis, attacked llie enemy’s outworks , and Daud Khan, 
hearing of the engagement, pushed forwai'd with the lest of 
his foice, thiew up entrenchments within range of thp enemy’s 
fire, and commenced a bombaidment, winch lasted till sunset 
put an end to the fighting During the mght, the Cheios 
brought two large cannon from the fort, and mountmg thdm 
on their bastions and curtain-works, completely dommated 
Daud Ivhan’s trenches which were on a*iower level The 
Muhammadans howevei, equal to the emeigency, carried 
a hdl oveilookmg the enemy’s position, and iaggmg gunu 
up it, enfiladed the enemy and quickly silenced then file 

The fighting had now lasted three days, and the Cheios, 
unable to hold their position, letieated to the banks of the 
river, and proceeded to eiect bieastuoiks along the hue of 
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p-irallf! lo it onf^ tn I ntfiri?!' l!ir« Band 

l\hftn Mfomn;, lift* jhn of rlrarin^. iln' cntintry hn 
n<Kan«^l »penl Iwo or thrm (n frllnirj tlic fnri t vilnrli 
int^^rrrrvvl t>^ttt<vn linn nrrl llir rncmt- an I lltrn f)nli*rrd 
ft trnf’nl ftfKan^-^ Mlrr a ulnliWn fulil of tlx Imiirn 
dnnlinn IIh |irr»- o of ndnrt* Id tr on lli'' mft'H * laiM 
fiXf^I on lltr ftamlanJ* of Blam nnd ilio rnrn»\ n'**! into l[n) 
fort TlH*ir final tand U piaj liioallv in ll« d/uni 

ijim'TFTMfi U Ixs'n l>and« on^nnal |hn to f<on|i> 
tlio Irrnriioi due li> tlio mrmr and romnit'nco n Iml 

t!io »oHnn» oirttM not olirrL tlmr fur\ and mdnni. l> tli*’ 
n'er llirv cTtjvvd it onl nlUtlod llio fmtifjniion** uinrii 
jufround tlio (onn at iIjo foyt of tl o fml TIk* cnf'mN Irr*)] « 
atnlnlreM to lltc Mplirr fott, ivlinn iIh* 1 U»& \\ 1 k» ha I tont 
JiH ttliolc famllt and mlnalilAi aoo\ to lift' mntinurJ 

tho dffoncf Tito imp^nal in*o;*a fn llio mrinlnno I'vl lakon 
tlw low^f fortiCcatiarn end *10011 IWoro ili#* paio *)f thr opjtci’ 

^ fftrt xtlifie llic f«lit rajotl till lIio fir>l of llto r\fnmp 

)ralf a tTflt<‘li htfT ilip Itaja flM to ihr |unrli-i an 1 iIk* wliolc 
fort WTK ocropM lf\ tlio viofonoo^ annp TIf' town r^* 
clfifTt! of tlift filtli of tli<* exf !<*nre of Iht* inWch tlinr idol 
IffnpV^ were dr*iro\cd and lltr |fn>rr of BIsin Ollod iho 
plarc 

Ihf* rapfuro of llir forl^ of IMarmn prariipatir rndrtl 
IIk; Tlinnph ihr ( Iktih •ur*vr-loiI in rarr^in^ Iho 

fort of I Vo-an tlicr ijnn lit cx|»'IInl l»\ ft forro il» lit liol 
if) ])aod Khan oiiJ ih ^^ullalltmafIan ronf]0i* I coin 
plclr J)aud Klian rrmainc I for roino tinit* foriifrtnf, ic\cnU 
•tronplwldft and arransnir for th*' odminiBlmiion of llio 
cTWjnlrj and llicn rcluniH lo I aiiia icanii. Palamau in 
cliarj^o of a Muhaiiimailan I aujdar Tin btlff wan nnuscil 
in lOtVJ and litlaiiiflu wan llicn ptarrd under the din'd control 
of tliQ ^ iccro) of lUliar * 

Prom thia lunn (ho annala of Palamnn arc blank fur Mroxn 
ncrtri) lialf a centurj Tlio Muluiiiiniadana treati'd thb aiLc 
oounlrj 08 a fief and did not fnirrfcro no Ion;, a« tlio tnbulo 
^08 ropnlarly paid To llio south the Cbcro chicfa idnincd 
their indojfcndcncc but tlio north was conirollctl b> Hindu 
or Mubarntnatlan noltlrn Here llio cliicf fatmly in the bepn 
nln^ of the J 8 tli century was that of tho Jlnja of Sonpum, 
wlto woa recognired by Uio Muhanimadau Cio\cmment 00 

* lilochouao lb 
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the znmindai of parganas Japla and Belannja but the family 
was dispossessed, piesnmably for some act of disloyalty, and 
'the two parganas were granted by the Emperor Muhammad 
!Shah to the family of Ghulam Husain Khan, the authoi of 
the Sair-ul-M nialJiarm The Ra]a of Sonpuia did not submit 
quietly to this siiramaiy ejectment but fought e'very inch of 
ground , and it was onlj aftei a long and protracted struggle 
that the Nawabs succeeded in gaming possession of pait of 
the teiiitoiy gi anted to them Here howevei they held consi- 
derable powei Nawab ITedayat Ah Khan, the father of the 
authoi of the Smr-nl-Mnta'khann , was at one time Deputy 
Governor of Bihar, and, his son says, " bore an unbounded 
sway He vas Govcrnoi of all that extensive^tract of gioiind 
which sti etches as far as Chota Nagpui , and he commanded 
also over Sins and Kutumba, two districts that had been 
leased out to our family from a great number of yeais ” 

In 1720, accoiding to Shitab Eai, as the lulers were * 
still refusing to pay their tribute, Palamau was again mvaded ‘ 
by the Subahdar Sarballand Khan, who was bought off by 
a sum of Rs 45,000 in cash and Rs 55,000 worth of diamonds 
In the Sair-ul-Mutakharin we find a reference to an expedition 
which the Nawab* undertook about 1740 to subdue the chief- 
tams of the hilly countiy “As he sought to laise Ins 
chaiacter and to acquji^* renown, the Raja of Ramgaih became 
of couise the object of his attention This Raja was the 
most powerful Gen too zammdar of the hills, and so consider- 
able and waihke that, the Viceroys of the Province had 
hardly any control over him He was jomed in this design 
by Raja Sundai Singh and Raja Jai Kishun Rai, both 
zamindais of the Palamau countiy, as well 'is by some other 
zamindais of Sins, Kutumba and Sherghati Supported by 
such a confederacy, he laid siege to the fortiess of Ramgarh 
and at last took it After which, he advanced some journeys 
more mto the hilly country, and after havmg settled it he 
was taking some lest from the fatigues of that expedition, 
when on a sudden mtelhgence was brought by some trasty 
persons that Raghuji Bhonsla Pandit had sent his own 
Pradhan at the head of 40,000 horse to conquer Bengal, and 
that m a few days thej would pass close to him through the 
hills on then way to that country He held consultations 
wuth his fnends, as the forces he had wnth him _ were by no 
means equal to the task of baiTing the passage to such 
invaders They all advised him to 'quit the hilly country 


/ 
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ftn3 lie nccordingly mu! cnnmpoO of (lio foot of 

(hnl djsln In n few dtj? tlio Marat!ion thro»;?li it 

nnd titmin" towanln Toclict oiid MovurMionj (lipy fell npon 
the Midnaj^ur country * 

Palamou liowcvcr reemn to have coraped lljc nvapra of 
war at tlno penod tlsou;>li the Nowab raioed Itoopa to ntpport 
the >>niperor Slioh Alam in hio inrn^ion of Ihhor (17f>9 01) 

He fonnded t!ic town of Hnrainabad nnd for many >rarfl 
lived there qntPlU until m\« Inn lie was jdraecd to 

depart to the merciful mnnffiotift of tlic Omnipolcnt Kinff and 
\nn inhumed in (he town whicli lie liod founded On his 
death Gliulam IIn«in Khan nt once went to Murrlndaliad 
ond there had the patent of the fotniK ja/jir confirmed in his 
own name (I7M 

filiorti) after this the feuds of the Clieros led to the l«rTTB 
inlcTTcnUon of tlw nntif-h I or a lonj? lime tlic routitri had or 

!>ocn in a state of dulurlmnco owinj to thn strupplps l>ctnetn |[Uyt,o 
rival factions for llie chief place In ITii a rebellion hroVo 
nut in which (lie rulinp chief Ranjit Rai wns murdered ond his 
place taken by Jai Kisliun Ral tbo bead of tlic Ralmaii oa 
the mciubera of the jooncer bmnebes of tlm ro)(ii;» Chcro 
famil> wore called The Rnbuon were supported in their 
ncitoji bv Tliaturai Amar Slnt,h a devrndant of Ihiran Mai 
nnd the last common nncesior of tlm Chainpur ond Ranku 
families w\ few jeare nflcrwanls Joi Klshun was himself 
slml in a skirmish with some of Rnnjit Rm s relatives m 
tho Chetma pass near Sithanrn and Chllmpt Rai prandsou 
of Ranjit Rai was made Raja Joi Ki hnn s faniilv fled 
to Mnlpra in the Onvn distnct nnd took rcfiipo with one 
Udwnnt Ram a hnnunga who in 1770 took Ciopnl Rai Jni 
Ividinn a prandson to Patna ond prwntcfl hmi to Captain 
Caroac the Government Agent ns the riul iful heir to tho 
Pilaiiiau raj At tins lime tho representatives of Chitrajil 
Rai also were m negotiation with tho Controlling Lomicil 
nt Patna butlhotoann! whicli was lutcrcsicd retlicr in tho 
cbllection of Its rovcTino than in tlicso family disputes decided 
that tho first thing to be done was to take possession of tho 
I'nlaionu fort To this proposal Chitrajit s Divsnn Jamnth 
Bnigli wIh) was m possession of tbo fort refused to oecedo 
even though tho Council ofTcrod to rcco^mio Clntmjit as Raja 


* lUymocd • tmuUUoo ol Uu Satr «l XIoltibarin roprlalcd «t 
CaltutU 1903. 
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on a revehue fixed at Es S', 000 for ten years This refusal 
induced the Council definitely to suppoit the cause of Gopal 
Eai, and Captain Camac marched from Patna on January 
21st, 1771, and reached Palamau fort by the end of the month 
“ without a shot fired ” Shoitage of piovisions and the fact 
that he had maiched more quickly than his heavy gun could 
follow prevented him from attacking the fcrt till Pebiuary 
18th, on which date a two days’ bombardment began The 
point selected for bombatdment was a part of the wall bmlt 
of brick which Captain Camac was infoimed was thinnex than 
the other parts Accordmg to the local story this weak point 
had been deliberately left by Medni Eai so tliat, if his family 
should ever be driven from the fort, they should have a ready 
means of re-entiy and it is said to have been Udwant Earn 
who pointed it out On the third day stormmg parties 
advanced against ihe breach and against the Nagpur gate, 
wlieieupon the garrison abandoned the fort and fled across 
the Auianga before they could be intercepted Chitiajit Eai 
fled to Eamgaih and the Thakmais, after a further defeat m ‘ 
June, fled to Sirguja 

I 

Formal possession was now taken of Palamau by the 
British Gopal Eai was made Eaja on an annual tribute of 
Es 12,000 which was fixed for tlnee years , and Udwant Earn 
was appointed kanungo of the pargana Owing to the 
opposition of the Thakiirais this tlnee years’ settlement soon 
broke down and in Febiuary 1773 a five years’ settlement 
w'as substituted for it, in which Gajiaj Eai and Sugand Eai> 
relatives of Gopal Eai and ancestors lespectively of the 
Bisrampur and Deogan families, w^eie associated with him, 
the leveuue demanded being Es 6,000 in the fiist yeai, Es. 
8,000 in the second and Es 12,000 for the next tlnee In 
1774 the control of Palamau was transfened at the instance 
of Warren Hastings fiom Patna to Calcutta and in 1775 
Philip Fiancis recoided a mjnute in wdnch he pointed out tho 
inadequacy of the levenue and inged that “ a legulai and 
impaitial bandobast ” should be made ^But the Coinjiany’s 
hold upon Palamau was insufficiently stiong and Plnlip 
Francis’ influence waned Though the British had assumed 
the go^elnment of the country, it was not till many 
years later that anvthmg like settled ordei and an organized 
ndmimstration could be introduced Gajrai Eai and Sugand 
Eai soon began to play for their owm hands in opjiosition to 
Oopal Eai, who was still undei the influence of Ud 3 \ant Earn. 
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TJnfortnnQtoIy for lum TJdvnint Horn prcmifnod foo ftr on 
liii influonca and olicrmtcd ilm ofTcctions of Qopal He was 
Bopplanted ei a fa\‘ounto by ShixTi TVaalmd Sinpli nopbew 
of ^nath SIngli theditran who with tho aswatance of Gojmj 
and Su^nd ancccodcd in Indocinff Gopal to snminon Udwant 
Itam (o hiB non paloco at Shofipar now a pictarcs<]Jto rnin 
on tho west bank of the Koil oppoaitb Dalton^n] and there 
to l£avo liim bmtally mtrrdcrcd TIio relatives of Udwant 
Ham appealed for araiitance to tho ainnil detachment of 
Bntuh troops at Lesfl/janj whicli marched to Shallpnr and 
arrested Gopal with his brother Karonpa) Qopal was taken 
to Cfiatra for trial and died in captJnty at Patna In I7W 

A period of confusion followed Tlio successor of Oopol Bottlcmwil 
^vos Bosant Ilai bis minor brother Oajraj owuraed th 
rrosilion of niami;::cr while fitignnd and tlio Tliak-nrais nnder lui 
Rhivtt Prashad Singh fell into opposition t* him In 1783 
Basant Bid died and after a throe >carB struggle witli Ins 
^ mother^ a ponod known as tho amildan of tho Tiknitccii 
Shn'a Prasliad Qingli wlw liad meinrUiilc been making his 
peace with tho British was appointed manager on belialf 
of Cliumnian Rai a minor step-brother of Vsaant Bai Bv 
tlio terms of this settlement which wos made by Mr Matthew 
Leslie in 1780 tJio manager was requlrcK^ to mnnago tho 
estate in o proper manner and tho onnunl sums to 1^ paid 
by llio old pijirdarr ucro fixed the Dcogau estate was eottlod 
with Sugand Bai and the DIsrampur estate with Oojrej Bni s 
oldest son Cldmtaritati wlnlo tho Tliakumis also secured a 
goodly portion These tonus were continued by tlie Decennial 
Botllemont of 1789 From assets amounting apparently to 
Just under Rs 20 000 a year tlio catnto liad to pay a 
Government revenue of Rs 12 182 in addition to maintaining 
tho police at a cost of aboat Rs 3 000 a vear In addition 
to tbis Uio manager who woe bimsclf one of tlio pnncipal 
jagtidars introduced a sj-stem of commuting tbe rents payable 
by the jagtrdars on terms fa^olIrablo to theni tho rents of 
these tenorcfi were at tho same timo reduced on other protorts 
and Ihoir extent mcrcased by vanoua means Tho Raj was 
thoroforo already in dlfEcnltics m 1703 when Roja Chnraraan 
Rai caino of ago and assumed control For some years lua 
revomiQ was paid by osaigmng tbe rovonuos ol jiarticular estates 
euj Villsgca to bo collected by a taxatcal appointed by Gotctd- 
mont wluio tlio Rqjo prorided for Ins own needs by 
goinipykmg further porfiopa gf hU diinmislmig jnegmo for 
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Imnp.'nim pajnicnt's He had recourse also to re'uiming the 
Euhordinate tonurc^, a ‘^(cp which pio\oked freneral induniatimi 
'^nd led direcfh to the Chero insurrection in 1800 Once more 
British troops were called m to operate again'^t the insurgents 
under the command of Colonel Jones The insurgents flel^ to 
Rirguja and in 1801 it became nccessar}' to march two 
battalions into that state in order to enfoice leparation for 
their outrages When the insurrection had been quelled 
thingb went from bad to woise The Baja was reduced to 
haul- nipt c\ and the administration to disorder 

The s\stem of collecting the revenue through a sa^nv nJ 
vns di‘-continued and an Assistant Collector, b> name 
Ivlr Panw , was deputed to sec what suitable arrangements 
could be made for realizing the levenuc He on his own 
authority annulled the sanads of Chuirtman Bai and ic-estah- 
lishcd the settlement of iSIr Leslie Tins action was 
repudiated bj Goieniment, but no stejis were apparently taken 
lo gne cfTcct to their orders The stale of unccriainU con- 
tinued and the rcienuo remained in arrears till cieiilually « 
111 1814, on the adiico of Captain Bough ‘:edg*'e, the estate was 
put up lo auction and was bought in by Goiornmcnt 
for Bs 51,000 The following extract is taken from 
JTaimlton’s dc'^cnption of Hindustan (38201 “In 3814, 
arrears lm\ing accumulated to the amount of Bs 55,700, 
owing to tlie incapacity of (he Baja Cluirnnmn Bai, and flic 
refiactory condiul of the disaffected ■jnqinlars, the parqdnn 
V , 1 *^ brought to the hammer, and pmcha'’ed b\ Go\ernmcnt 
for 51,000 The general lognlations for the jmhhc dues 
and administration of jubtvee had befoio extended lo tins 
estato, m eoinmon with the other jilaecs dopondent on the 
ikngal IVcsuleiu \ . hut in (ou‘:oqncnce of the wild state of 
the 'i ountr\ , tnii'^wlmg thicflv of hills and forests, and the 
rude minnei'' itfc inhabitants, tbe^^e rcgnlatiun'^ lould not 
he od to ha%c more than a nominal opeiation in (he intenor 
Jn Ic't, the u ih/atiou of the ic\enue pirtook more of the 
ji'ono of culunt’r;, toutrilmtions than of that netne and 
j-MhtUil enfo!i,tinent of the right' of Cio\f“rnment v he h ’’ u 

t' ’d in all the otlu'r tdd disliut^, atul fiuta whuh tie 
i U'hiolht of I'.iluo u hvd no pttiifuu (laiiiu, to t'^imptem 
'! t!i ' bung a frontier it h<{ iiia of 

"ni'eioi « to ’ < t tla }( I o ton of the pnritatux ui t, J < ' ai 
h , 1 gd < u u' tiimn*' t<j (moe the /<n/ir</af , vu‘i 

n • til n h% l!k, il e\.''ll'tn'- ot o’hu , 
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r<»r (he mx'i'iiipliHliim nj of ihc<o purpofcfl Hoja rntcli 
bingh wan w Us.U*il liitt lie dieU in 1811 llio ormnge- 

inont VTM under dn^UF^iioit, and nt the rcmnimcntlntuDn of 
Coplaiu h^lu-ard llougliwHlge tlmi commanding llir llamgarir 
Uatlalioii the ngliln of Go\cniiiicnt were Ironufirrcd to hi* 
son HS)a Oliaii'diam Bingh In efTcclinp lids incaMire 
Oovemincnt iiiadL a coinudi.nildo iKviininr) Mtnfico but the 
objocta proposed to bo carne»l into execution were important 
as bcsidci< rcuarding a lu^al ntid mcntorioiis family il 
provided for iJie hdcnial mana^cimul of tlic cstoto for the 
realization of the rcxitiuo and c\mtuallv for the general 
protection of a \'ulncrablc fronlitr li wbh at the luiue time 
deemed of |inmar) moment that tlio rights and {mmunilies of 
tho jagtrtlart eliouM bo tnaiiitnmni iiixiulate fur thn further 
anco of winch object it unsonlcreit that the amount of land tax 
pajTibli. bv each jagirJar rcspccti\cl> should Ik? endorsed on 
the hack of live document which tmnsfcrrcil tho distnct to 
Itap Glianslwm Rmgli in order to proem futna hligntinn 
and to pxt stabitit) to tlic arTangeiiieiit Nor did tliu |>nor 
umindar lUja Cliuniiiian Itai sustain anv n'al ni]ur> bv 
tho sale of his estate lie hnd long boLii o mere ciplur in its 
rannaguuont and nearly an idiot in iindi rbtanding diHsoIuto 
rxtrsx'Qgaiit and titoughticss a charactir windi unfoiiuimtelv 
applies with too uiuch jusdev to alin<»it all tin. jungle 
zamntdars IIo was so indolent oh whullv to ahandun liis 
station ond resjxinsibibtx and vxos nIuuXK rv*nd> to gi\o 
rorfe blditchd to an> pcnroii who wuuh) undirljlc to Bujiply 
him with 0 or G rujx.'cs dailj for Ins jK-fhoml txpiiBC Jliis 
miserable dnef of a distracied Umlorj Imd no lineal licira 
and tbo collateral pretender won utterly unfit for tlio 
xocation 

Tlio grant of l*olamau to Raja Cluiusbom bnvli of I)co 
on an annual rexenuo of Its 9 t)dO ond wnb tho HtijHilation 
that tlio ngblB of the jagtrdan tdiuuld U inamtamcKj bad 
been made aa a reward for berxicctt wliicb lie and his family 
bad rendered on scxcnil occiiBioits iii quclltn the diaturbarrccs 
of tlio turbulent l lieros and Klmrwars and it nnglit haxo 
been expected that lio would haxo been ablo to control tliem 
It was stipulated tlimt tho roxonuo aescKWcil ou the jagirdart 
tenures in 1789 should not bo increased but a jHolractcd 
corrcsiiondcnto followed to determine wlmt tlicso ossesementa 
bad been wlucli wfs only cut sliort in ]817 by anotlier 
general insurreebon engineered by tbo jagirdart xvbo xvoro 
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again agitated by attemjits to lesnmc tlicii tenuies on ftie pari 
of the Kaja As a lesult of this insuiiection the estate was 
taken undci khas management m 1819 and has so remained 
evei since 

Until 1800 Palamau had been under the revenge juris- 
diction of Ramgarh in that J'eai it was tiansfened to Bihar^ 
The Assistant CoIIectoi who was in chaige of Palamau 
coiiesponded until !181G with the CoIIectoi of Bihar, but he 
was then directed to coiTcspojid diiect i\utb the Board , and 
in the following yeai he was placed under the Board of Com- 
missioners foi Benaies and Bihai, and told to conespoiid with 
them thionuh the Collector of Bihar In 1819, the year 
m which (lovcininent took diiect possession of the Palamau 
estate, the Ramgaih collectoratc was established and Palamau 
attached to it These constant changes of jniisdiction, com- 
bined with the usual tiansfeisof oflQccis, led to coii'esixmdence 
being inisl.ud or ovei looked and added to the difficulty of 
adiunnstcnng an aiea for the piopei solution of the pioblems 
of which Goveiiiment found themselves inadequately supplied 
w'ltli infoimation Picsh lepoits were constantly being 
called foi by Govcnnncnl which saw that theic would be 
110 peace in Palamau till the vaiious agiaiian difficulties were 
set at lost But cefoie these matters could be settled, the 
Gloat 3\ol icbelhon of 1832 occuned the outbieak v^as woist 
in Pvaiulu distiict, but the Cbcios and libaiwais of Palamau 
al o joined iM Tioojis liad to be raaicbed into Palamau and 
llie insiiigeiil. wcic defeated near Latobai After tins 
ut'unencc the local administiation was again reorganized 
ind ni Ibil I’alainau was incoiiioiatcd m the Lohaidaga 
tb tint nuclei the Soutli-AYcst Pionticr Agency Tho 
licatiqiiailc'is of tins distnet weie at Lohaidaga till 1811 
and then at Ranchi Pioui 1852 to 1859 a Snbdivisional 
Ofliiii with jmisdiction also ovei Sngnja and Udaipui held 
bis oflue at Koianda, a Milage winch lies over the Sirguja 
iiuiilci ii)out ten miles soinh-wcst of Hahuadam the site oi 
the bmigMlow can still be seen, and the Mllagcis icmember 
that i home onec stood theic The fust Subdivisional Offieei 
\ all Liuoi‘>on and the next INIi , afteiwaids Sir, 
I'lioinjiMin , who snhi-oqucntl} boeainc Lieutenant- 
(ioecinnr A nioic nnsuit iblc lieadquaitcis fiom tlie ]K>int 
of Me A Oi R'l'iiiau could haidh be imagined and the Milage 
w ( ui o found to be unlit.iUIt\ and ijl-siiiipbcd with tlio 
m M uu> of life The Idutnn of *1857 Imally ])io\ed bow 
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anmiitQbic a pfaco it nan nml Pnlnmmi v,i\n fnrmril in(a 
a ccparato itulxlmufon willi hdihiunrlm llmJ were fixcil fmt 
at L^ligon) ^\llc^e tliu rc\xnuo lioil betn ailLetcxl for eonio 
}cani and oflcnrurdn in IbGJ ut Dalton^^an) 

In Aujxusl 18 -j 7 two companies of Iho Knintarli battalion xnr T^omk 
nintimed at Haranba^h and when lieutenant Gmlmin Mmut 
ndmnced upon llic mutineora from nmielil they retired into 
ralnmau TIio following account of il»e roiirre of tl>e Mutiny 
in robinan ia taken from tlio Minute of the Lieutenant 
Governor on the Mutiniea aa t)io\ afreeted the loner 
Province* 

Tlio population of Palnman diatnet romiy>^*il chi/’fly 
of two tribes tl>o Clicroa and the Ivliarwana uith a apnnklinr; 
of Kola and otlier M\Tipe« who took little part in iho oiithrcik 
and a few Prahmans Itajpnts ond othcra wlio nre oppownl 
to the inaurgenta Tlio Cheroa a spunoiia fiumlv of Uujpiilrf 
said to have on^inall) cotnc from Kumoon o fevs fxhtuncs 
* sinco disposacsacd tlio on;;i(i3l reipiliif* fomil) and e tahli tied 
ono of their own cliicftaina in their room IIw dfMcmhinta 
eontinued lonp to hold the chicfnhip and tlic rtprcfxntitj\o 
of tlio family the la^t Itajn died ^v 1 thln llie last ftw jnra 
kavlnp no direct licira The Chcros Imvinr tliua efitahli'^lieil 
theinacUCT atrcnpjthcnrd tlioir poAition b} conferring jagir* 
on their followers and numbers of thev /aj/irdurr with 
impo>‘Cti8hcd and dcopl} mortgaped estatui Blill oust llio 
Kliirwors are also settlers said to hove coino onginnlly from 
tho hills west of Politaa Tlic> arc di\idcd into scvtral clnna 
of which tho pnncipal arc the Uhogtos with whom olono wo 
ere now concerned 

* This tribe inhabiting an elcvoted plateau between llio 
high bnda of Sirgnja and tlio low country of Palamau from 
which tlioy arc furtlicr separated I»j a range of liills of which 
they hold tho passes and possessing almost inaccessible fast 
nesses have been long known as a race of turhulont freebootora 
and their lato clilof died an outlaw On liis dcatli it was 
considered a wiso pohc) to confer this territory in jdgir on 
Lis sons Nilarabar and Pitambor with a nominal quit-rent 
and the pohey was bng successful in oupprewlng Uio natural 
marauding tendencies of these chiefs Unfortunately however 
Pitambar ^vas at Tlanclii when tho outbreak too^ placo and 
Uunking Uiat hero was tho end of Bntish rule and still 
Xurther ponlinuod in Chis opinion by tlio behaviour of the two 



■36 PALAIVIA'O.] 

companies, o'f tlie 8tli N I , who passed llirongh Palaman 
on then waj to join Amar Singh, the two Biotheis detei mined 
'on declanng then independence, then fiist elToits being 
■directed against the loyal Hajput •jngirdars, Thakniai 
Paghubar Daval Singh and his equal loyal cousin Thalciirai 
Kisliim Dayal Singh, with whom they liad long been at fend 
aVTany of the Chero pgirdars -^eic induced to join them, 
paitly on the piomise made of placing a Chcio chief on the 
throne, paitly, no doubt, in the hope of retiieving their now 
impoveiished and decai^ed foi tunes, and late in October 
;a force of about 500 Bhogtas, with otheis of the IChaiw'ar 
clans and a body of Cheios, under the leadeiship of Nilambar 
-and Bitambar, made an attack on Chainpui, Shahpui and 
Losligau] The attack on Chainpui, directed as has been said 
• against the loyal -zamindais, Pnghubar Dayal and Kisliun 
Dayal Singh, on account of ancient enmities, was lepulsed , 
but at Desligan] they succeeded m doing some damage, 
destroying llie public buildings, pillaging the place, and com- 
mitting 'some mill dels. Lieutenant Graham, -who was at ( 
this time officiating as junior Assistant Commissioner in the 
distiict, haling advanced with a Bmall body of not more than 
50 men, the Bhogtas letieatcd into the hills of Siiguja, whither 
in consequence of the smallness of his foice, he could not 
pnrsne them, and he was obliged to aw'ait reinforcements at 
Chainpur, 

By the end of Povemher the whole countiy appeared 
to be up m arms, and Lieutenant Giaham, with his small 
jiaitv, w'as shut np and besieged in the house of Paghubar 
Da^al, whilst the icbels weic plundeiing in all dnections It 
had iieen pioposcd to ‘^end the Shekhawati Battalion into 
Palamau , but at my uigent request two companies of H M ’s 
P3lh L I , which wcic at this time quartered at Sasarnin, 
weiG dll eel cd to jiioceed under command of Major Cotter 
to tlic lelief of Lieutenant Graham I at the same time 
called ujion I he Den Paja to furnish a contingent for sen ice 
in (he dislmhed di'^tuct On the 27th November the station 
of Pajliara bad been attacked by a verj’ large body of 
Bhogt 1 *- and Mo-^sis Gnmdj and TvIaDei , who were employed 
there on the pari of the Coal Company, after bolding tlieir 
liouse ns long as jmssiblc at la^t with some difficiilly made 
their e'-cape 

" The two compamc'? under Major Colter, with two guns, 
rccomjunicd b\ Mr 13al cr the Deputy ^Ingistrate of Sasaiam^ 
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^rowd tlic Bon nwr AUmrpiir on llio TOtli TsovoniKor 
In<in»clu3n* mconulnlo lipwl Itccn w»nl to Luntcnant (Iralmm 
that on Itcirv: rHicvcnl lie utw nt once? to fnll !»ark w-illi t!jo 
forro rulnincin;? apnin l^crcaftor wlifn lie i»lioulil liaro tlio 
nl^ollR of donij, VO The dotochniciU imcliM Blmli|wr on 
tlto 8th Decciiilicr and werr joincil h\ 1 irolcmnl (imlnm 
One of the pnndpal loadrm of the inninrrntn Dd>i Bnkeli 

tii'na Rt tlipi tiino cnptnmt On l)ic mlvancr rd the f(in*i 
tlie rebela rrtmtnl hat hnmt the village of Mniikn near 
Prtlanian Fort and t)oAtro\cd the honee of BInknri Binph 
A mmindnr of Annie inflocnro tvlio hod lent creat n^i^lanro 
to 1 imtenanl Qraliant Major Cotter waa onlocil to relimi 
to Baannsm rui Bliorphati to clear the ghats in that direction 
hat the irhcl force recined to l*e bmkinf! np the captnre 
of Debi Ilakidi Tlal notcnl above lind the elTrtt of dudicarten 
in;* tliem and tlie Deo lUja Imnn^ Dotr joineif mill liia 
contmpent of COO nmlchlocknicn and 100 winars 1 pemnlted 
tlmt officer to return unu ndvnnnnj. lownnln Inx fonnrr 
jnfdtloa he readied Kitliunpiir on the MmllVccndicr Pnlan 
Glial wldcli liad l»eon held h\ the UliosInA nlmndoned 
on lua approach Tlic rd>cl« alao withdrew from (Iminpiir 
liavinj; made an t nuticccwful attack on Itankn fort whero 
tlwy were re|mlAcd b) KUhun Dajml 

‘ By this time Idcalonant Oraliam had received n fnrtlier 
reinforcement of 000 men sappHc<l hy the Barlnrihkar of 
Sirpafa and waa able not onlv to maintain his position hut 
toadon the offcnslvo and hcarinc that Pennanando Tlakadar 
of Kanda was In tlio noi"hlKMirhood ho PM?nl out a party 
wluch sorpnaed this chief tho most mnuontml kmder of tlio 
Kharwar tribe with four of his pnncipal men and 75 followers 
Nilainliar Said n^as still collectini:' men and liad Intel) 
plundered two Milages ho IwwoNer kept most cnrofallv 
to Uio jungles and allowed no opportomty of attacking hun 
Sirguja was also Invaded by tlio followera of tlio SingmuU 
Baja a contumacious dependent of the Bewah Baja from 
whom lio liad no uuthonty for thiu acting 

On the l6th January Captain Dalton Idmsolf starteil 
for Palaman with 140 men M N I under Afajor MooDonnoll 
a smalt party of Itamgurh Cavalry and a body of matchlock 
men noder Parganoit Jagat Pal Singh a chjof who on tbia 
and otlier occarions disjdajed very remarkable loyalty and 
'atlaobinent to the Qovemmont^ and has been rewarded svith 
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a title, a Jdulai and pcnfiion TTc i cached Manka on the 
21st January, and being joined duiing the night bj Jjicutenant 
Gialiam, next moining aftci a icconnaissance of the Palamau 
Poit, finding that it was held by Die enemy, they detei mined 
on an immediate attack, and advancing in tliice column's, 
against which the enemy for some time kept up a bnsk but 
ill-directed file, succeeded in dislodging (hem, when they 
fled, leaving guns, ammunition, cattle, supplies and baggage 
behind them Ten bodies of the enemy weie found , our 
loss amounted only to one killed and two wounded Letters to 
Nilambar and Pitambai Sain and Naklaut Manjhi weie found 
wuth the baggage, and amongst them communications from 
Araar Singh, promising immediate assistance from Kuar 
Singh Some loading insurgents w'ore capluied about this 
time Tikait Unaras Sinfrh and his Diwan Sheikh Bhikhari 
w'eie convicted of being concerned in the rebelhon, and 
executed 

“ The Commissioner remained at Lesheganj till the 
8th Pebruary, collecting supplies and making prepaiataons, 
and he now detei n'lmed on foicmg the passes into .the Bhogta 
country, hawiig wuth him a force of upw^ards of 2,000 men, 
whilst that of Nilambar and Pitambai were said to be much 
reduced and not lo number more than 1,000 Meanwhile, 
he had issued panoanas for the attendance of the various 
jagirdars, most of whom readily responded to Ins egU, but 
the most powerful and influential of them all, Babu Bhawani 
Baksh Rai, head of the Ghero family, did not, for some Dme, 
make his appearance, and was said to be collecting a large 
force to oppose Captain Dalton, and to have entertained 
a number of the Eamgarh mutmeeis On the 3rd of February, 
however, he too came m, and thus removed a principal obstacle 
to our onward movement Havmg divided his force, Captam 
Dalton sent one body wuth ILshun Dayal Smgh and others 
to Shahpur to advance against the Baghmara Ghat, whilst 
he himself moved to the attack of the Tungan Ghat As he 
approached tins place on the 10th February, he learned that 
the insurgents, who had held possession of the pass, were 
plundermg the village of Harnamanr jn his immediate neigh- 
bouihood Lieutenant Giaham, wuth a party of sowars, 
dashed -on and succeeded in mtercepting the enemy, and 
rescuing a band of captives and a herd of cattle which they 
weie m the act cf dnvmg off Three prisoners were also 
:taken^ one a leader of gome consequence. Two out of the 
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Ihim wen? llip linni tv-jtn Ivcpf for tlio mIo 

of infomiadon wlilcli he fecciiictl pWo ntid willing lo com 
municate 

No op|>fKition wfli ftdcmpto4 <o <hnr entering tho 
nimgla conntrj orfd on the nth they reaidiCH] Clicrnn on 
llio honhs of (Ik? Koil the prInHpil t<T*Wcnc« of (he innurgrnt 
!»rothcn! where (hey Itad a fortified hon«* Captmn^ Pilloti 
cnwing (ho Kotl (Iw? rcbcN did nol awnit his otlnck In (ho 
village but rclrc^foil and (ook up ponidon^ behind moBkotl 
hruiBtwrks of rtonca on llic mdc< and ndge of a hill over 
Iwnging (lie Milage Thew were earned In mirce^nlon and 
(ho cnemj put (o fiiplit A dafoilar of (he Hnnigarli Cnvalrv 
was killetl ol the banning of (ho flight The village and 
(Ikj fortified liounc were oftcnronls dcutroyctl ns won Rnnc>a 
nnolhcr strunglnjld of the ixIh-U clone to Clicmu whicli waa 
nlw found dcfcrtct! T*nrgt quantities of gnain were bclrctl 
Q8 w»ll an licrdrt aaf cattle and Mcvm! hcrdniitn who Irad 
•been capttin^l by (be rcbcbi wea released 

TIio Co^mlIB^^K3^rr niimincd in (lie Hliogto roniitry 
(ill (luj 2flrd of Fcbniar) but wus ih»( roat'fpful in cnpluniig 
tlio nnglcadcn Kilanibnr and ritoiiibnr 1 artwA were 
cuiuitantl) sent out in oil directiunn wlio pi netmteil to tlicir 
bill ond junglo fofttnc^s(;s in some inslonccM na was evident 
just os the fugitives lud made their rscajHi A fi.u mflntntml 
men Were taken hut neither threatH nor pioinnics had any 
cITocl in inducing (Ii<m to rcieal (ho Jiidirig pluccn of (lieir 
diicfn A full retaliation was liowocr exacted for oil tho 
iniw-lncf done bj them Tlioir Milages wen destroyed tlicir 
goods and cattle X!itod and their ostnlcs ronfiscaled to tho 
Blato but wiiilst stem justico wos (hufl meted out to tlio 
intitcra of this rebellion every endeavour was mndo to 
concilioto their loss guiliv followers ond (ho inhabitaids of 
(ho country wliich now seemed to bo gradually sclthpg 
dowTi 

In tlio Nnwngarh hills a body of rebels was collected 
in (lie middle of Marrli under Oonimt Ilai aud BiBliumiatli 
Sain Captain Dolton procceiTcd to Lohardogo with tho 
intcnfioii of oltacking them but falling ill was obliged to 
dcpulo tbo dot} to Captom Oakes who with a party consisting 
of Madras Hifles Itanigorh Irregular Ca>*alry and IGO of 
tho Nol and Santal Levy under the comuuind of Captain 
Katiou, by a rapid rnardi succcodcd In surrouuding tho 
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enemy, who weie eo completely surprised that they made 
no resistance Bishnnnath Sahi was captined on the spot, 
and Ganpat Bai, who succeeded foi the time in making his 
escape, was soon taken and brought in by some zammdais 
and matcblockmen, who had been sent m pursuit These 
lebels weie afterw'ards tiied, found guilty and executed. 

“ Nothing worthy of being recorded has smce happened 
m the district of Palamau, and the restoration of complete 
tidirqmllity and confidence seems now only to be a question 
of time Nilambar and Pitambar Sahi are still at large, 
miserable fugitives deserted by then followers, and the Com-, 
missionei is of t pimon that no further danger need be 
apprehended from them I must not quit the subject without 
recording my high admiration of the conduct of Lieutenant 
Graham, who, without another Enghshman Hear him, 
surrounded by thousands of the enemy, never thought of 
letieat, and by mamttcimng his post, prevented the district 
from fallmg entirely into the hands of the insurgents ” ‘ 

To the above account it will suffice to add that Nilambar 
and Pitambar Sahi were eventually captured, tried and 
hanged , and with their capture the distnct was tranquilhzed 
Thakurai Eaghubar Dayal Singh of Champur, Thakiiiai 
Kishun Dayal Singh of Eanka, and i^hikhan Singh of Mankah 
were granted jagirs, in lecogmtion of the loval services they 
had rendered 

After the Mutiny, as already stated, Palamau was formed 
mto a separate subdivision with headquarters that were finally 
fixed at Daltongau] In 1871 the pargaims of J apla and 
Belaunja, containing 650 square, miles, were transferred to 
it from the distnct of Gaya, m which they had hithe^o 
been mcluded In 1891 it was proposed to constitute Palamau 
a separate district in order to secure greater efficiency of 
administration It was pomted out that the district of which 
it formed part had the enormous area of 12,014 square miles, 
equal m extent to the Presidency and Chittagong Divisions , 
that the people, +aken as a whole, were as different from 
the inliabitants of the remainder of the district as the latter 
fiom their neighbours on the east and that the land tenures 
w^ere- as different from those m Chota Nagpur proper as the 
lattei were from those in Lower Bengal. Its distance from 
the district headquarters added to the difficulties of adminis- 
tration, the nearest part of the gubdivision, bemg 60 miles 
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ami llic fuiiljrtt part lOOmilcn from naiic}]i wliilo Balton^nnj 
vnxfi itpolf 101 jniica JiFUint from (Imt placo U v-na 
occortlingly rccommcndctl that PaUmau eliould bo formed into 
a rcparalo district vnh iho addition of lh« Tori pcrgana 
where condiiions wero pomewhat similar (ho people tlicii* 
mannoni costomi, and land toniircn biing dilTcrcnt from 
llio*e of the rest of Cliot*! \apimr and more like tho^o of 
Palaraau Tliese propos,il« vero occejilcd it un*i rcahr^I 
that I’alamnu* required the cIopo iiimI inimctliatc Fn|krMsioii 
of a distncfofficcr and acrordingl) it woji consiitolctl a district 
from Jaija3r\ lat 160-2 tlie first Do|ruty Commifisioiicr being 
Jdr W R Rnght c s i , i c a 
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THE PEOPLE. 

Qrowto op population of the district at the last census, that at 

wTOLiTioN. 1921, was 733,394 oi an increase of 309,339 over the popula- 
tion lecoided half a century before in 3872 The increase 

from census to cen- 
sus IS shown m the, 
maiginal statement 
The large mciease 
recorded after the 


Tear 

Populnlioa 

IncreaBo over 
la t cQnsaB 

1321 * 

733,394 

45,684 

1911 

087,710 

67,018 

1901 

020,092 

22,820 

1891 

597,272 

45,859 

1881 

651,413 

127,358 

1872 

424,055 

/ 



an 


the incomplete 
nature * of the first 
enumeration Bet- 
ween 1891 and 1901 
the late of progress 
vas retarded owing to two fammes, in 1897 and 1900, 
and a high death late in the latter yeai an actual 
loss of population occurred m the east of the distnct The 
rate of increase was accelerated again m the following decade 
between 3901 and 1911, especially in the south of the dis- 
trict , in Husainabad m the north there was a slight decrease 
Between 1911 and 1921 there was a further increase, though’ 
at a reduced late No special cucumstance affected the 
health of the population duiing these ten years until 1918. 
The rainfall of that yeai was above the normal, but its dis- 
tribution was fatal The monsoon broke late, and the time 
aiailable foi ploughing was so curtailed that the people m 
many cases saciificcd the hliudai for the aghant crops In 
July floods occuiicd that completely uflset all ideas then 
obtaining on the subject of high flood lei els, and most of the 
mai7o and other hhndni crops that had been soved wore 
vii‘hcd a\\a\ Bv the middle of August the rams had prac- 
‘^topped, and by the middle of Septcmlicr they had 
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On On' nnlrri^rntcil lanHn \tlncli arc for 
Iho nwl part in l!ic (•ion of tin* /msllrr Icnanlfl Iho 
rice tmp vran o fnilurr nn»l tli'* ntca i jwn \vit!j rofji emp^ 
vnin only of liaU O'iaa! rxtrnl TIic dlslrict «ti*> only 
mvtsi from n din ter liv iIh* rrrerve of tint luvl been 

nmimuiarinj: tbe revdt of rmral vear* of r<vvl ct ipn and 

tljc boom in llm hr trade dtinn^ tbc ^r nm! thank* nl o 
to a tn'ihua crup Meanwhile ilic tiilTcnni, rau-<^I by 
the inflnonfA rpJdcratc of ihn \rir ' m* ;:rcnirr than in an> 
other di'tnrl of tltc prtrvin'^ the dc'»ib rat^* frtm f«\cr 
rcr-o to ihr onparallclcft In if^lit of *1 - pir inillr and thr lota! 
numW of dcflthi rroi nlcd in th )eir or 

H fX*0 m rxec * of Ilic nnnilKT nf I inh TIk. rjjJtmjo 
mntmued dnnnc Ilk. fin.! inonlh* of ll»« folhwin- ^^cf ond 
the t»rl!i rale of the ncxl tno "rr» na mfllb li\ In 
rfatc of tin dl isiera ri/o incna.-e cf | jpuhiun dnrin" the 
dreade wa* or CTri p«T rent fhr uirm-'r nan 

* prratcit in CldnttaiTnir IluMunlnd ind (»nrl>\ n vilulo 
fxrofTc*! in Ihnin Mnhnadmi nnd Ihlnnnlh 
Gcncrall\ ^jx*ikin'» llu i*i{*tjbttoM Jnrrtirt) in iln nurlh 
whore it r.ai mot nnd decr^anl in th fjuth \rluri it 
\ra* toart don c 

The axoropc ntmibor of ftormini iho M]>nrc milo in the brs^m or 
di^tn I I* only 1 ifl w compared wilh ih jruMjitml avi ra "0 
of -too tlic donpiu 14 Ic 4 tlwn iii niis oilur disinit in the 
ITonneo cxcrpl Anqnl Hie j»op«lntioii i* dtiuM nlong the 
vallojB of tlir Ini^cr n'em the Koil llu hon and the 
Anianil Tlic inddonce in crojic**! in hilnn^anj (i’JO j)cr 
wjunre mile) and Garhua (2151 ihnna* and hart in Hanka 
(7J) and ^fohuadanr (Od wlirrc tiuro ore rxteimse oren* 
of Government and private foriM J von m tlio inoit densely 
populated nrcai there i* nmcli uiicultivutcd land and it 
i« |>o<wiblo to Ro conridtrablo dintoncca Hoflo to Daltonpanj 
and Gariiwa vntlioul PcohiR field or Imbilation 

On the night of tho Ift*t ccniraa U 000 penvonn who UiotinoH 
bad boon bom outride tho district were enumerated in Tala 
mau while SC 000 person* bom in Palamau wore onumcra 
ted in oilier parts of India baving a baLinco adverse to tiro 
distnot of G 000 Out of tlieno 31 000 innnlgmntu 2.J 000 
came from adjacent disinots in the province and out of the 
30 000 cnngrantu 21 000 were found in ton-contiguous parts 
of other provinces chicfl> in \BBatn Apart llicrcforo from 
tlie organized cmigraljou to tho tea gardens of \ftsnm which 
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liad inci cased abnoimally in lOJS-lO, the stieam of hiigrd- 
t.ion sets towauls Palamau where the density of population is 
less Ilian in the adjacent distiicts of Biliai The jungly 
chaia.'ter of the western houndaiy of the district accounts 
for the few migiants that pass to and fio between Palamau 
on the one hand and Miizapur and Siiguja on the other 

Emigration to the tea gaidcns m the Duals is not regu- 
lated , that to Assam is icgulatcd undei ^he Inland Emigration 
Act and is undei the supei vision of the Assam Laboui Board 
Theie is an agent of the Tea Distiicts Labour Association 
in Daltonganj, who contiols the opeiations of the icciuiting 
811 dais in the disiiict he accepts also any would-be emigrants 
fiom flirgiija The number of peisons rcciuited by him sinc6 
1917-18 and the number of garden siidars employed to recruit 
them IS as follows — 


Tear 

Lntoarcrs 

Dopoiidante 

Total 

Oardon 

Slrdocrs 

1917-18 



• 

255 

133 

888 

654 

1918 19 

• • 

• • 

4,709 

3,457 

8,160 

2,413 

1919-20 

• • « 

. 

1,609 

946 

2,554 

1,617 

1920-21 

• 

t 

• •• 

648 

609 

1 , 2^7 

261 

1921-22 

• • 


420 

242 

672 

719 

1922-23 

• « 


227 

96 

823 

661 

1923-24 

t* • 

• f 

110 

38 

148 

461 


A sudden mciease in the emigration to Assam, such as 
occurred m 1918-19, is now-a-days an mvaiiable accompani- 
ment of scarcity in Chota Nagpur 

To-wks AisD The oSy places treated as “ towns ” for the purpose of 
vnAAoEB the census were Daltonganj (9,817) and Garhwa (9,626), 
winch are of almost the same size although only the foimer 
IS a mumcipalfty Both are centres of lofal trade, though at 
the time of waiting it appears that a formidable rival to 
Garhwa is bemg developed m the state of Sirguja The 
remainder of the population reside in o,120 villages, and 
more than half of them, 68 per cent , hve in villages with a 
population of under 500 Small and scattered villages are 
therefore the rule 
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Tlir f'f Un^tiajrri rpot*<*n In l*o](unnu I« jn'Mtrf t.»rtic*oc 

lhan In ilir diMnrJ’< nf Hihar Inil Ic ^ Ilian In llir mljnrcnt 
dit'Uifi of Unnclii Nlnft^ Uuee prr n n‘ rf llic* j ipnlalion 
ppril. Ilnidi rr Urdu fix p rconl ^p»*ik I>n\iilnn hnrnspc^ 
bnd ono f'or rent Miinda bnpnacf'P Amonpft llio DravIdLin 
hnnia^o^ Jill nwol univirltnt In Oraon fpoloji l>\ -12 (XK) 
pcrvin*' tnnonqrl Iho Mimdi lanjnJSCOii Kurwa ppolt ii 
i N nearly 0 #>nf» nnd 1 ahidau is llir onU jdico ulierc liiriia 
fpi iVorn wrrp nv<»nl<^! In nnv nnmlH'rn 

Tlio pTr*\l tnajnritv pfv\plo l)»c <lin!o<^ of 

Indian Hindi IticmTi IM ojpnri hoi In llio notlli*nsi 
tliC MofMlil iHnK'<i inM Tlio |iiiiTr form of niiojptin 
knoxim os Slnmlird nitojiurri Is tpoVrn in tlis ftnp of ronntrv 
olnoc l!ir» liank of llic f^n I nt llio dhlrol hrrr lias 

roxrral Jluorj. oners frni (Tio bn iia r i|olrn In Slialmbad 
In iIk? mnaindor of llto di (ni*l llir iroplo si-rik a comipl 
fumi of nimjptiri xxlinli Ins nndcrpnno motlifiralioiui partly 
* l»\ tlio inflnonrr of tlir Mt^rnld dnicol wlnoh sorrotinda it 
on thtoo siJn* and of llio < lilialli rarld fpolen to il* xroil 
ond piTilj owjn;. to tiu lntro«lnrtion of vonb Into ils x-ooa 
liubn wlnrlt Iwlonj, to llm hoffuiftm of ilie nun Vrran 
impntatwn It Is j.oncrtll\ knmrn os No;?|tim8 or the 
ian^'tnst^ of Cliola Sa^(?ur proper hot It i- ol-o knmn un 
Radn ond Is called h\ the mm Xrynn Mumlas Dikku 

Kajt or llio bn^uanc of llio Dilkns or foreign rs Tim 
uord fladn in (his jart of the connlr> is opplnsl to Iho 
hiifninsc of the wtllfsi ns nparl from tlu onw'itlctl population 
*llios (!m corrupt form of Chhat(is;!nrlii xvhirli is s|to)%cn It 
(he mni \rjanixed Komxns ulio liavo oltandoncd (heir 
original Mnnda laiipU3f,o is known os Bafln Korwa jis com 
pared V lili tho Imo Konva lancnugo Ixjlonpinir to the Munda 
fninilv which is still spoken h/ (lielr wilier brethren * 

^^aJ,'^hl i c tho dinlccl of Maffodlm or foulli Bllmr 
is current in the north-eafit of Pobiimu and docs not differ 
m any material respect from tJio latiitiia^o spoken in tho 
adjoining <llslnct of Gaju 

Oraon or Kurukh is spoken moitil} in tho south of liio 
distnct ond Monda dialccta bj ronous tribes of aboriginal 
descent 

According to tho cenros of 1921 8-1 per cent of llio Rmorosf 
popabllon of tlic distnct were Hindus 9 per cent ifuliam ^ 
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madans, and 6 pei cent Ammists The proportion of Hmdna 
to Amnnsts is apt to vary fiom census to census owing to the 
extreme difficulty of deciding where Hmduism begms and 
ends among the semi-Hindmzed tribes. The increase m the 
number of Ammists at the last census over the 1911 figures 
was 24 2 per cent , which is partly to be accounted for by 
this difficulty and paitly by the fact that 3UBt before the 
census theie had been an anti-Hindu lehgious revival, tlie 
so-called Tana Bhagat movement, which would natmally 
tend to mcrease the number of •Ammists 

rimdus The number of Hindus is 617,690, but the most 

numerous Hindu castes are the Bhmyas (87,000) and the 
Jvhaiwais (59,000) which aie only partly Hmduized and which 
witli other similar abongmal and semi-aboriginal castes and 
tribes aie being gradually assimilated into the Hmdu social 
system These castes still retain m a large measuie the 
liabiis and beliefs of their forefatheis and the line of division t 
between them and the Ammists is very faint. That the 
Hinduism piactised m large areas of the district is not of the 
orthodox Brahmamcal variety is shown by the fact that m 
the aiea of ovei 2,000 square miles included in the jurisdic- 
tions of the police-stations of Balumath, Chandwa, ^Latehar, 

. Keih, G-aiai, Mahuadanr, Banka, and Bhandana, there are con- 
fiideiably less than 2,000 Brahmans, including man, woman, 
and child In these and othei parts of Palainau popular 
Hinduism consists largely in the worship of spiiits, mostly 
evil, and a belief in witchcraft, sorceiy, and feticlusm, and, 
the Biahmamcal iites of oithodox Hmduism are far less pio- 
miiient than the animistic observances of the aboiigmals 
The following descriptions, which are based mainly on Mi 
Boibes’ Settlement Bepoit, o£ thiee Important members of 
the village community illustiate the state of affairs that still 
exists 

The Baiga The Baiga, or as he is sometimes called m the Ton 
■pargana, the pahan, is the village priest whose duty it is to 
piopitiate the tutelary deities of the ■village and to keep 
away eiil spirits No village is without one and, such is the 
supeistitioii of the people, that they would lathei deseit their 
land than leraam without a Baiga Pei sons of aboriginal 
descent are piefeued foi the post, the belief appaiently being 
that, as they are the oldest inhabitants, they are best 
acquainted Mith the habits of the local spiiits, and that jici- 
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ponii vslto hrtvo HiiKln aixl Umlmmiilcnl JondonLicfl could only 
offer o dividM olle^oncc to Uic Bjlrnii deities and \rould there 
fore not be oceciitablo to Uiem Doflodlii and Bhuixas aro 
often Baigun, and the i^crton prcforrci! is a member of tbo 
(nbo tfmt first cleorcd tire ]unglo bat luiliari Brahnmns 
and o\en Muliommadnna are (hoogh rarclv, found Iwldlng 
llio office Women also sometimee offiemto In temporor) 
\Ticancios 

Tlie chief deity whom the Dalgu Ims to propitiate is the 
\dllago god uho presides oNcr the sowing and gallienng in of 
Iho crop and is worshipped at eced time and Imrvcst with 
offerings of slieep lads and goats 8 )'mbols of him m llio 
fonn of a rough atone daulKjd with rcnmlion are found at 
Iho fool of different trees in almost overv riDogc tlmnighoul 
Palaman and all enstes from Brahmana to Bliui)ns join m 
hiB worship Besides lids dcitj tlicre arc a numl>er of cnl 
apints wlio oro responsible for llio appearance of discara 
among man and beast and the Bilga In bound to offer up tbo 
ncccmry wnflccs lo prcicnt their coming or to tlrnti tliein 
away A good haneffl again depends on Ins exertions and 
accordingly it ie Ins duty to propitiate llio spints before 
ploughing 18 begun For this purpose lio Iciies contributions 
of monev gram cloth fowls jnd goats from the \ dingers 
and until tliesc sacnficea haic been performed no one wojdd 
Hunk of yoking a plough 

Besides exercising tlicoo pncRtly functions the Baiga 
19 regarded as the depository of village lore Ho is supposed 
to bo better Informed of all Uml concerns tlio \nIlngo than 
anyone cUo to have a thorough knowledge of its boundaries 
and to bo able to point out each man b tenure but hia 
knowledge bf these matters has now been to a largo extent 
cryslalbzcd m and BUperseded by the rccord-of rights Among 
the jungle tribes if ho is one of thoir luce or a member of 
tho licrcditary priestly family Jio is tbo arbiter in disputes as 
to land or rent and the oraclo in ques'liODB affecting the 
ancient customs and rights of tlio villago with all of which 
ho 19 supposed to be mtimatcly acquainted .^o ofBco la 
hcroditary but should there bo fr^nent molmesa in tbo 
village should cattle dio or oilier calamities ocenr the Baiga 
U blamed for ncghgonce m lus duties and is ousted from his 
position In tho event of its becoming necoeaary to appoint 
0 Boiga a Jneotmg o^ the village oommumty la bold and tho 
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successes 18 chosen by vote or, among pure ab'onginals, by loi; 
the individual selected is then called to accept the post and, 
in the event of his domg so, a day is fixed for the ceremony of 
mstallatiou On the appointed day the whole ^allage meet 
m solemn conclave The village headman piesides and calls 
upon the candidate to state publicly whether he is wilhng' 
to accept the post On his givmg a leply in the affirmative, 
the emoluments he will leceive and the duties he will have to 
pel form are explained to him and he is then conducted round 
the boundaries of the village, the different landmarks of which 
are pomted out to him After this the whole party letum 
to the place of meetmg where the president, takmg up the 
Baiga’s wands of office, which are called chliun katari, solemn- 
ly hands them to the new incumbent, and the installation is 
complete These wands are the saciificial mstruments and 
aie heiilooms of the village , they are presented in the foimal 
manner desenbed above to •each sirccessive Baiga and are 
used solely in saciifices In every village there are, or were, 
lands specially set apart for the support of the Baiga which 
he holds rent-free They appertam to the office and cannot 
be resumed by the landlord When his jurisdiction extends 
to two 01 more villages, he holds land only m the village 
where he actually resides, while the otheis make him pay-r 
ments m kind • 

The Baiga is often also recognized as the landloid's 
messenger in the village This is doubtless because he 
receives from him a grant of land in return for which he has 
to help m the extension of cultivation, the calhng m of 
settlers, and the carrying of lesponsible messages There as 
no part of daily hfe to which his influence is not supposed 
to extend It is mdeed not an uncommon thing, when there 
has been a blank beat for tiger, for the villagers to recommend 
that the Baiga should be taken to task or even chastised for 
not domg his puja efficiently In this as m other things the 
village! 8 aie convmced that failure is due to his lazmess or 
roguery 

Some villages, especially those lymg to the south of the 
district, have a functionary called Bihwar or Deora m addition 
to the Baiga ^^flule the latter propitiates the village deities 
at the gaonJiel or village shrme, the former’s duty is to see 
that evil spmts do not disturb the peace of the village If 
they aie angry, crops aie likely to fail, and to safeguaid 
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Apninst thw mlsfortnno they have to he kept in pood 
humour and frequently nppeaaed with offennpB of fowlB which 
ore killed in i»omo quiet comer of the villape and afterwards 
taken by the Dihwar ITc w precluded it is Mid from killmp 
animals or poing to the villago ahrino. Ho i* quite distim t 
from tlw Bniga and ncitlier intcrfercfl \vith the other but 
both are conridored equally important for the welfare of tho 
village Tho Dihwar is provided with dromi lands 

Of tlie 0]lia or exordst Mr rorliea lias given the following Th- OJhs 
account — Anj-ono may liecoine an Ojlia conaequcntl} tho 
office is not confined to any particular caste or tril>c The 
science w regularly taught bj profeasoni hut oiiI> dnnng the 
ten dajB of tho Dasaliam when by payment of a certain sum 
an}’onQ wlio likes can Icom tho art Such is llio l>c)ief m tho 
power of tho Ojlia that ho is called in on cicrv occasion 
A Xumhar spoils a lot of tiles or earthen vessels and 
> immediate!) fancies tlut Ins liand lias lot Us cunning by the 
innucnecs of some onl spirit Land won I )icld a cow won I 
give imik a bullock dies or a cliild sickens^all cull for tlio 
services of tho Ojlia On all these occasions ho gtts 
a fee sometimes in money generally m land Ho is 
not very lioncsl and often impose* on tho credulity of 
the pcoplo and there in no doubt tiiot lie and tlio Daign 
often go lisnd in hand m robbing their unfortunate dnpo 
For inntanco an epidemic oppeara among tho caltlo the 
Ojlia IS at onco sent for and requested to exorcise tho evil 
spirit This ho'voinly attempts to do and at last pretends 
to discover that tho evil has been caused by tho neglect 
of the Baiga to perform certain sacnficea The Baiga 
when called upon of course admits this and ngmfies bis 
readmees to do what is requisite to romov'o the onl os soon 
aa the people have provided liim with the necessary mcaDs 
Iflirge quantiticH of moneys cloth gram etc are immediately 
collected from tho villagers and ore shared in by the two 
rogiiea Tlio miimmcneft iiorformod by ilic OJhaa in oaorcising 
evil splnte consist in making pasnes blowing with tho mouth 
and in muttenng incantations wluch arc nothing more than 
a repetition of the names of certain famonfl spints After 
this they put on a wise look declare tliat the spirit has been 
V appeased and that the patient is sure to recover demand 
their fee and deport If, oa is frequently the case the patient 
does not recover they fall back on the unanswerable 
argument — God s will If all goes well they get the credit 
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To this it may be added that the Oihas aie consulted not 
only by the lower classes, but also by the most oithodox 
Ka]puts and Kayasths, by membeis of the leading families 
and even, it was lepoited not many years ago, of the local 
bai, regarding the bnth of a son If the piophecy comes 
true, the vow made is rehgiously fulfilled , and very handsome 
aie the presents the Ojhas sometimes get in this way 

The people ”, Mi Foibes goes on to say, ” aie fiim 
behevers in the powei of witchciaft and the evil eye, and have 
a wholesome diead of witches oi dams, as they are called, 
and one of the most important paits of an 0]ha’s duty is the 
denunciation of these people Fiom repeated failuies the 
people have not that miphcit faith in the Ojhas they once 
had, but even the most enhghtened among the Aryans beheve 
in witchcraft Not a child can sicken, noi a cow, nor a 
bullock be stnick with disease, but a witch is supposed to be 
the author The art practised by Ojhas, they say, can be 
learned by anyone, but witchcraft emanates from the devil 
The witch casts her spell in secret and never declares herself, 
she wishes a child to die and she has only to say ” Wliat 
a fine, fat child that is ” or ” How well that child is looking ” 
and the spell is cast The cluld is sure to sicken without any 
apparent cause and die A mothei is proud of her child’s 
hair, and the witch, who is spiteful m ail hei actions, m the 
dead of the mght takes a piece of thread, mutters the child’s 
name, severs the thread, and m the moinmg, the beautiful 
hau IS gone Another mode of casting spells adopted by 
witches, and imphcitly beheved, is that m which the witch 
is supposed to come to the house at midnight Without 
entering it, with an instrument resembling a native mocu- 
lating lancet, she scores certain marks upon the wall of the 
house, mentioning at the same time the name of the person 
on whom she is working her spell, and mutter mg certam 
incantations In the morning a facstvnle of the mark made on 
the wall appeals on the aim or other part of the body of the 
victim, who always dies This has been said to occur to 
seveial persons m a house, one on each successive night, till 
at last the whole family have been obhged to fly 

‘‘ The ceiemo ly performed by the 0]ha m order to 
discover a wntch is cafled 1<anso Lurtlu On these occasions, 
the Ojha when sent for either calls in the assistance of a 
brothel m the craft or brmgs with him one or two of hiB 
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or diwiiplcfl who liQve a innottonn^ o( Iho Art A bell 
mctol diBli IS produced ond filled wiih pun' water into whi..h 
fi smsil handful of kurtht (a conrso kind of pnlw) is thrown 
This dish is placed in the sun find the Ojhn rcpcntinp in o 
low voice certain incantations looks steadily into the dish 
observitip the shadow produceil b) the pmina whicli float on 
the top of the water After Omi lapse of some minntes ho 
retires to n short distance and Ins place is taken bj another 
who also looks into the dish Tlio Ojlia then proceeds to 
question him ns to whM he secs ipitsUon succeeds question 
now he secs this now that but there la of conrso colldsion 
between thb parties nnd tho person v horn it lias been pre- 
viously njpecd upon to denounce Is eventually noraed Tho 
Ojha has of course a grand opportunit} given Inm of revenging 
himself on onv person with whom ho is at cnmit\ but when 
ho has no such private ro\cngc to satisfy a bar en woman is 
generally clioscn os tho ono to bo denounce' Murder often 
foUowg tlui denouncement of witclic* for whicIi the Ojhas are 
to be held responathlo TIio nnfortunalo woman denounced 
Is perfectly helpless slio cannot hope to bo believed let her 
deny e%er so slootly and alt she can do is to consent to with 
draw ilio spell 

As tt rule, tho victims of the Ojhas donunaaliona are 
harmless old women but some women have as imphcit a 
belief in their powers for cmI as the rtllagors Tims some 
years ago tiierc was a case of a jonng cnUivntor whose child 
died ono night \\hcn lie was watching Ins fields On his 
return -Iio found nn old liog croucluug onisido tho fence m 
front of his house She had swept a piece of ground and laid 
on it tlic body of a dead vole with its licad pointing towards 
wliere tlio sick cluld was lying Bohmd it wore the bodies 
of tliree dead grasshoppers and belimd them again five clay 
figures of mice These abe had morshaltoJ in a row muttering 
to herself tlio while and was pushing as if to an attack. 'When 
sodi cases as this occur it is aniaU wonder that tho eupers- 
titiouB terror which is provoked among a people imbued with 
a firm bcUof in witchnvft shoald often be the cause of murder 

The number of Aninnsts retnmed at the census of 1921 AnimitU, 
was 43,319 The difficulty of obtaining tliese figures jmd the 
extent to which they can be rolled upon Iiaa already been 
explamed Most of the Aninusts were recorded in Boluma-h 
<^5,000) Banka (7 000), lAtehar (7.000) Qarhwa f6 000) 
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Malluadanr (5 ,000) , and Daltonganj (4 000) , Animism is 
most pievalent in the south of the distiict 

The cieed of the Animist cannot be reduced to a seiies 
of definite propositions Life without hope is impossible, and 
liope lequires a backgiound of optimism the Animist has a 
vague belief in an omnipotent being who is well disposed 
towards men and who can therefore be neglected foi all 
practical purposes Of more immediate, practical importance 
aie numerous evil spirits, who are ill disjosed towaids human 
beings and to whose malevolent influence are asciibed all the 
woes that afflict mankind To them therefore gacnfices must 
be offeied These spurts as svlvan deities, the spirits of the 
trees, rocks? and stieams, and sometimes also of ancestors 
Theie is no legulai priesthood, but some persons aie sup] osed 
tp be better endowed with the powei of divmation than otheis 
When a calamity occurs, one of these divineis or soothsayeis 
IS called on to asceitain the paiticulai demon who is offended c 
and leqmies to be pacified 

65 002 Muhammadans weie enumerated in the district, 
of whom more than half (39,000) were Jolahas, weavers and 
cultivatoi s of the lowest class There were also 9,000 Pathans 
6,000 Sheikhs, and 1,300 Saiyids The .Tolahas are found 
thioughout the distiict, the Pathans chiefly m Husainabad 
and Gaihwa, and the Sheikhs in Husainabad and Daltongan] 
The Muhammadaus aie most numerous m the north of the 
distiict wheie the power of the "Mughal emperois was most 
felt and wheie the two purtjaiiut, of Japla and Belaiupa 
woie gianted as a jni/ir to officers in the empeioi’s employ 
Most of the present day Muhammadans are descendants of the 
coiueits then made, but descendants of the Nawab’s family 
nie still to be found at Husainabad Pelations with the 
Hindus are geneially good, except m the noith-east cornei 
of the distiict wheie the same feeling of hostility is ajit to be 
•'hewn as m the adjacent aiea of Gaya 

The Palamau .Tolahas aie geneially ignoiant, as the 
following piactice show's It is the custom of Muhammadans 
to ictitc an Arabic text when sl.uightering on animal for food , 
and the local Jolahas, finding it hard to remember the text, 
laid then difficulty bcfoie then Muishid or religious head 
Tins hoh man cjinckly and easily found a solution by breathing 
on a knife and handing it o%er to the head of the Jolaha 
community with the remark that that would serve their pur- 
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po<c Since then even Jnlaho fnnil!} Im** anch kni\c« 
nnd hai been rcliexM of the nccra^ity of qiiolinff -tlic Arabic 
text In (lie rntan llwna tlK*) exon w*orAldp tlic Min and tx\o 
]TOptjlnr dcilicR nre the rnneU Vir an»l fltmkh Raddn 
Tlie former arc pnipitiatod hr oflonn^a made pcnodimll) 
and nl«o on ppecinl orra^iona anrli n« mnmnpea and 
dcatlia Their nltnr comtiMa of n mnall mound of cnrtli 
in n room act ai«rt for (lie purpoiu' on xvhieh aweelmm(a 
and oilier ofTennpa are laid Tlie omi«^lon of anrli 
ofTeniip la bcliexcd to cnfatl amouB conaequrncca and cvtrv 
cntainity (Itat ximIk the famiK la nacnlied to reniismcaa in 
the diwharRc of the |iropitifllorj woralnp hheikli Smldu 
\v1k) haa no Midhle rcpro<^ntation u* apnoo^'tl by iwnfic^a 
of poata ll la l>elie\» 1 that unh^a he La jknjpilmtcd he 
tokea pcwoKHinii of women who po into nii eeptalir Mate find 
pfiur forth tonTiiia tif mrohcrcnl \«rao while under hia 
iiiflncncc 

Another peculiar reremony t*on«i«t« of makui}’ offenupB 
to the apinta of dortnval amralora \ plate of mveetincata 
la aet opart for cneh of the npintu to l*o propitialetl )omj« 
ore lit and name ho!\ man of the loenht) rejicata \crrea from 
tho Koran oxer evh plate ralllnp on the ilcccapcil b> name 
One ]>latc i« xiKTialU dedjrxlctl to lliimt Uibi jl remnt a 
coxored and can onlx be mnoxed and ita contents uil> 
partaken of b) females 

Tlicrc are oKopether 7 ‘W Clmstians in the district ofCUrtiUMia 
wliom 7^12 arc Indians Kenri} oU of these arc to Ik 
found m Cliliechlian xrlicrc (herq is a flounsliinp Jcami 
niiasKm* and the onl} ihurch in the distnit In Fcbniarx 
IftOO tv depntation of 70 Cliecimnens xisitofl naiielii 
pour implorer I aide et la protection dt^s IVres dons lenr 
dHmloes nxec lew txTaniieaux du pajs 1 Tliose wtro tin 
prertt daj’B when converts were bcinp made hy the thouRaml 
in Ranchi district under the inspiration of chota moui 
Tjiovens Bnhil> still celebrated in tho soups of llio conxeris 
Two daj*8 before Clinstinas m that year Fatheni Cardon and 
V Bclion reached Kurund on tho liilit between Banve and 
Clihedihan wlicre the xalloy is said to hax*o pivcn itself to 
the mission en bbo J dtois at heurenx wrote Father 
Debon que j avals m(kne dcs vollcit^s de devemr po6te 

• Boo La UUtion iu DtngiU OcdienUl bj P JauoD u 

j L« tha pavdlord* o! 
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This expedition resulted in 3,000 baptisms, but it was not 
till November 1894 that the mission seemed a permanent 
home m the valley “ Poui le prix modique de 100 Bs , 
un petit cadeau au chef de la police,* I’adversaire le plus 
mtraitable, et un paiement annuel de 10 Bs , le Pere Dehon 
devint acqu&eui du ten. am d^sii6 h Mahuadanr ” In 
February 1896 Father Pehon was well estabhshed here, and 
it was he who built the church, school and bungalow Here 
he laboured for the next ten years, and he died of a heatstroke 
in 1905 m the tram at Ba]haia as he was retuming to his 
work in Chhechhari in spite of ill health His remains were ^ 
first intened at Daltongan], but were subsequently removed 
to Mahuadanr 

V Nearly all the Chipstians in Chhechhaii are Oiaons, whom 
the Fathers found, unlike those of Barwe, “ mquiets et 
d^fiants, obstmes et intiaitahles ” The mission passed 
through a crisis during the Tana Bhagat movement me 
1916 when 4,000 defections are reported to have taken place 
during Holy Week alone Most of these have now been 
restored to the fold Christian and non-Chiistian Oraons m 
the valley eat and dimk together , mdeed there is httle to 
distmgiush the one from the other apart from the fact that 
many Christians wear a crucifix and that they go to church on 
Sundays Prayers are read on Sundays m the numerous 
village chapels by the “ masters ”, who are the principal 
local representatives of the mission The supenoi stafE at 
present consists of one European and one Indian Father, and 
three Indian sisters of St Anne One hundred and twenty 
boys read m the boys’ upper piimaiy school and 100 gnls in the 
girls’ lower piimaiy school at Mahuaiam An industrial 
school has recently been started m which the pupils are taught 
to weave on the fly-shuttle loom Twenty-five schools are 
mamtamed m other villages, of which ]4 aie aided by the 
District Board 

The only other mission in Palamau is the Church of 
Christ mission which first came to the district in 1909 The 
commumty m Daltongan] now numbers about 100 At that 
place an aided middle Enghsh school with about 60 pupils 
and an upper piimary school with 40 pupils are mamtamed 
by the mission, most of the pupils being Hindus There is 

* 1 e the sub-mspector of pohee at Mahuadanr, whose nam§ is lost 
in the mists of the past, 
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oIm nn oTTihanjifjc conlaininp 2'» orj>ban^ and a middle \cma 
ctilnr ftrliool for prlu \Antli lio^tcl* nttarlied i« lo Ik* orrciwl 
Tlie nun Jon oIpo liepan work nt )«atclinr 10 venrs i flcr it 
came to Diltonpanj i e in 1010 Tlio in n^Kinan nl I atcliar 
la Intcrmtcd in the c<K>|temti\c nmxcmcnl In that nrifiliUmr 
Ikxk] 

Tlic wtiifltion of rnlanioii iHitucen (he Clinln \apjiurCi*rtji xnt> 
jdatcau (he home ol (lie nlM»ripinal racc^ and (lie Gonpctic’^*”’^ 
vnllcx Mith itR Ar^Tin civihwitioii lian n iiltcil in n mixed 
fxjpulaiion aniMRliiip |»artlT of nuloHitlhin* n» (ril)cii on«l partly 
of people of Arjun dv-^nl njo followiop In a l»nef dewnji- 
tion of the pnnrifral cairtca and tnltce found in the diHlncl 

Tlio larpci't eanto In that of (lie niiuuan a rare of nho- OIioijM, 
ripinal dewriii who nomlwr 8.f 000 w>uta of tlic»e 3 h 000 
or ncarlx half oro (mind in the Dnltonpn i) ai\d 1 otan llmnas 
{iloiip the vnllexR of the Amaimt and Koil Tluv arc 
namerouR also in the adjacent wc km thonfin of n8tanI)aRli 
The> ore a dnrk well i»rojinr1iQneJ nee vm(U black stnipht 
liair picntifal on the head hut Rcant on tlio face (hex are of 
tncdiuin height xvith fipnrea xxel) knit and cnjiohlo of 

endunnf, j^rcat fatigue hot lipht framed and not pri.*«nlin„ 
any ptMl niURTubr doxclopnicnt Their fcaturcn oro pencmll) 
of xery inucli tlic winio ca«t tho now Rliphtly elexTiled and 
ratlier rctroumu the exes xvcil Rimjied and 8tnnj,ht but iicxer 
xerj larpo or deep Mt tho clieok and jaw iKincP oro projoctinp 
and jpxc breadth and wjuarenesR to tho face 

They am an offshoot of tho pn'al llruMdian Inlw of 
Blniiyaa wliicli onco hold conpidemhlc power and still 
nuinbcn ncari> two-tliirda of a million but in this diBtnct 
they Iiavo liccomo a degraded race from whom tho gom^ril 
lalKiurcn and nerfs (Lttmiya$) nro re«Tuitcd Nominally 
IbnduR the x-cneer of Hinduism has oiilv recently boon laid 
on and licncatli it maj be obserxed many Imccs of tho pn 
mitixo Aniuiism common to Praxadlnn (rilK» 

TJic woniliip of Dir Kuar Is especially alToctod by tbom 
Bir Kuar being a dolty believed to have been onginallv a 
DlmijTi xvlio vcaa killed for an intrigue with on Alnr woman 
Two posts are set up outaido the village and a pit between 
them IS dag and filled with wood which la sot alight Tlio 
BoJga or village pnest havnig bathed and put on a yellow 
robe aprmklefl ghi over the fire and eproedj a layer of gross 
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on it He then rides thiough the fire mounted on a pig , the 
lattei IS next stabbed to the heart, and the flesh distiibuted 
among those piesent, any portion left over being buned 
Anothei offering consists of a hen which is made to eat nee 
and then killed The deity is supposed to attend the saciifice 
and to beat his woishippeis with a leathei whip plied by 
a man impel sonating him 

The Alms or Goalas, with a numeiical stiength of 47,000, 
aie the most numeious caste of Aiyan descent They also 
aie found m greatest mimbei m the north of the district, fiom * 
Balumath to Untan They aie cultivators and heidsmen, 
and are one of the wealthiest classes m Palamau They aie, 
eagerly sought after as tenants, and, it is said, are given 
vaiious concessions because of the benefit their cattle do to 
the land by manunng it The majority, however, even 
towaids the south of the distnct, find insufficient pasturage, 
and migiate with their herds to the tablelands of Sirguja on 
the appioach of the hot weathei, letuinmg when the rains 
have set in to giaze their cattle in the lowlands 

Like the Bhuiyas,_ they woiship Bn Kuar, who is lepie- 
sented by tivo wooden posts The officiating pnest calls on 
the deity to appear, and throwing himself mto an ecstatic 
state, leaps about lashmg his body with a hair lope "When 
this fit has passed, the worshippers consult him about then 
diseased cattle and hand lum nee, which he looks at and 
then declaies whethei the cattle will lecover The rice is 
tin own into the cattleshed in the behef that it will seive as 
a charm The legend about Bn Kuar is that he was an Ahir, 
whose sistei was a great witch This witch taught many 
young girls the mystic ait, the place of rendezvous bemg neai 
a pool m a foiest at dead of night The paiticipants m the 
witch’s levels had ^to divest themselves of their clothmg, and 
Bn Kuar coming on them one mght took away all the 
clothes Has sister, ashamed to come out naked, then changed 
herself into a tigiess and began kilhng all the Ahirs’ cattle 
In despan, the Ahirs appealed to Bir Kuai, each piomising 
hun a hoise if he freed them fiom the tigiess One night 
when he was sleeping among his buffaloes, the demon tigress 
came out and tried to kill him, but the buffaloes were so devoted 
to him that they formed a circle round the .ti^ess and 
killed her Bvei after that the Ahns bad peace, but when 
called upon to fulfil then piomises, they refused to do so and 
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iBfnniMd By MAh dfaring Bir \nnr a clay horso This 
W tfw rMMO why io i la> Iicnpa of htflo oartbon 
vm horw nuy b« teen at tha f<i ot of ovciy shnno of Bir 
imt, who proteota the cattle fncD fbo attach of tigers 

The Kbarwan who number 9 00*) are known locallj Kli*rw»rt. 


aaXberwan and are aleo called tb 
thoQMPd Joti aa the Cberoa are 1 
Twelra thonaand, fn oocnioemorati 
Bha^wat Bai conquered PaUman t 
oi Kharwara and Cberoa in the 
clearly of abongioal deaoeat the 
oi a JDraTidiaa type, very dark i 


AthamhaMir or Eighteen 
lown ns tho Dambozar cr 
n of (Ijo fact that when 
0 inrading army consisted 
t • proportions They are 
I meet among tliem being 
ith tinck protaborant lips 


aad prof efttfa g obeek booea. Indok nt and extravagant they 
have loat moat of the whlob tb y once possessed and have 
boM redoced to the poaiiioD of ctii (nutors Ouing to tlioir 
iMgiifeooe aad aloth, it appoan H)»} that thoy will bo pushed 
fisrtber aad farther back aa coltiTa ion advances The) are 
hwrtdinately proud of the tradJtkma >f (hoir former greatness 
and tbia pride baa helped in ibet donnfal] ob t)ie> arc 
cootioBally boggitig the idee that tioy nio or nero a great 
people, aad make little or nojUbmpt at improxcment cr 


p rp g i ee a moat of them follow the i 
wiU carry k»da iqMa their beads d 
Socially they are land and warm li 
blood orer real or imaginary wrozJ 
anger are very fleroe when arooaed | 

Q%e Kharwara now rank am 
iBra^mana bot many of tbe aocoeot 
aod tbe bebef in witchcraft and tbe 
> ahoog aa among tbe laai cinlued 
Mpear to reeogniia vagoaly the exiak 
-WDDm they oaU by tbe Hindo name 
yaatly pc^niar deitiea are variooa | 
•oeh aa Chandra Bai a deified Eorw; 

wamor who fell in battle Gorai> 
tlairtsil Ebarwar, Hankarmal an ol 
^jlain bj an naorper, Hebtarpalbat 
A godfing of ^ i^niyas C 
^jbMha^ deHiea la generally of the i 
fiiitIbiiDf a Kharw Bai^ and tbe 
p j^titilfirably a black ha^ooAr 
49f|giiM;aad ttian daeaprtated 


'lough bat none of them 
onsidcring it derogatory 
[larted hut arc prone to 
^ and tliough slow to 

)Dg Hindus and employ 
brms of worship remain 
)owor of oviJ spinta is as 
aboriginal tnb^ They 
nco of a Supreme Being 
3f Panneahwar hut the 
()dliDgs and evil spirits, 
I Chatter Bai ongmally 
' I who IS regarded as a 
Id Bajput king who was 
'i deified Bhat Purbia 
t landl etc The worship 
I me type, the ofQaatmg 
' omiuoneet offering being 
- which is first made to 
The Kharwara like all 
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the aboiigmal tribes, aie very superstitious, and people the 
jungles and bills with spirits, to whom they offer sacrifices 
at ceitain times of the yeai 

One of the most remarkable of these spirits is Muchuk 
Rani, also known after the name of the tappa which contams 
her home, as Durjagia Deota, this home or nailiar is on a hill 
called Bahuraj situated in the Groveinment village of Juruahar 
All Ediaiwars regard hei with gieat veneration and make 
saciifices to her several times during the year , but the most 
cuiious ceremony is the tiienmal marriage of the Ram On « 
the bndal day the whole of the two villages of Juruahai and 
Ukkamand ascend the hill singmg a wild song in honour of 
the bride and bridegioom One of the party is selected as 
priest, and he ascends the hill in front of the piocession, 
shouting and dancing till he works himself into a frenzy 
The piocession halts at the mouth of a cave on the top of 
the hill, and the priest then goes inside and letums bringing 
with him the Rani, who is represented by a small oblong- 
shaped stone daulied over vuth vermilion A piece of tussei 
silk cloth IS placed on the Rani’s head , find a new dollar or 
sheet IS placed below hei, the four corners being tied together 
in such a manner as to allow the Rani, who is now supposed 
to be seated in her bridal coach, to be slung on a bamboo and 
earned by two men, as in a iialanqum The procession then 
descends the hill and halts beneath a banyan tree in Juraahar 
till noon, when the mairiage procession starts for the home 
of the biidegioom, who resides in the opposite range on the 
Kandi lull m Ukkamand village On then anival there, 
various offeiings are presented to the biide , she is then taken 
out of her palanquin and put into the cave in which the biide- 
groom, who belongs to the Agaria caste, resides This cave 
IS supposed to be of immense depth, for the stone goes rolling 
down, striking the rocks as it falls, and the peojile all listen 
cageily till the sound dies away, which they say, it docs not 
do for nearly half an hour MTien all is silent, the people 
return rejoicing down the hill, and finish off the evening w'lth 
a dauce 

The Bhogtas were treated as a separate caste at the last 
census but theie seems to be little doubt that in this distiict 
they aie luetcly a sub-caste of Kharw'ars Altogcthci 0,000 
poisons weie returned us Bhogtas, nearly all in Balumaili 
thana, whcio the> are iisuaih labouiois and cultivators 
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Tlio Kaliarn nlio nnmbcr 13 000 nrc in jjroitcflt itlroiiBlIi K*!*™- 
!n the north of the diPtnct In DaKonpanJ Gorhwn nnd 
HuMinahnd Tlioy oro pood cultivntorB nnd nro airo 
omplojcd ns domestic servants nnd patkt-bcarcr^ Their men 
have acquired an ovil reputation for nfoalinp nnd tho women for 
immorality it is n local sayiiip that a Koliar wiMi one dongliter 
only works luilf n da} and one with two danpliters not nt all 

The Dosadhs (3G 000) arc to bo found in almost every I>o«»dh*- 
villapo especially in Ilnsninalmd either ns cultivators or 
watchmen There aro some wealthy and respectable families 
among them but tho preatcr portion nro too indolent to 
accumnlate wealth by Iioncst industry nnd Imvo tho character 
of being invotcralo tlno\ca 

Tho Clmmars (37 000) specially numcroofl between Ct»mar«. 
Garh\\-a nnd tho ^firrapur bonier nro the tanners of tho 
district wIhjso duty It Is to keep the cullivalors ploughs 
supplied with tho rude tlwiigH attached to the yokes and to 
• supply tho tamindars and nllngcrs with a certain number of 
slioca every year Tho hidea of cattle dying in tho village arc 
their traditional perquisite and they are frequently suspected 
not without good cause of poisoning cattle for tlio 
sake of their skins Tlioir womenfolk are tho Milage 
midwlvos 

Tho Brahmans (83 0001 most numerous near the towns Brshmsas, 
of Daltonganj and Garhwa ore ns a rule well to-do culti 
vators Formerly tlioy held many estates granted them as 
pyir or rent free propcrtica by tlio cIiio*'8 and landed propno- 
tors but tlicsc estates lia^o now licon subdivided mto mmuto 
slinrcs and os a class they aro no longer wealthy landlords 
Living among a population consisting largely of aboriginal 
tnbes tlie Brahmans of Palamaa who probably first came 
into tho district ns tlio priests of tho Ttakscl Rajputs are an 
Ignorant tliougii by no uieana unuitclligont sot Tbero are 
few learned men among tliom and though most act as gums 
and purvhiU few have any knowledge of the Sastras or can 
road or wnte Physically they are fine well made men and 
show aomo of tlie finest specimens of mauliood to bo found m 
the distnct Tlioy aro apt to bo qoarrelaome and to make 
troubleeomo tenants and bad landlord 

The Rajputs (30 0(X)) tbougli not very numerous form fujpou, 
the most influential caste m the distnct as most of the 
wealthiest fju mn dars beloug to it They are most nmUeroua in 
JTnfl a ina bad Amongst Ohandrabanrf Rajputs or as they stylo 
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the aboriginal tribes, are very superstitious, and people the 
jungles and lulls with spirits, to wbom they offer sacrifices 
at certain times of the year 

One of the most remarkable of these spirits is Muchuk 
Bam, also known after the name of the tappa which contains 
her home, as Durjagia Deota, this home or nailiar is on a hill 
called Bahuraj situated in the Government village of Juruahar 
All Kliaiwars regard her with great veneration and make 
sacrifices to her several times durmg the year , but the most 
cuiious ceremony is the tiiennial marriage of the Bam On t 
the bndal day the whole of the two villages of Juruahar and 
Ukkamand ascend the hill singmg a wild song m honour of 
the bride and bridegioom One of the party is selected as 
priest, and he ascends the hill in fiont of the procession, 
shouting and dancing till he works himself into a frenzy 
The procession halts at the mouth of a cave on the top of 
the hill, and the priest then goes inside and returns bringmg ^ 
with him the Bam, who is represented by a small oblong- 
shaped stone daubed over with vermilion A piece of tusser 
silk cloth is placed on the Barn’s head', and a new dollar or 
sheet 18 placed below her, the four coineis being tied together 
in such a manner as to allow the Bam, v;ho is now supposed 
to be seated in her bndal coach, to be slung on a bamboo and 
earned by two men, as in a palanqmn The piocession then 
descends the hill and halts beneath a banyan tiee m Juiuahar 
till noon, when the marriage procession ptaits for the home 
of the bridegroom, who lesides in the opposite lange on the 
Kandi lull m Ukkamand village On then airival there, 
vanous offerings aie presented to the bride , she is then taken 
out of her palanquin and put into the cave in which the bride- 
groom, who belongs to the Agaiia caste, resides This cave 
is supposed to be of immense depth, foi tbe stone goes rolling 
down, staking the rocks as it falls, and the iieople all listen 
eageily till the sound dies away, which they say, it does not 
do for neaily half an lioui When all is silent, the people 
return rejoicing down the hill, and fimsh off the evening with 
a dance 

The Bhogtas were treated as a separate caste at the last 
census, but theie seems to be little doubt that m this district 
they are meicly a sub-caste of Kharwars Altogether 9,000 
pel sons veie letuined as Bhogtas, nearly all in Balumath 
thaua, where thej aie usually laboineis and cultivators 
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Tlio Knlmm who niimhcr 13 000 Bre in Rronfost Blrcngtli 
in the north of tho iliRlnct In Dnltonj^j Gorlivra and 
Jlaiwinnl^'id TIiov nrc pood cullivnlors and aro also 
employed na domcatio aorvanla nud p<i(fct*l>caTcrs Their men 
liavo acquired an evil reputation for stealing and tho ^racn for 
iramorahlv it is a local sajnng that a Kohar wiOi ono daughter 
only works half a day and ono with two daughters not at all 

Tho Boaadha (8G 000) arc to bo found in almost every 
village especially m ITasninalmd citlier ns cultivators or 
watclimcn Tlicro are sorao wealthy and respectable faraihes 
among them bnt tho greater jiortion are ten indolent to 
accumnlato wealth b> honest industry and lia\o tho character 
of being invctcmlc thic\e8 

The Clmmars (37 CKXJ) apccially numerous between Ctumar*. 
Qarhwa and the Mirxnpur border ore the tanners of !!«> 
district whoso duty it is to keep tho cultn-ators plouglis 
supplied with tho rude thongs attached to iho jokes and to 
• supplj tho zaramdars and villagers mth a certain number of 
alioos o%ot 7 jear Tlio hides of calllc dying in tho village arc 
thoir traditional perquisite and they arc frequently suspected 
not sMtlKmt g^ cause of poisoning cattle for the 
sake of their skins Tho r womenfolk are tho village 
midwrves 

The Brahnmns (83 000) most namerous near the towns Brmbmsn*, 
of Daltonganj and Qariiwa arc ns a rule well to-do cnlti 
vators Ponnorly they held many csta’ea granted them as 
jayir or rent free properties by the chic's and landed propne- 
tors but these estates have now hcoii «ralxli\ided into minute 
shares and as a class they are no longer wealthy landlords 
Living among a population consisting laigely of aboriginal 
tribes the Brahmans of IMlaman who probably first caino 
into tho district ns the pnosts of tho Buksol Bajputs aro an 
Ignorant tlrough bj no means unintclUgont set There are 
few learned raon among thorn and though most act as gurus 
and puTohits few Imvo any knowledge of tlio Saatras or con 
read or wnto Physically they arc fine well made men and 
show aomo of the finest specunens of mauliood to bo found m 
tho distnct Tliey aro apt to bo quarrelflome and to make 
troubleeomo tenants and bad landlords 

The Rajpule (30 000) though not very numerous form E«Jptit«. 
the most mfluential caste in the distnct as most of the 
wealthiest zammdars belong to it They are most numerous in 
JHnsa i nshad Amongst Ohaudrabansi Eajputs or as they style 
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themselves, Olih'atii Cbandrabansi Gours, tlie Namudag family 
of the Surwar sept are prominent and are usnally appealed 
to in caste dissensions The famibes of Banka and Cbampur 
are also Snrwars, and are descended from the family of Diwans 
or chief mimstenal officers under the old Chero rulers The 
heads of both these famihes did good service m the Mutiny and 
received from Government the title of Bai Bahadur, besides 
khilats or dresses of honour and rent-free lands The Sonpura 
and Untan famihes are Surajbansi Baiputs The Bajputs 
of Pdlamau have in many cases mtermarned vnth the Cheros 
and Bharwars, and some undoubtedly have a large strain , 
of abonginal blood 

The Boms (26,000) are the best cultivators in the dis- 
tnet, and they cultivate the most fertile Innds on the banks 
of the Son and the Boil m the ]unsdictions of Bhaunathpur 
and Husainabad pohce-stations 

The purely abonginal tnbes muster strong m the south ^ 
of Palamau, which adjoms the abonginal terntory of Chota 
Nagpur proper and Sirguja, and their number giadually dec- 
reases towards the north The ma]onty Pave settled habits of 
life and live m small villages in the jungle or, when working as 
herdsmen and labourers, m separate hamlets (tolas) depen- 
dent on the larger villages inhabited by their Hindu masters 
Some however still pursue the same nomadic hfe as their 
forefathers, hvmg on wild heibs and roots and the produce 
of the chase, while others, httle less nomadic m habit, grow 
a few hardy crops by a very rude system of agncultme , 
they use neither plough nor hoe, but merely diop diffeient 
seeds in small holes made with a sharp pomted bamboo, 
reaping the crops as they come up m turn The new cojil- 
fields railway is likely to affect their mannei of hfe matenally 

The Oraons aie the largest of these aboriginal races, 
numbering 48,000 (le,, 34,000 Animists, 8,000 Hindus and 
6,000 Christians), of whom the gieat maionty are found in 
the southern thanas of Mahnadanr, Lateliar, and Balumath on 
the borders of Banchi distnct The Oiaons of Palamau may 
be divided into two distinct sections, wz , those who have 
been settled m the district foi geneiatioiis past, and those 
who have recently emigiated from Chota Nagpur, or reside 
m the south on the holders of the plateau Theie is a 
marked distinction between the two, which tends to show that 
the Oraons degenerate after a long residence m the plains The 
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finri soclion wlio rcfido in tho vnlloys of tho Koi! and tlio 
Amanat Imvo now lo<t many of the cl«amotcrifftica wliicli 
popnroto the trno Omon from tlic other jnnplo tribes They 
have very little of tho appenmneo of (ho Oraon whom ono 
meets on tire Kanchl platean and enn witli difllctiUj bo dis- 
tinjpii'hod from the Bhuiyas Tlioy have given op most of 
tho oncicnl enstoms of (Iw tribe and their dwellings aro tho 
same as tho^ of tho Bhuiyas and other cattes 

Tho Oraons to tho south who arc tho most cheerful 
and light hearted race in Palamaa have (he phjslcal appear 
nnre and retain to a largo extent tlio rotigious observances of 
the pure Omons of Cliota Nagpnr TIio\ have dark and in 
some rases almost black comploxionr and rather round faces 
Mth bmad flat no^ projecting jaws and low forchcada 
Tlie\ l>cIievo in a Supremo Being whom thoj call Dharmes 
1 0 tho bonefleent ono Tlo le regarded ns their creator but 
ho lias given the management of the world into tho hands of 
tutiliry divinities and of bhutt or doviH whom thoj have to 
propitiate Tho Baiga or Pnlian is m cltargo of these tutelary 
drvimties and ofllciates at the chief feasts on behalf of tlic 
whole coinmunitj wlulo the Ojlia or sorcerer is In charge of 
the bhuft or doMls and has to find them out or dnvo thcui 
away Tlieso dinnities and devils ore free to act as they 
please and Dliarmcs does npt interfere with them But 
tho Oraons invoke him in their greatest diDicuItics especially 
when thej have had rocourso to the Paban tho Ojlm onJ 
tho Soklia or witch finder and found them powerleaa to help 
them Then they return to Dharmes and eocrificc a white 
cock with the invocation Dliarmcs )^n oro our creator 
Have morej upon us Ono cunous spint behoved m by tho 
Oraons Is Murkun or tho tliomping hhut Europeans to 
allow then: kmdncBS and famibnnty thump people on tho 
back If tins is followed by fever or any kind of mcknesa 
it will bo desenbod ns Uie passing of Murkun from the body 
of tlio European into the body of tho native * 


• Tho Oheros nuuibcr 10 000 rmd over four fifths are Obcro*« 
found in tho Daltonganj Lmtohor and Patan thanos Thtiy 
oro subdivided into two sub-caslcs Barabaxar and Teralmzar 
or Birbondhi Tlio former is tlie lilghcr m rank and includes 
some of tbe descendants of tho old ruling house of Palomau 
who assume the title of Baboon bnt the wealthier families 


* Tho UcT P Dobes tj 
Uctnairt A^JJ VoL I 1006. 
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among theni and the Terahazar Cheros have married into 
local Bajput famihes, and now call themBelvee Ghauhan'Ba]- 
pntB Once the bids of Palamau, the Cheros have never for- 
gotten that they weie a great people, and that their descent 
18 an honourable one Only the poorest among them will 
carry loads upon their heads They are extravagant and fond 
of display, and will run irrecoverably mto debt, so long as 
they have tfie smallest fraction of an estate left to give as 
secunty , and the result is that one by one the Cheros have 
all lost their estates 

The distmctive physical traits of the Cheros have been c* 
considerably softened by their alhances with puie Hmdu 
families which their ancient power 'and large possessions 
enabled them to secure , but they appear still to exhibit an 
unmistakable Dravidian physiognomy They vary m colour, 
but are usually of a hght brown They have as a rule high 
cheek bones, small eyes obliquely set, and eyebrows to corres- 
p6nd, low broad noses, and large mouths with protuberant * 
kps The religion of the Cheros is still m a state of transi- 
tion, u.nd they observe a sort of dual worship, which discloses 
unmistakable traces of their non-Aryan descent Foi the 
worship of the Hmdu gods they employ Banaujia or Sakadwipi 
Brahmans, who are received on terms Of equahty by othei 
members of the sacred order , and then spiritual guides (gurus) 
ate either Brahmans or Gharban Gosams But they also 
reverence Animistic deities of the type known to other aboii- 
ginal tribes, to whom goats, fowls, sweetmeats, and wme 
ate offered m the month of Aghan, so as to secure a good 
harvest In these sacrifices Brahmans take no pait, and 
they are conducted by a pi rest (Baiga) belonging to one 
of the abongmal races 

The Korwas (7,000) are most numerous in the Banka 
tliaua which hes on the bordeis of Siignja They aie also 
found in Untari They are desciibed as follows by Mr 
Forbes — “ In appearance they have a gieatei resemblance 
to the Africail Negro than any of the Munda tubes — ^roun^^ 
faces, very black skins, large mouths, lei’y thick hps, and 
broad flat noses They aie short, thick-set men, with deep 
chests and broad shoulders, giving the idea of gieat powei , 
at the sUme time, they are exceedingly active Like all wild 
tribes, they are very poor cultivators, and grow none but the 
liardiest of crops They love a forest life, and subsist upon 
wild herbs and roots and the ‘produce of the chase They 
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are \<TV LtH'n Imnlm nnd pponil !wlf llicir fimo in the foreat 
A Korwo iHiuippctl for the rlwre u* tlio \cr\ tjpo of a 
T liavc frcqnontlv come nmtM lt»pin Jnj,!) and in jnriicfl 
of ten or l\rcl\i nrmed 1)0^8 and orrown T\it)» amall 
bnpht ax( < In ihcir wTiinta quicti) tliroupii tho 

jun;:h traclinp; dnun tlic dopr One of the mo^l plpaain;, 

Iraita of llio unspoilt l\f>rv\n Ir IiLr fnnrtollooR InjllifatnrRR 
Ono of llieni when cm tnaJ haR boon known to ackiK)wlod;:o 
Rtohdlv IG daroilipR tlm*c or four acconpaiurd bj murder 
nrn! den5 Indipi^antli a fixtcentU Trt ting the unmented 
diargo most l.(xnh 

Tlx* MnndaR nmnlK>r t 000 of witoin neariv all arc foond Mtmdu 
m tho llaliiinnth (ham in tlie caU of the dirtrxrt They 
are an offRlioot of Ihr knonn Mundi Inbo of the Clmla 
Nog|njr plateau and no R|»ccial acrounl of tlwm w required 

A cctiam nnmlMT of them In tin Cl hedd>an \-B)Ioy ore iiholnh*!* 
Imonn ar llIjatuliarR fometimcR \mttcn hr HhuniyarR of 
trlwni the follomng nrerrunl* ir given hv lather nrl«m *— 

Tlw IthnnivarR vr<.ro the firrt Roltlcra m Htrwo Clibcdiluii 
and Sirguja hence ttieir nnnio Dhuni)’ftr8 which mearri firvt 
nettlen* Tioot at the map of Cliota ha^pnr and it nil \k 
neen that Banra Cliherhtmri mid Slrgujn arc separated from 
Ok! countrj firnt oorupnvl b) tlio MondaR and Oraons b} a 
cliDin of IiIIIr and paU running from Pnlamau to IVliot 
Well IhcRC Itliuniv'ani arc onl> tho doccemtanls of a few 
Mandflfl who had cmiRRod the lulls and aettlod In Barwc and 
CliliGcIihnn TIiIr I« proved by Ihcir «nnihr traditions tho 
tombutcme* winch aro exactly tho eamo aa those of the Mondaa 
tho lomilant) of theJr ctratoms and tho nomca of sonio 
vUlagea Ib it not \ory hkoly that as tho Oraonfl increnRcil 
in number tboy Bprend from tho side of Lohardnpa townrdfl 
Pnlkot wlulat tho Mundas retreated and left tlicir brotJircn 
of Barwo and Cliljechlian Bcpanitcd from tho main bodj? 

By degrees also tho Oraona emigrated from Kukra crossed tho 
mountain and camo to scttlo in Cldicclilmn and Banvo where 
tlio same proccM takes pbco Tho Oruons take poflscssion 
of the lowlands, wlnlst tho Mundaa retire to tho email 
plateaus or high lands on tho mountains Colonel Dalton 
speaks of tlio Bhuniyare os being a different race and does 
not know how to classiry them but for ono wlto has Hvod 
a long timo among thorn tlioro ie no doubt at all Some old 
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Parhaiyaa. 


Nagesias. 


Birjiaa. 


men of Bar we still remember tbat when they were young, 
their fathers weie still m communication with the Mundas 
of Nagpur The Bhumyars of Sirguja beirig the farthest away 
from the Mundas are known only by that name In 
Chhechhari is the transition stage, and they are called 
Bhumyars or Mundas indifferently, whilst m Barwe, where 
they are nearest to the old stock, they will only accept the 
name of Munda Now that their relations with the Mundas 
have ceased and they have lost their language , and have more- 
over abandoned the local traditions and gods of the Mundas, 
they are likely to form a different caste Up till now they * 
affirm that when they go to Nagpur and explam everything to 
their hhats, they are looked upon as being of the same caste, 
but they do not intermarry ” 

The Parhaiyas (4,000) are the remnant of a tube who, 
accordmg to their own tradition and the traditions of other 
races in the district, once formed an important section ofc 
the population Some of their songs are evidently old war 
songs of the tribe, and one referring to the invasion of 
Palamau has a burden of “ Ply, fly, Deo Sahi is coming, and 
we cannot resist him ’ ’ , this Deo Salu was the father of 
Puran Mai, one of the leaders of the invading force At the 
present day, many of the Parhaiyas are to be found residing 
in the plams, but they generally choose the more ]ungly 
villages and reside m a separate tola or hamlet Some 
are good cultivators , but the majonty live in the hill ranges 
and roam about from spur to spur, clearing small patches of 
ground o,n which they cultivate a few haidy crops, and 
bringmg down to the plams honey, beeswax, lac, and other 
jungle produce, to barter for grain, salt, tobacco and cloth 

The Nagesias (5,000) are found chiefly m the Mahuadanr 
tliana They are also called Kisan, a word meaning meiely 
a tiller of the soil, and it has been conjectured that the tribe 
acquued that name from devoting themselves particulaily to 
cultivation They are a simple light-hearted lace, who are 
demzens of the jungle or cultivate the skirts of the forests 
They are stuidy, industiious cultivatois, extremely averse fiom 
service and any form of memal labour, beyond ploughing the 
fields or cutting the crops for anothei peasant. 

The Birjias are another Dravidian t’lbe and have only 
1,000 representatives in the district, neailv all of them mhabi- 
tants of the Mahuadanr thana A few have entered the 
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vilbgcs of tho level vallty* in Ibo eonth ond have become 
cultivatore but tlie bulk livo m profps of two or three 
fomibcfl oti tbo FpnrB of tho highest hills By cnttlng the 
forest and burning tho nnderwood tboy clear a sraall space 
of ground on tho lop of tbo spar where they have fixed their 
home for tho year On this land they cultivate a few scanty 
crops, whicli barely supply their wonts Thoy use neither 
plougli nor boo but plant their seed In smsU holes drilled with 
a pomted bamboo Tliey are a jungly tnbo roaming from hill 
to hill and supplementing their croja b> roots herbs and 
other junglo products which they barter for tbo grain salt and 
tobacco of tlio lowlands 

In appearance tho vdllagca resemble llioee found in the Vniiots 
plains of South Bihar and tlio Chota 'Idgpur plateau 
bouses, which are almost invariably built of mud and rooW 
, with rid tilea or thatclied with grass ore huddled together 
Without any order or arrangement ond except m tliosa 
vUUges winch boast of a baxar no two bouses adjoin There 
IS honevor a marked dl/Teronco between the liouses of tbo 
abonginal tribes and tlKwo belonging to persons of Aryan 
descent In tho latter cose the bomeslctid has a neat, com 
fortablo appcaronco and all its surroUDdinge ore in good order 
while tho former aro slovenly and ill kept the liouso being 
badly tiled or thatched and tbo fencea half broken down 

The following descnption of on ordinary Orson village, 
given by Father ^bon in the article quoted above will apply 
to most of the abongmal villa^ — In aomo porta of the 
country the Oraons live in large villages conisting of o 
hundred and even two hondrod houses These aro huddled 
together in the most perfect disoi^er there are no thorough 
fares but only email little biU or winding and crooked paths — ^ 
a moat perfect labynntb leading you to an mfinlte series of 
ctif dt ice* each ono more putrbng tlian the last A Euro- 
pean who finds himself in one of these maxes would find it 
imposeibia to get out of it withotlt a guide Nothing more 
monstrously filthy can be imagined than cne of these villages 
in the ramy season As it is imposaiblo to dig any ditch in 
such a disorderly heap of houses, the rain collects and forms 
stagnant pools The cattle, tho pigs (every Oraon most keep 
five or an pigs) have very soon made a perfect quagmire 
through which everyone has to wade knee deep Imagine 
the sink of flitb this must be ana wlmt a 
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ending matter gets accumulated in four months But the 
pigs and the childien delight in it; and you can see them 
wallowing togethei side by side in perfect harmony. 


“ The houses are very small and low, most of them con- 
sisting of four mud walls, 15 feet long, 7 feet high, and 
6 feet bioad, sumiounted by a thatched roof In the middle 
of one of these walls theie is a bole 4^ feet high, which is 
the dooi , it is level with the ground, whilst on both sides there 
IS a raised but hollow veiandah, under which a whole family 
of pigs are always fighting and sci earning Inside the logis 
IS divided into thiee parts on one side the bullocks and the 
goats, separated fiom the middle loom by thiee bamboos put 
hoiizontally and lesting on one side m the wall and, on the 
other side, attached to a pole Near the pole there is a 
small dooi of tielhsed bamboos On the other side is the 
gianary, and a place foi pots and pans and all kinds of 
utensils, wheie they he heaped up together In the middle 
18 a small loom left for the people to sit m and piepaie their 
food Theie aie generally thiee clmlhas oi hearths No 
Government in the time of any epidemic e\ei invented a more 
perfect system of fumigation The clmlhas are hghted with 
half diied wood, the water is boilmg, there is no chimney, 
no hole except the door, and the smoke and steam soon 
entirely fill the whole compartment Natives themselves 
choke and cough, and bitter tears roll down their cheeks As 
for a European, it would be death by suffocation if he had to 
remam half an hour m it Added to all this is the stench 
of goats and the smell of cows and dirty men blendmg together 
and you will have an idea of the ordeal through which the 
nostrils have to pass The entrance is closed by two big, 
revolvmg planks loughly hewn out of the trunk of a tree 
They are a most heavy and unwieldy concern too, to the 
fingeis that are caught between them, when with a screech 
and a bang they come togethei On the upper part you have 
a similar plank to support the wall above the door This is 
called the kaparphora, i e , the forehead breaker Never was 
a name so well apphed The natives themselves are not m 
danger of i breaking theu heads simply on account of their 
hardness, but for a Emopean who would deem it pohte to go 
in bare headed, his fate would be sealed As for the 
missionary, who has often to go and visit his people m time 
of sickneSs, his dilapidated topi bears witness to the numerous 
encounters it has had with the famous kaparphora,” 
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In moro cinUzod vilirtges tho residence belonging lo each 
familv consists goncrollj of four houses bnilt so on lo form a 
•qoare wiUi a quadrangle in the ccnlrc This interior' quad 
rauglo 18 called tho oii^nn or junl ronnd it nro tho four 
houses above mentioned in wlucli llio dilTcront members of 
the family reside EqcIi Iioubo lias a verandah and consists 
©r ttvo or more rooms according lo Iho means and status of 
the occupants one is generally sol aside as a store house or 
granary Sometimes when the family is a large one and in 
comfortable circuinslancea there are hvo court )*nTds and tho 
pnnapal boose faang tho street is of more pretentious pro- 
portions It has an upper 6 toro> and (here is a broad verandah 
in front 

Tho oboTO 18 0 dcscnption of (ho diddling* of tho better 
class of cultivators and of tho pelt) landlords and fanners 
^ Tho dwcJhngs of the poorer classes oro of a humbler dcscnption 
and are built either of mud or of untllo and daub Tlioy con 
sist sometimes of one and sorootimcs of tuo bouses facing cadi 
other and walled in on each side with a bamboo fonco to form 
A courtyard they are generally surrounded by a higb bamboo 
paling on which various creopcTB oro grown this ondosuro 
is called the beri or iiomstcad land 

Tho dwellings of (ho diiof londcd proprietors generally 
consist of a hugo pile built of mud with tiled roof Tho plan 
is that common to most Indian country bouses and consist 
of two or moro quadrangles of wludi ono is sot apart for tlio 
ladies of the establishment Moot of (bo older mansionB arc 
built upon the remains of on ancienr garh or fort orocted by tho 
founder of the family end are still surrouuded by a moist tr 
dry ditch wliich is now used oa a depository for all tho rubbish 
and filth of the village Some of tho wealthier famihes havo 
improved their residencee by the addition of tall brick houses 
built at different periods after tho Indian stylo and without 
any umfonnlty and this combmatloD gives a unique and 
often piotureequo appearance to the bmlding particularly 
when built among tall treea with fine foliage In a few of 
them electno hghts and fans havo been inrtalled The bouso 
is generally eitnatod in the village that l)ear 8 the name cf 
the estate and from its elevated poeition is a conspicuous 
feature in the scene Most of the houses round are occupied 
by t;he dependants of the family and there is generally a boaar 
in which a weekly market is held 
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Many cunous customs and superstitions prevail among 
all classes and castes regaidmg the bmldmg of their houses 
No Hmdu, be he landlord or peasant, would dream of erectmg 
a square house It must be^ oblong, and the two longer sides 
must run north and south , the owners cannot however assign 
any reason for this Before proceedmg to bmld, the Brahm^p 
or Ojha must be consulted to ascertam the proper day on which 
to commence laymg the foundations, and to state whether 
the site chosen is a lucky one or not The Kharwais and, 
jungle tribes follow to a certam extent the custom of the , 
Kols or somethmg like it, i e , they place 21 grams of paddy 
on the spot selected over mght and leturn m the morning 
to ascertam the result If the grain has been disturbed or 
attacked by^ white ants dming the mght, the spot is abandoned 
as unlucky, if untouched, the bmldmg is commenced, and 
when it is'completed, a house war min g is given to friends and 
the farmly enter mto possession * 

The ordmaiy articles of domestic furniture comprise a 
strmg bed or two, made by the village cai’penter, one or two 
iron frymg pans, an non ladle, and a knife used for cuttmg 
up vegetables Watei is generally kept and carried m the 
ordinary earthen vessels called 'ghaTos, and only the better 
class of cultivators own brass watei vessels Next to cattle, 
the possession of biass dishes is a token of wealth. These 
brass dishes are much valued both for their intrmsio worth and 
for the ease with which they aie stowed away Many famihes 
own vessels which have been handed down thiough successive 
generations, only those lequired for daily use are kept above 
ground, the lemamder bemg bmied and only produced on state 
occasions What tieasure the family possesses is often 
deposited m these vessels and bmied with them The system 
of bmymg treasure is common to all classes The spot selected 
is known only to the heads of the family sometimes it is 
in the flooi of the house, sometimes m the walls of the different 
bmldmgs , many famihes have a custom of hidmg their 
wealth m some cave or under some lock on the nearest hill 
The exact spot is known only to the jiarents, who rarely 
inform the childien till they are at the point of death, and it 
frequently happens that a man who is known to be possessed 
of consideiable wealth is earned off without having had the 
oppoitumty of commumcatmg the spot to his heirs 

The Hindus of Palamau, mcluding such Hmdmzed tnbes 
as the Cheros and Kharwars, dress themselves like their 
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nc 4 :I)t>oorB In Bihar The apparrl of i nm-lti of arcra^o 
minnii roi)!o/<f« of a dholt or cloth wropj*od ronn<1 tho 
loirw ami foiling over the Icpa oa far aa ilip kneca a ehadar 
or cfohdr of cotton wliicli Fcrvca aa a co\ann^ for llio upper 
part of Oio body nnd a pair of cotjnlr>*inado aliocs 
n ;ama or coal and n po^n or tmban arc rlro ^^om on Bpcaal 
occasion!' Hio poorer |>eople onlinonH wear a / optn or 
l(/«fljtrdn, wtncli ia a narrorr piece of eoanlry cloth about 
Uutro feet long end a few inche* broad Jt ii» p3f*ed bctwtv'D 
tho thiglifl ai^ Ift fa.«tened In front and behind to a string 
worn round the wai^l Tlio women of llic superior Tlindu 
castes wear tani hut tho*c of tlie lower castes and the abori 
ginal tribes wear tiio fhaurbtd winch is a garment compoted 
of two long strips of clotli sown tc^otlier Icngthwiso and 
fnngcd with red or occamonatl} black anl bluo Uircads. 

Tho food of (lie people consists for the most part of nco 
tnalzo nidrna wheat and hortoy In this district rice is tho 
staple food of (he well to^o rather than of tUo poor Tho 
ni8]orit> hvo on tnauu? and tlie vanous lladat and rubi crope 
such as maw and other millets like ^ondh lotren e/iiru 
and lode cereals and puItM^s like wheat barlo) gnun and occa 
Bionally peas ImteN end / hc$on I or tho roost part (hoy cat 
these in tho fonn of satlu i c a flour projiared trom wboat 
or one of tlio man) kinds of coarso grains and pulses tho rood 
being accoropamed by vcgotables ealt and a few airoplo 
oondimenti 

Tlio proportion in wliidi tbo vanous grains ebter into tho 
dietary of the people differs very greatly In (ho north wLoro 
tho population is mainly Uinda and the alluvial plains formed 
by tho Son Koil and Amanat aro under poddy or raht cult! 
vntion nco is largely consumed besides marua wheat barlov 
ond gram Tho liiUy tracts whicli form tho rernomdor of tho 
dlstnct, aro mainly inhabited by semi Ilinduired aboriginal 
tribes which cultivate little nco ond cion less roM Horo 
hhadai crops such as maize marua and to a srooller oxtont 
satoan and kodo aro oxtcnsivoly grown ond consumed whilo 
rice wheat and barley aro of minor importance 

In addition to those food groins tho inhabitants in tho 
wilder parts resort largely to tbo use of ediblo forest products to 
supplement their food supply Tho most important of these 
products 18 tho corolla or the flower of tho inahua tree, which 
is mot with in all jraxts of tho district groiving in equal pro- 
fusion in cultivated and forest tracts Tho flower is in season 
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in March and Apnl, when it is gathered in laige quantities as 
it falls ripe from the tree by the women and children, and 
after bemg sundried is usually prepared for food by boihng 
The seeds of the sal tree, the fimt of the banyan and pipal, 
wild yams, the blidwa or fruit of the Semecarpus Anacardium, 
the pmr (Buchanama latifoha), the hair fZizyphus Jujuba), 
and a large variety of other jungle fruits and roots are also 
eaten, cooked or raw, and form a very important addition to 
the ordmary food supply of the poorer classes 
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CHAPTER IV 


PUBLIC HEALTH 

Uvppn llio MTti'm InlroflarpJ ‘n ISO’S nil birthfi anil deaths 
that tale place are rwlnl h\ the villac*^ f^aoWtMr# in tlielr 
hath rhhUtat which are Imndw! orcr lir them to the police 
at the time of choukidari parades the police send monthly 
rcltims to the Civil Sar^yeoii by wljom statistics arc prepared 
for the whole district Tlie chaukttfar lias no medical loiow 
^ ledge and Is opt to class all diseases in regard to which ho 
feels nnv doobt tinder the Itead of fever Moreover nt 
times of widespread cpWemics soch ns occurred in 1018 the 
e^auUdar himself la apt to fall HI and to fail to keep himself 
informal of w]uit (a liappenitig in Ills heat or to go to tho 
pohco-alatkm (o give hla report Altlioogh honever no one 
would claim a very lilgli degree of aceomey for the vital statis- 
tics the} do giro a fairl} reliable idea of liow tho drstnet is 
faring from year to year 

Tlio birth rate in Pabmati n nnosuslly high in some 
thafuu it lias in certein >ears approximated to 70 per millc 
In lOGf tlie diatrici birth rate roso to its highest poin( of 
GOfil per niillo In 1011 it touclicd and it again readied 
tho 50 mark on three oecarions during llio ]0 yean for wlilch 
figures aro given in Tnblo 111 at tho end of this \olomc It 
reorhed its lowest point of TtO per millo in JD21 

Tho death rate readied Its lowgst point of recent years 
In 1013 when it was only 2Hl per millo For sovoral years 
it hardly rose above SO per milfo (ill it readied the appalling 
figuro of 71-8 In 1018 tho year of the influenza epidemic— in 
which there Is moreover every reason to suppose Uiat many 
deatlis went nnroported 

No port of the province suffored so severely from this The 
epidomio as Palanmu and tho noighbouring districts of Sbaha- 
bad Ga>a and nnuribagh No definite statistics of tho 
inddcnco of the disease ore available oa infloonza was simply 
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Nnmlior of deaths from “ fovor ” in tho 
district during oortnin months of 
1918 and 1919 


1918 


1919 


included under the head of “ fever ”, but the death rate from 
*' fever ” m 1918, v?hen the epidemic was worst, was 69 4 
per cent oi more than twice as high as that of the precedmg 
year The annual sanitary report of the district for 1918 
shows that, as m other districts, the disease was imported 
fiist mto the towns and thence spread through the villages 
where it found its readiest victims Its presence was first 

noticed at the end of 
July but the fiist wave 
subsided durmg August. , 
In September the second 
and by far the worse out- 
break started the num- 
ber of deaths from fever 
as shown m the margm 
mounted rapidly durmg 
September and October '■ 
and reached its maximum 
of nearly 13,000 m 
November By the end 
of January 1919 it had 
piactically subsided A 
lough calculation puts the 
number of deaths directly 
attributable to mflueiiza durmg these months at 26,000 The 
disease was usually accompanied by pneumoma and it was 
geneially the latter that proved fatal The number of deaths 
wag greatest m November when the first touch of the cold 
weathei would predispose towards pneumoma The towns, 
where there are greater facihties for lemainmg m bed and 
bemg attended to by other people, weie less affected than 
the purely nnal areas It i-s an estabhshed fact that m India 
as a wheffe the disease was most fatal to peisons m the prime 
of life, who would be the most difficult to keep m bed The 
north of the district escaped comparatively hghtly The death 
rate for the year was highest m Bhandana .(99 1 per miUe), 
Mahuadam (871 pei mille), and Kanka (83 9 per miUe) It 
was lowest m Husainabad (61 7 per miUe) , and Daltonganj 
town (42 4 per mille) An epidemic on this scale which 
affected every village inevitably outran the resources of the 
District Board Three extra doctors weie employed The 
village chanhtdars distributed qumme, eucalyptus oil, and 
turpentine by way of preventive Deaflets of mstructions 
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August 
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1,272 

1,917 

1,505 

2,887 

7,778 

12,778 

6,017 

2,420 
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prrparrsl hr tlfr Sanilarr Commi^lrtncr nm! (Iw* In-’pMor 
Gnier^l of Pm! IJ<» [ulaU werr ciiTn!al<^! Influenza lahlrt^ 
quinine pill^, onti Iminienta weri nKi di trihnfwl whIoK on 
f<Knible throacli llie loln'o Ihc rjimnntion f»talT -llio vrtrn 
non. otnclanin and a nuinlK-r of the JornI prnfrv Uol Ihn 
carcfol nur-inp and dwtinp tint lh< di*ei8<* required mull 
liot 1m; provided and no eptdtinic Inn left o deeper imrk on 
the populnlfon of tlie divtnrt ^iiin lOlft inflnenrn Imn lieen 
\cTy prexTiIcnl in tltc di«infl the oaihr< ikn (<rnmnp at the 
bej.inrt{tip of the hot and add 

Of all the di«eaM < tno! wiih in the dntnrt fever PiuneirAL 
coupon the (rrratrnt mortnlitv Tnhl HI alioflrfi lint dnnnp 
Ihc Lni twelve ^e^n^ tlie nundter of deotin from 
C3UW* ha-* n« v« r Tnllen Ih 1 inr 12 VK) rven allowinp for the 
element of error dm f » tl»e rrant of methral knowledge 
on the part of the re(w»rtinj, a^«ne\ which ranaen the 
% rhaahdar t> hepard ftser an a ceneni eanv of death there 
la no dotjhi tliat ferer la reallr renponnhle for the prenler 
nnmber of the deatln everr rear and tint in man\ easen Ihi 
are caawd hr inalanal a/Taiion* Tim t* parlirulnrlr llie 
canfl in (he traet fouth \\c*i of the Paltonpnnj nanelil road 
where (he people arc aroarped with malana The followmp , 
iceount of the dilTcrcnt tvpe« of ferer met wiUi hoa l>een 
Irrejwred from a rmte inipplied hy the CIvtI ‘^urpeon Hni 
Baliadur Tnjnira Clnran Gulia 

Dallonpan] the hcjdquartem station of tho diatncf n 
fairly liealthy except donnp tlie rainr wwon when rases of 
rnalanal fever fnnd di^earea of the dipertnc svMem) ore v<r\ 
prevalent In some rural areas specinllr in tlianns Kerb 
Gnni Maliiiadand and TllrnttnaUipar mainnal fever is more 
or less prevalent tlirooghout tho \car and very sevTre during 
(ho rams Nerv^omerB In tho«o areas PulTcr more tlwn (ho 
permanent reiddcnls owing to the iininqnitv the latter olilnm 
from (Iwir long roaidenec Tlio quotidian quartan and 
tertian t)pCB of malarial fever arc promlent in tho district 
and ore tlio result of being infottal with different kinds of 
malarial parositca introduced Info tho avirtem hy mosquito 
bites Tlio onset of fover in tUcso cases u preceded by a fit 
of ague followed by a nse of temperature wbicli at times 
reoebes even IOC* and remission takes place with profuse 
perspiration Tlieso types of malaria are readily cured by 
quinine Malignant sobtortran and quotidian malaria are also 
frequently met with m this district and are also enrod by a 
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judicious use of quinine and arsenic Double types of these 
fevers are rare, but are sometimes met with in Daltongan] 
town, Bemittent fevers are occasionally observed in different 
forms; these are mostly malarial, but are at times difficult to 
dlfferentl^lte from kala-azar and enteric fever T 3 q)ho-malanal 
fever, as desciibed by former wnters, appears to be nothing 
but typhoid fever which is prevalent m this district, most o'f 
the cases occurring in Daltonganj town from June to Septem- 
ber Kala-azar has also lately made its. appearance in the 
district and is fiequently noticed in the thanas of Kerb, Garu, 
Mahuadanr and Bhaunathpur The chaiactenstic of this’ 
fever is that it is accompanied by extreme ansemia with 
enlargement of the spleen and hver and that it is not amenable 
to treatment by quinine One bundled and sixty cases of 
kala-azar weie treated at the Daltongan] hospital m the year 
1924 with injections of antimony This fever used to be 
mistaken m former years for malaiial fever with enlargementt 
of the spleen and liver, but has now been found to be due to 
a parasite entirely different from malaiial parasites (Leishman 
Donovan) Malarial remittent fever is not fundamentally 
different from mterrmttent fever, being merely due to the 
continuity of the attacks without the usual period of mter- 
mission Such a fever lasts for a short time and is now and 
then attended with hyperpyiexia, delirium and coma 

Two types of non-malarial remittent fever are found. In 
one variety the temperature is usually low, rising from 99° to 
101° This variety persists for a definite period, sometimes 
seven days, sometimes twelve, and is not reheved by quinme- 
In the second variety the temperature is high from the 
begmmng, rising fiom 101° to 105°, the hver is invariably 
congested, and the spleen considerably enlarged. There is 
occasionally dehnum and coma, and fever subsides on the 
14th, or 18th, or more usually on the 21st day Qumme 
treatment does no good The anaemia and enlargement of 
the spleen persist for sometime after the remission. These 
types of fevei are at times mistaken for typhoid when they are 
accompamed by diarrhoea, delirium and coma 

Simple contmued fever or ephemeral fever due to indiges- 
tion and to exposure to sun and cold is at tunes met with, and 
cases of sunstroke with hyperpyrexia are not uncommon. 
Cases of ‘ nasha ’ fever also occur This is a febnle distur-r 
bance lastmg for three or four days, with congestion of the 
mpcous of one nostril or of both Injection pf ggld wat^r w 
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tiul nostril ond packing tho hiflomed noetnl art the modes of 
Irealmcat adopted 

Cams of dengno and eoven-dsys fovor bovo also been 
obsemd but these aro mostly Imported and liave boon found 
In persons who earned tho infection from aomo places 
otrtsido tho distnet 

Rheamstfo forers dno to acute riionmntjsm with joint 
tronblcs and heart complications and hyperpjToxia arc not 
uncommonly mot witli Dipluhoria la now quite a common 
disease m Daltonganj town espcciall> among children 
Chicken pox and measles arc very common at tlio latter part 
of tho cold weather and at tho beginning of llie liot season 

In 1604 there occurred a parllcularh violent outbreak ofCholfr*. 
cholera which caused o\cr C 600 deaths Thereafter onlbreaks 
ooenrrod with some rcgulsnty every two or three years In 
,moro recent timoa there were outbreaks of some seventy m 
tho four consecutive \cara from 1018 to 1021 after fl\e yeare 
of comparative freedom Tlio conditions fawonng the 
spread of tho disease remarks o former Cml Surgeon 
are only too patent— filthy sodden vilbgcs and a water 
supply polluted in orory possible way the latter evil being 
specially intensified by dcfkucncy of ram for a long Umo 
before Tho weekly boraro held m Jorge villages bringing 
a largo concourse of pcoplo together contnbuto to its spread 
The usual souroo of tho drinking supply in the liot weather in 
the villages to tho south is tho dhan or common village 
Spring It 16 a square hole usually about two feet square sunk 
m one of the lower torracea of tbo nco fleldB This hole is 
kept ftom fallmg in by altemato layers of planks Often 
there is only one such source for the whole nllago and it is 
used by both cattle and men while tbo nee fields themselves 
are contaminated by tho cattle that graze there It wnnld 
be difficult to find a more polluted source of water-supply 
Tbo question of providing a proper supply of drinking water 
has been engaging the attention of the District Board Tho 
Board now maintains over 100 pucka wells which it has 
coustmoted It has recently doublod ita allotments for this 
purpose and It hopes to double tho number of its wells also in 
tho next few year* 

Bowel complaints dysentery and diarrhcsa are common 
Urgely owing to the impnnty of tho water-etipply in the 
bst waithat dtinldhg water ia oolj too often ptrontd jn the 
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mannei ]ust desciibed, and m the lains the fiooded streams 
bring down suiface washings chaiged with vanous impurities. 
Another fertile source of bowel complaints is the indigestible 
food eaten by the people, especially the jungle fruits and roots 
to which they have recourse when other food becomes scarce 

Plague first broke out in the district m 1901, when there 
were 168 deaths Up to the present this disease has not 
obtained a firm hold on the distnct, the total number of fatal 
cases m the last 10 years being only just over 100 Such 
cases as occur occur on the Gaya border near Hanharganj, 
the mfection being imported 

Among other common diseases may be mentioned spleen, 
ear and eye diseases, rheumatic affections, venereal diseases, 
ulcers, diseases of the respiratory system and slon diseases 
Por some reason the people of Palamau are specially afQicted 
with blindness, 138 males and 158 females out of every 100,000 
being returned as bhnd at the last census as compared with < 
the provincial average of 82 for each sex 

The death rate from smallpox is usually small A bad 
■ outbreak occuiied in 1920 and m the year before and after 
1920 more deaths than usual occurred Vaccination is com- 
pulsory in Daltonganj mumcipahty, ’in the urban unions at 
Garhwa and Husamabad, and in the three villages of Chainpur, 
Pathra, and Satbarwa The vaccination staff consists of an 
inspector, 2 sub-inspectors, 25 licensed and 3 paid vaccinators 
The average number of successful operations performed by this 
staff during the last five years is rather over 17,500 This 
number is not high, but apart from their vaccination work 
the staff perform useful -miscellaneous duties at the time of 
epidemics 

The Sadr hospital at Daltonganj, which is vested m the 
municipality, contams 44 beds for males, and in the female 
ward recently opened at the cost of the Paja of Chainpur, 
there are another 10 beds This hospital was estabhshed in 
1867 and for 30 years was the only medical institution m the 
district Next oldest is the hospital at Eanka, which was 
founded m the last century by the then Eaja of Eanka and 
is maintained by his successor The hospitals at Champui 
and Untan are similarly maintained by the proprietors of 
those estates The District Board, apart from subscnbmg 
largely to the Sadr hospital, maintains dispensaries at Garhwa, 
Haidarnagar, Latehar, Balumath, Chhattarpur, Mahuadanr, 
Panki, Manatu, Hariharganj, Chandwa, Leshganj, and 
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KetaHiat Tlxcre arc also police and railway hospitals and 
hospitals at tho colHerr at Tlajlmra and at the cement works 
at Jopla Tho hospitals most faryjoly attended are tlioso at 
Baltonpanj Chalnptir and Oarima Accommodation for 
in ^tatients is proMded on onv iM-ato onI> at Daltongnnj bnt 
there are olso a few bods at Rnnka (mrhwa Unidomapar 
Tjateliar and Dalumath and also in tho police hosptal at 
Daltonpinj and tho factory hospital at Japla Tlio medical 
facilities ovatlahlo in (ho dintnet will bo oxponded consider 
ahh in tho next fovi ^cars os the Ihitrict Board lias a 
scheme for opening a dis|>onsar3 in every polico-slation 
The Board also employs o toonng doctor whoso scmccs are 
Lilly in dciuond at the time of epidemica 
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CHAPTER V. 


FORESTS.* 

With the exception of the Smghbhum forests, those of 
Palaman have suffered less from the destructive hand of man 
than those of any other district of Chota Nagpur This can 
only be attributed to their maccessibihty and vast extent, 
Though the forests have been immune from exploitation by 
timber compames, the mdigenous population has succeeded 
to a remarkable degree m removing almost all the jungle m 
the more level and fertile country m the north of the district, t 
The mountamous nature of the southern and western tappas 
and the consequent difficulty of obtaining cultivable land has 
limited the population and confined the clearmg of extensive 
areas of forest to the valleys Nevertheless, the wasteful 
practice of shifting cultivation (daha) which was umversal and 
18 still prevalent m the private forests has reduced large areas 
of primeval forest to the scrub jungle now so frequently seen 
in all parts of Palamau Reservation came none too soon, and, 
although it was too late to save the large trees, it preserved 
many of the forests from further deterioration and ultimate 
rum The evil and far-reaching effects of denudation are fully 
reahzed nowadays. Whether or not forests have a great effect 
on the rainfall of a country is a disputed point, but there is no 
doubt as to their efficacy m preventing erosion and lessemng 
the danger from floods Erosion is makmg its appearance m 
the district, notably at Mahuadanr, where the land is becoming 
much cut up by ravmes This is beheved to be of compara- 
tively recent origin and can be traced to the clearing of whole 
hillsides for shifting cultivation The benefit to the cultivator 
from these operations is extremely small and the damage done 
incalculable The wasteful practice of constructmg fences of 
sal saplings, so common a sight m Ranchi and Hazaribagh, 


* This chapter, with the exception of the last paragraph, was kindly 
supplied by Mr H F Mooney who was at the time Divisional Forest 
Officer of Psluxifiu* 
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U fortmuttol'T rare In ralamao owing \o nombfr of 

bamboos that are ovallablo and nblcli ore jircfcntd for tho 
porpore 

According lo tlie recent Settlement Report tbe total area 
of (anisic In Palaman fa 3,200 equare milea of wliicb 2 000 
aqirare milca are onfit for cultivation Tlio foreata tlicrcfore 
cover Glc3 per cent of tho Iota! area of the dislnct tTho 
Government forctla extend over 2C0 a^uare mlica, vu 102 
t<^uare railet of referved (oreat and 09 w^uare milca of pi*Dtcctcd 
forevt of tho latter aome 20 aquare mOca are under llm control 
of the Depnljr Cornmia loncr wliilc retcral ol the other block* 
fire being converted Into rraerved foreat Tliere Ofrrernment 
foretU conniilntc 6*3 per cent of the total area of the diatrvcl 
Bdldea there ibere are eatenidto private forwli and alre largo 
ftTca* of klialea longlc* in tlic Kina Malial rillagea Over 
there Iittk cr no control la cxerctred and tliongh ample for 
Uie prefect rcqmremenU of tlie tenant* tlwj are gradually 
being deftityed owing to Improvident mctliode of exploitation 
Some of the private forceta contain limited impplie* of large 
Umber but pencraHv tpeaklng they liave been much dimagod 
by rigbUboldcTi and are badly In need of protection Bomn 
ateps In thi* direction bare been taken by a few landlords 
and by Oovernraent during it* penod of management of tho 
Dcog&n Cfltate but tliere la a genera) reluctance to introduce 
cflWcnt forcflt conacrtiUK^ owing it i* reJd to the diacontent 
ft would bo likely to illr up among tho villagcra 


The reserved forcat* lie to tl»« aouth of Daltonganf in tho 
Latebar and Wohuadanr tlianai at olcvationa varying from 
1 000 to 3 600 feet TIio country i* generally very hilly but 
lerol ond undulaifug itretchca are to be found hero and tlrere 
These level patclica ore uauall) tho litea of deserted villagea 
from which tbe tenants were evicted at tho time of conab 
tufing tho rererres The forests nro of tho drv doaduons 
typo of which tho most impolrant speaea is the tal (Shorea 
robuita) which covers approximately 63 per cent of tbe area 
The remainder of tho growing Mock consists of mixed forest 
and bamboos ^of gsuallj occurs in depressions okmg naJoj 
and on (ho lower slopes of liUU It is also noticeable that it 
affects tho northerly in preference to tho southerly aspects 


• The kh*h» ionglo i* tl» ftttfiio la tbo tUliigM ©1 tho IUi« U»h*l 
01 OoTorament E^Ute which U taoludcd Delthcr in ths laumU boMln™ 
pbr In the protected or fto ei ri d srsee. ^ 
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In the south of the distnct it ascends to 3,500 feet at Netaiha? 
where the prevaihng geological formation is laterite On the 
whole big tiees are scarce, the bulk of the ciop being still in 
the pole stage and mostly of coppice oiigiii Neveitheless, 
in the more favouiable localities laige tiecs are by no means 
uncommon and attain a giith of six to seven feet Such tices 
are generally found m the vicinity of deseited villages wdiere 
the soil 18 deep and well drained Patches of sal of excellent 
giowth and density aie to be seen in these localities having 
come up on previously “ ^hinncd ” land In association with 
sal the following species are usually found — 

pmr (Buchonama latifoha), nsayi (Termmalra tormen- 
tosa), aunra (Phyllanthus Emblica), dhnnnin 
(Anogeissus latifoha), hra (Pleicai) u-) jMarsu- 
piura) and a few others, including KJiair (Acacia 
catechul 

The mixed foiest consists mainly of the following 
species ' — 

•kharr, asan. karam (Adina coidifolia), gnn (Stephegyne 
parvifiora), stdha (Lagerstroemia parviflora), ka]t 
(Bridelia retusa), kusvm (Scheicheia trijuga), 
satmwood (Cbloioxylon Swietenia), mahua 
(Bassia latifoha), dhaunta, gamhar (Gmehna 
arborea), bia, chilhil (Holopteha integi ifoha) , 
sandan (Ougenia dalbergiodes) , simnl (Bombax 
malabancum) , rohon fSojunida febiifuga), panrar 
(Stereospeimum suaveolens), hel (Aegle maime- 
los), Baiihima spp and kakor (Zizyphiis 
xylophora) on the lower slopes, while the hill 
type includes such trees as salai (Boswelha 
serrata), guvjan (Odma w'odier), kenkar (Gaiuga 
pmiiata), galgal (Cochlospermmn gossypium), 
tend (Diospyros tormentosa), hhurkul (Hymeno- 
dictyon excelsum), keonji (Sterculia urens), 
paper (Gardenia latifoha), and other species of 
minor importance Toon (Cedrela toona) and 
blackwood (Dalbergia latifoha) are occasionally 
found m the ravines in the south towards Adhe 
callage 

Generally these trees of the mixed forest type are of poor 
growth and often unsound Satmwood reaches a good size m 
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plMV' nnd chon\ tr«^ of three w four feet fiJrth nrb 
om^ionnlK wn SaUi whlrh i>» rorr common one! of littio 
UM? as timber, reaches lar^c (hmen«ioni nnd is a prominent 
fciture of tlw* I'abman forerts IbmborH (Dcmlromlamus 
stnrtus) nro fnnml thnmpiKiul atmcHt ail llie mixed forests but 
not In nwaalion with ial 

The re^nreil forests nre dirlded Into three ranees nnd 
Into t)H3 blocks sitown m 
llio margin Tlic Ibrc- 
nand Mock conititiites IIk* 
soiitltcm range Saidope 
Itomandag Betb nnd 

Kedikj tlio norlliem nnd 
Komtndili I rcNTi nnd 

Ihn the I ntdiar range 
In iddillon several blocks 
of prolecteil forest nre inrludfs! In eorh mnge 

Tlie Inrgest block in (be nf»r(IVeni range is *5nidope whieb Nwibcm 
comnsts mmnb of n ndge of bills Mime M miles long and 
one to hiur miles broad tnget!>er with n level nren in the nortli 
near the vjllag« of Kerii Here ml sm found thmughont tlie 
level area nnd along tlie lowtr slopes of ibe ridges It extends 
lip tlie lulls in (Ik* cool and s!md> ni\im»s but soon gives wa) to 
tlie raixetl forest (vpe ns die slojies get steeper nml die wdl 
poorer On die summit it disappenris enlirel> g’ving place 
to linmltoo^ nnd trees of a more leropbytie rlinmeter AAmr 
is exlreinol) comninn in the level part of dm (dock nnd is 
found here nnd tliere on die lower southern slopes of the mlgo 
towanls T*al and Here Mllnges TIh* Itnmnndag hlo<k 
which ndjoms Baldnpe nnd is l)ounde«l on the sonth h} tlm 
Koil river is niso Iiill\ hut tlie growing stork is better nnd 
somo largo trees of sal man and Wn nro found Tlie forest 
along the north bank of the Ivoil is mnmly sal and trees of 
fi\o and SIX feel girth nro not uncommon Mnny linvo Ihdw 
ever l>cen removed in recent times for tho constmetron of tlio 
Kecliki nnd Oaru bridges Tliero Is a plcntifol supply of 
bamboos in tins block but owing to its dnrtanco from tlio 
market and tlio difDcully m obtaining a fuDlclent tmpply of 
labooT in the vianily thero lias been hltlo or no demand up 
to the present Tlio recent nso m tho valoo of bembocw is 
not however witliont its effect and contractora are now turning 
their eyes in this dirootlon 
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Betla contains laige quantities of bamboos, kliair and 
other miscellaneous species The block is hilly and sal does 
not occur except m a couple of small patches Big satmwood 
trees are common and seveial were extracted recently with 
a view to exporting them to the home market where a high 
price is paid for this timber Bamboos have been worked m 
this block for many years past for export to Dehn-on-Son 
There is a keen demand and the contractors make a good 
profit A woiking scheme for this forest was drawn up m 
1908 but no felhngs were earned -out till 1919 Smee then 
the demand has increased and good pnees are now being ‘ 
obtamed, as much as Us 46 an acre having been reahzed 
m 1923 The timber extracted from this block is all sent to 
Daltonganj and to the villages lymg to the east where no 
forests of any size or value exist All surplus timber is 
converted mto charcoal and, sold m Daltonganj Kechki 
block, situated at the junction of the Koil and Auranga nvers c 
ten miles from Daltonganj, contams only small poles of 
miscellaneous species, a few bamboos and numerous kJiatr 
trees Owmg to its proximity to Daltonganj there has for 
many years past been a good demand from this forest Most 
of the mateiial available is converted mto firewood and char- 
coal Certain of the piotected forests m this range should be 
of great value in a few years owmg to their proximity to the 
Hutar coalfield Steps aie at present being taken to leseiwe 
as many of these as possible, especially those in which the 
tenants do not exercise their lights to any gieat extent 

The leseived foiests of the southern range constitute a 
compact block of 91 squaie miles It is here that the best sal 
IS found, especially in the low-lying aieas along the south 
bank of the Koil in the vicinity of the deseited villages of 
Halhad and Bagichumpa This sal aiea extends foi some 
six miles fioni east to west and foi some 12 to 15 miles towards 
the south in the dnection of the Netaihat plateau, inteispeised 
here and theie with patches of mixed foiest in the neighbour- 
hood of Maiomam The best sal exists in the vicinity of the 
deserted villages of Kaii an'd Henar Bamboos flourish in laige 
quantities especially on the hills above Gaiu and Maiomam 
at Hulluk in the east of the block and between Adhe 
and Baresanr in the west No scheme has yet been prepaied 
for working the timbei in this foiest and no extraction of any 
land is earned on ovnng to its inaccessibility and the lack of 
communications. Many Iaig§ kustim trees are found in the 
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orca an<] tlio dcparlmcntal coltivation of lao on tb^W in ot 
pruyiit tmder ct)ni»uIcn»tion 

TIio Kuiixandili, Urr>a niid Pin hforJcn wliidi conrtituto lAtchtr 
ilto rcNcrviHl poriron «f Hk* l^ntolior ranpo oro ot 
difRrull of acccAA ntid (Ik? oiili jinMlaco uUliwd to on> cxtont 
in bamltoo .1 Tltt«o aro axTiilalilo m olMindoucc in UrciTi ami 
in Iru-^r qnanlilir« in Kiitnanilih la cnmmon in tlio 
latter bfcyK Imt of mer foor feel ptrtli nro mrre Tlio 
pmxiiiiity of tlir^ forr<(tM to l>atcluir oitd tlio Auraii;^ coal 
field iiIkhiM rrrxlor tlicin X'almUc in tlio future wlien tliin |arl 
of tlio dirttncl i« opeiusl up b\ llic raihrs) 

Tim pTolecIrd fomdn enter on urea of C8 rquaro inileo pKortcnn 
of ulurli dft iw]iiQrp mil< H nre tinder llm 3 ori'M IXpartinonI rowar* 
nud 20 iwjuan mile* under tJm Ifeputy Commiiwioncr Tlio> 
arc dliftnliutetl thaiat.hout tlio Dallou/’anj Ijattlutr and 
* Maliua«lAnr tliamm About 10 aquaro milea ore m tlio Leah 
Carij tliana under the control of the Deputy Commiationcr 
contHtiiif, of eleven bloeka rarjln^ m Fire from Icm than 
one aqaaro mile to a little more titan tlirto square miles 

Tlic protected forces corunal of tlic mirploa of xmsto land 
loft over In cadi Qoremment nllaf'o nficr allotUog to Hie 
nlbgcnt a sufTineut area for the cxtcnidon of culti\Tition Tho 
principle "*38 to allou for the latter por]>o*o nn area equal to 
that already under rultivatlon and to make tho remamder 
protected forefit it it cxcecdeil half a s<jtraro railo In extent 
Tills oridirarj ormnRcmcnl luw led to onoxpcctcd and some- 
times anomalous resiiltfl Tims in a villapo of 3 000 acres 
if 325 were ctillimicd and another 325 alloned for extension 
tlm rairplu* nrca ^2 750 acres) was constituted protected 
forest but if 1 400 acres were under cultivation tho surplus 
would Ikj 200 orres or less tlrnn lialf a square milo In tlio 
first rillapo wliero tho extension of cultivation would pnma 
jane be most needed it would bo rcstnctcil by tlio vast nrca 
given up to forest in tlm latter villago v-Lero presumably 
forest protection would Ikj required it would bo imposslblo 
Another aspect of Iho case is timt in tlm fonnor instanco 
wlmre an area of 3 750 acres was available for protection at 
least 1300 or 2 000 acres could imvo boon reserved still 
leaving a largo proportion from whicli tbo tenants could 
obtain tbeir requiromrtitB It ia now becoming evident that 
larger areas of forests could and should bovo been rceorvod 
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originally. Any such action is becoming yearly more difficult 
and the opposition it wcfuld provoke hinders any steps being 
taken m this direction, desiiable though they be 

Since the protected foiests were first constituted the 
object kept in view has been, not so much to, produce revenue 
but to conserve the foiests so as to ensure a continuous supply 
of produce to tire tenants of the Government estate Some 
blocks aie able to supply inoie timber than the Aillageis draw- 
ing on them lequne and the sin plus produce is occasionally 
sold to outsideis at the same lates as aie charged in the 
reserved foiests, but other blocks aie fai less productive, 
especially m Lesliganj thana, and aie shoving signs of 
deter 101 atiou The growing stock is very much the same as 
m the reserved foiests but rn some respects they have an 
advantage over the latter The reserved forest boundaries 
go over iidges oi skirt the face of a hill, just taking in peihaps 
a naiiow fringe of sal in the low lands The protected 
foiests occupy more of the space at the base of the hills on 
level 01 undulating ground wheie the soil is better and more 
suitable to the growth of sal which ceases almost altogether 
when the hills are leached 

The Instoiy of these forests dates back to 1894 when the 
Government issued a notification by which all waste lands 
that were the property of the Government with the exception 
of the lands used by the villageis foi cultivation and habitation 
were declared protected forests Subsequently m 1898 these 
foiests were divided into blocks, subject to such occasional 
revision as expeiience might show to be required and the 
undemaicated portions, desciibed as the ‘ khalsa jungles ’, 
were released without restiiction for the free use of the laiyats, 
for grazing, reclamation of waste land and the supply of jungle 
produce In 1902 the management of the foiests was tians- 
ferred from the Forest Department to the Deputy Commis- 
sionei, as the stimgent rules in force and difficulties about 
grazmg caused much discontent amongst the villageis The 
boundaries of the blocks were twice revised, in 1904 and 1905, 
the tenants bemg given land suitable for cultivation m 
exchange for areas better adapted to tiee growth In 1920 
the forests weie once more transferred to the Forest Depart- 
ment as the denudation of the jungles m other parts of Chota 
Nagpur was causing apprehension and it was considered 
advisable to mtroduce systematic working with a view to 
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prooomng these forests hi perpotuify for tho benefit of tlio 
tenants or at onj rm(o to dclajing their destruction In 
1020-21 the Deputy Commissioner expressed tlio opimon that 
tlicse forests should remain under Ins control and ofter a 
certain amount of controi'crsy it was decided tliat the blocks 
In tbo Lcfllignnj tlmna compnsing tlw poorer forests and 
those furthest rcniovcd from the rcscncs and tliorcforo more 
difficult for the Forest Officer to supervise sliould bo placed 
under the Deputy Commissioner uliilo tlic remaining blocks 
Mere to bo rotamed bj the Forest Department This trauBfer 
ivns finally concluded on the lat \pnl 1020 It vins now 
decided In now of tlie opening op of the district and tlio 
probable increase of population in the nelghbourliood of tho 
coalfields that the protected forests should be resen'etl 
wherever it was compatililc with tho nghts of tlie tenauts 
nonce tlio reservation of soicml blocks was undertaken and 
• os far os possible oxuting nghts wero extinguished m those 
areas whore tho ml^'ats wero not wtinl to exercise them The 
work, of reservation was not yet completed at tbo time of 
writing 

Forest consonsney In Falomau date* back to 1870 when Ao^nnrau 
179 square mile* of forest were rcucrvcd the remammg forests tim 
being coiistltotcd reserves m 1881 Before 1001 tlioy formed 
(v Bcpamto division they were then amalgamated with tho 
forests of the Hamn*bagh Dinsion bat wore ogaln made a 
eeparato cliarge fn 1020 Tito tttafl maintained coiisisfB of a 
Dinsional Forest Officer a ranger ilireo deputy rangers throe 
foresters and 41 forest guards Since tho forests have been 
under tho Forest Department the system of management has 
been restnetod almost entirely to protective measures as the 
forests wero in the mom luimaturo In Ins Administration 
Deport for 1875-76 Dr 8chhch the then Conservator of 
Forests said It will be observed that what tho reserves want 
is rest so that thoy may recover from peat maltreatment For 
a number of years to come only wliat is urgently required wiH 
be cut and in tbo meantnne s stnolJ amount of revenue wiH 
be derived from tbo sale of bamboos lao the flowers of Baaaia 
latifoba from granng where it cannot be excluded from the 
reserves and other minor produce FeUings have been 
restricted to tJie exploitation of unsound timbw Khair trees 
and bamboos Decently Iwwever it was decided to commence 
systematic working of timber While conserving and 
Improving the forests this will yield sufficient revenue to 
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snppol f the (liviHioti which hfi^t been run nt a pincc its 
foinialion c\ccpt foi tlic f<‘\\ years flurinfj which it was 
comhincd with the ITn/anhn"h J^msion, when the mica 
ie\cniio fiom the latter moic than halanccfl the c\pcnfhlurc 

Ji’ne pioicction has been in foi.c since 1883-82. anrl 
cfToils have been niiule to piotcct the whole area li’aihncs 
ha\e aveiaffed 7^ srpiaie miles oi J pei (ent of the total aica 
m each )cai lilies are cliiefly caused hj the pinctiee of 
hunmi" the fjiass and le.iics below mahun ticcs m oidci to 
facilitate the collection of floweis, and by the huimii'i of wood ' 
foi nianuim" the fields outside the forest., and allow niff such 
flics to Rpicad IMic clcann;j of ;(rass loiind mnhun tiees is 
luohably the commonest source of fires as rl is (aiiicd out m 
March and April when the jungle is diiest Laigc aicas aic 
also huint chicflv m the piivate foiests, m order to pio\idc a 
Cl op of glass woth the first fall of lam and the files, dm on ^ 
by the noith-wcst wind which prevails during the hot months, 
fieqiiently spiead into the rescues There ha^c occasionally 
been cases of inccndiaiism but this is of laie occunenco and 
has only afTecled small aieas On the wliolo, fiie protection 
has been quite successful and has enabled the forests to reach 
a stage wdien files do comparatively little damage Such fires 
as have occuned in recent times do not appear to have done 
much harm but a consideiablc portion of the older stock 
seems to have been seriously damaged by fires which took 
place pnoi to lescivation and which probably swept through 
the foiests eveiy year pi eventing any possibihty of regenera- 
tion The tapping of sal tiees for lesm also nppears to have 
been piactised on a laige scale foimeily and was very likely 
one of the chief causes of the scarcity of sound trees over 
sapling size w'hen leseivation took place 

Fiost IS a factor to be contended wuth m Palamau 
Eveiy yeai young grow'th is damaged, while frosts of great 
intensity occur at mteivals of five or six years causing extensive 
aieas of sal jungle to appeal as if they had been scoiched by 
file Only careful selection of the systems of felhng m the 

affected aieas is likely to yield any piotection against this 
evil 

Forest offences aie few , the mliabitants of the forests 
suiioundmg the reseives have mdeed httle mducement to 
steal pioduce as they have access to laige areas of piotected, 
khalsa and piivate forests 
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MJrK>T ptTftrInw* funnik mw' of llie tn^in mtjrr<*« of rrrotiof Unom 
fnjm (lie rrv n r ^l fore^U lIi** rlilrf llrm* Ik-Jok Imniboo^ h'* 
and (Hr* wle of khcn (ree* for ikaffi itiannfjwiure 

ralattiiQ nnkn p/vtvnd amon;; (be Is** prodorfnff di»tnc(< 
of India In Murh in 1 Aj^ril U !« ft rrtnitkflhte »IpHt lo 
(Ive wl)n!<' ftrantmldr ono bUr^ of colonr ulicn (he p<iht 
(Koloft frondo*3l ia fn n^iwer Oua bfdnp (In? lr«* on whirli lio 
ia rlMrflv mllintM A rrnto* of be I>r4nn;; (rrea in (Ho 
dulnrt nliirh oa* lakan in IWl |rato a total of 1 770^!) 

Irro* MktuI 7^/^ inaanda of br orr ripnrted from 
PaUman ftnnnalljr bv rail in iIk* form of atjrV lar and i!»»tit 
12 ntmnla In (Ik* fonn of alielbe Tin* In^rntp drntrd 
fnvm till* yr nn e lua majlr iIm* p^j»b tm* indrjipnilcnt iml 
lljnnpli i( hia If^vtio! tlw* daOijrf ir^nltm^ from IIk* falHiro 
of mij** It Ilia IM to A omaidpralfb imrmae in tlw* cxri^o 
mrnop bar cnltrtitKm rntaila no liard itork ami a« a 
* rcall an adfHjnalo aq| plj of bbmr for ollwr pnqw'u** {« 
diflicnU to oliUin rtrT|rt at pTratW inrm»ei\ wapra A rmall 
area lua Iw^n orrjuirrsl bv tlw* Kmr»t IVfortinrnt at Kundn 
near I^rali^^anj containing niov* C^jTWHt j lias irrea Tlila wv 
rallM Iac I arm baa |iftnrcJ « grrat atjfrr*a iinandal)/ and 
fttnlier oilpnaran of lac mltiration b)r Cwtmmpnt aprnn ia 
contcinptatf<l 

Tlip diHirultv In ol taining Imllding matrnaU in llio lUmbso*, 
>li Inrta of Sbalraltail Oata Ssran and Patna liaa rr*ultPtl in a 
kpcn dniwnd for liaiubo^ wbicb am •*»portp»| in large nmnltcra 
fn»in pjUinaa It la nntv tlir dilTirtilty of (ranaporl fmin tlm 
imire remoir bur^ta tliat ftrrimta llie nniidteni !»plnj^ infinitely 
prealer llnn'tlM'\ are at jtrrviil Tim nin}<mt) am rrnKrtHl 
from llm Petti nnd Saiibijm rrMTv«*- to Ivrrbki b> cart aslierr 
tliry are anrlmtii*cl to rnilaide dealcn* wlio arrange for tlmir 
tranhjtort to Pebri nnd Patna b) irerr Tlio proflta rraliml 
by tlie ronlrartnrs ttlio carl and eatruH Ukj lianiltooa ainonnt 
(o na mnrli na 50 or CO |>cr rent Itecenll} a demand lias 
rpning op in tlw \iHnily of T«aleluir wbirli is mipplieil from 
Urejn and Knmandib blocks A acbetno for working Iminliooa 
tlirouglKMit flic reserrefl luia l>oen i»reparrHl and it lias been 
CBtiirmtcd (liat tlio annual mipply oroiloblo Is 25 to 00 laklii 

Tlio mannfartaro of kath Is carried on hi many parts of 
tlM3 district both in tlm Goicmmcnt and pnvnto forests Tlio 
prodod Is an ostnngent sulistanco extracted from tlw lieart 
wood of llio lhair tree by boiling tlio wood chips and colbcUng 
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the resi'due aftei evaporating the liquid This woik is carried 
out by Mallahs who woik m the forest fiom October to March 
while watei is available foi then opeiations When the katli 
has been sohdified rfc is cut*mto small blocks and sold m the 
Daltongan] bazai It is eaten with pan 

In addition to the above, "the followmg minor produce is 
supphed from the jungles . — 

Sahai glass has hitherto only been extracted for the 
local manufacture of string However it is 
hoped to aiiange foi its proper woiking and 
expoit for paper making It is nowheie very 
common but laige quantities are available 
throughout the district r 

Mahua flowers and fruits aie collected by the villagers 
The floweis aie eaten oi used m the manufacture 
of countiy spiiit and the fiuit yields an oil used 
for cooking 

Honey, thatching giass, fodder grass, and khajur 
(Phoenix sylvestris) leaves foi basket making, 
aie also collected by the local people Certain 
timbers (Bauhima spp ) and the bark of ceitain 
tiees aie sought after foi making lope , this 
pioduct 18 known locally as c]iop 

As has been mentioned befoie, the inaccessibility of the 
Palamau forests has been the chief factor m theu preservation 
Most of the better jungles aie situated at too great a distance 
fiom the railway to make the extraction of timbei piofitable 
In fact the only foiest product exported to any Targe extent 
is bamboos which find theu way by iivei to Dehii-on-Son and 
Patna bazai Thus the mam line of export fiom the district 
IS the Koil river Theie aie several loads and tracts belonging 
to the District Board and the Poiest Department which tap 
the foiest aieas, but with the exception of the Daltonganj- 
Latehai load they aie unbndged and only passable between^ 
Decembei and June The advent of the railway, running 
tlirough the district fiom east to west will have the effect of 
opening up the foiests and rendering their working more 
profitable It will also piobably help in accelerating the 
destruction of the piivate and khalsa jungles, especially if the 
landloids do not take some steps to place their forests qnder 
systeniatic management 
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Tho diffitolty m obimning ndoqtiftto labour in recent 
tirnca can bo traced directly (o tho extension of lac cultivation ^ 
follo^vinp tho nro In price of nhollac dnnnp tho war and tho 
hiph pnccB prcvaihnp from 1010 to 1022 In order to copo 
with tins problem and in order to maintain a continuous supply 
of labour in tho forcsta for departmental operations tho 
formation of forest vlllapes withm the boundaries of tho 
rewnred forest was decided upon Tim land given to this 
purpose consists of tho sites of deserted \illagcs which oxisled 
before tho forests were rcservetl They are devoid of tree 
growth and ns a result littlo lalioar is required to render them 
fit for cultivation The first village of tins sort was formed 
at Bijaipur near Rud In R)20 T\ro more were started in 
1023 at Pandm and RSmandag respcclivoly Tlio villagers 
are allowed to riiltiTalo tho land free for llio first three or 
four vears after which llicj pn> a nominal rent In oxchango 
for this concession they must supply tlio Forest Peportment 
with labour fora certain number of dajs In fho}cor for which 
they arc paid at a rate slightly less than tlie prevailing rate of 
daily wago This work is usnnll) so arranged that the tenants 
are not called upoa while (hev ore engaged in culliration 
That thia scheme ra fully appreciated can be realized from the 
number of applications received for land in tho forest mostly 
from tenants of villages outaido the Klias ^fabal 


In tho southern part of tho district tho population is 
small that it is difilcult to conceive how past genomtiona 
succoedod hi destroying tlio forests to (ho extent they did 
Tluj roGorvea have been under protection for 45 years dunng 
which lirao a deficit of Rs GJ lakhs lias boon incurred This 
does not inclndo tho rovenn© or exTmndituro of Hazanbagh 
Division botweon tlio years 1004 and 1020 but it takes into 
account tho oipondituro on tho protected forcsta prior to 1902 
and sinco 1020 A large demand and more extensive oiploita 
tion has led to a decided improvomont in recent years The 
revenue rose from approximately Rs 8 000 in 1920-21 to 
60 000 m 1923-24 This is distinctly encouraging and 
with improved commnnications the increase abould continue 


In consequence of protection the reserves now contain 
a promisiDg crop of young sal the bulk of the trees being 
from 21 to 4 feet in girth and some 46 to 60 years old It is 
noticeable that in many parts the trees become overmature 
and unsound before they attain a large size These, together 
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wltH many trees of exploitable girth, should be removed 
before they become useless An accurate working plan has 
now become a necessity and no tune should be lost m its 
preparation Fellings on a more extensive scale will probably 
commence within a few years and it should not be long before 
the lee-way of the past 45 years is made up 

The development of the forests should follow rapidly on 
the opening out of the district by the railway and with the 
influx of population in the neighbourhood of the coalfields 
The collieries themselves will require a supply of pit props 
which can be obtained m large quantities from the reserves 
Material for constructional work will be m demand and can 
be Bupphed from the better class forests m the south of the 
division The railway will facilitate the export of produce 
not consumed locally and will attract timber merchants from 
outside the distnct In addition, as the private forests become 
worked out, as will probably occur unless the attitudd of the 
landlords imdergoes a radical change, the economic value of 
the Government forests will increase m proportion Above 
all, over-exploitation must be carefuUy avoided It will be 
many years before the Palamau forests reach fuU matunty and 
be m a position to give their maximum yield Strict forest 
conservancy is necessary in the meanwhile and care must be 
taken that the inherent principles of forestry are not vitiated 
by the attraction of high pnces and a desire to inflate the 
revenue unduly to the ultimate detriment of the forest 

An accofint of the forests of Palamau would be incomplete 
without some reference being made to the arboricultural 
work on the Netaihat plateau At one time the possibihty 
of forming a hill station m this attractive spot was entertained 
and m order to beautify the plateau plantations of various 
species mcludmg many exotics were formed The indigenous 
species have done well, notably toon and gamliar, but the 
same cannot be said of the others Ghtr pme (Pmus excelsa) , 
silver-oak (Grevilha robusta) and some eucalyptus spp are 
practically the only exotics that have met with any succel^ 
so far 

A. few words may be added with regard to the nghto 
exercised by villagers m the jungle of villages owned hy 
proprietors other than Government In the case of the more 
jungly villages an entry was made m the record-of-nghts to 
the effect that the raiyats have the right to reclaim waste 
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landi for ponnanent cultivation withoni tho landlord b 
ponnission Bobjcot to tho provinon that tho land must bo 
imltablo for cnlUvation and that tho ratyat must not wtsto 
valnable timber or clear more ground than ho can himsolf 
convGiuontly cultivate with tho means at lus disposal In 
vilbges where a connderablo part of the junglo had already 
boon cleared and where tlie area a\’ailablo for cultivation was 
therefore restnetod tho entry was mado tiiat the landlord s 
permission is required Tho villagcra iiavo also tho right to 
talco wood for burning or for domestic or ogncultural purp<»ee 
to graze their cattlo in the jungle and to take junglo fruits 
and produce excluding maUua uhich is usually subject to 
special arrangements These rights ore in some cases 
exercised subject to tho payment of small fees Certain 
valuable trees may not bo cut for any puryioso Ijargo trees 
may only bo cut for making a plough or a rooftreo for a house 
> No treo ma> bo cut for salo and juuglo must not bo wasted 
Tho vtUagers of somo viihgos wlitcli contain no jungle are 
pcrmittod to cxeraso junglo rights m other Tillages whioh do 
contain jungle 
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CHAPTER VI. 


AGRICULTURE, 

'riir, total ,uon of tlie < 11 *^ 1)101 is J 030 sfju.uc miles, but, 
ol tills 20*2 sfjuaic miles eie mtlndc I m Hk' icsencd and 
piotcctcd forests The total erojipcd nica is 1 'iOi squaic 
miles, the cnltuiablo but uiicultn.dcd aica is 010 square 
miles, mcliidm;' 1")0 sfiunie niiles of oM fallow and 708 
sqiiaic miles of ciiUuiablc jungle, and tlic area (other than 
leseixcd and protected foicsls^ not aAail.ible for cultivation 
is 2,332 sqiiaie miles. 

For agiicultuial pin poses the distiict may he icgarded 
ns consisting hioadl^ of two intci lacing zones TJic fust 
consists of the \ aliens of the Am.inat, Ivoil, and Son, and con- 
tains stietchcs of feitilc allu\ial soil coACicd with crops of 
rice and to a less extent of sngai-cane, wheat, barley, and 
gram The second coinpiises the hilly tracts, wdieie the land 
IS geneially composed of a thin, loose, giavelly soil Most 
of the latter aiea is covcied with jungle, and cultivation is 
mainly earned on m the \ alleys lying among the hills, even 
there it is veiy piecaiious owung to the irregularity of the 
rainfall Li this pait of the distiict theie is comparatively 
httle rice cultivation, the raht oi winter cioiis are equally 
ummportant , and the population is mainly dependent foi 
its sustenance on hhadai ciops, suph as maize and mama, 
which are raised durmg the rams 

The outtmn of all the crops of the year depends on the 
distribution of the ramfall, statistics legaiding which have 
been given at the end of Chapter I Foi the hhadai and late 
rice harvests the distribution most favourable to agriculture, 
the husbandman’s ideal year, is when premomtoiy showers, 
falhng m May oi early June, facilitate that spade husbandry 
;which, to secure a really good crop, must precede ploughmg 
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0|VT3lIoni» Tlie ram tlic ^-m! of Joft« ond In Joly tlwraM 
K hran ihm #)>oun rotm? an iDlrrtal of 
fjiic in «IjIc)i tvrrdrnp of^raliona iniy bo lorcr-is* 

foil) jinK/yntM TIm' Rtplnnlfr lo Ibo hnthiyis rainn 
nto t be licit) nlT mW fm** urallicr willi Octnlior 

flwwcia On lha lu'unrncn of llio hojticmlKT ram-' inon* 
tlian iIjcw* t f (m\ otbrr tnunth <Ir|K»iid<» flm cbararlor of 
tlio tvnitcr nee emp 1 mailt jK'noilir rlKi^irrn frum 
ber to I rl*niarv inJunxr ore tKvntial to * food roln liartcnt * 

li ill*' umfsll frrH]Wcnllr Wnp ilrrmcnl or non 
mm’c* frc-jUMilh diitnlratf^ ortirirtal nictliodi 

ul imfi nfi afi ni< l ilr rafib Tlir/o ere ic i« Croc a larf 
Dunilnr of nicm qiu] ^t(catll• in tlic dnlnri bui in ino^t of 
ilirtn tljo »u|j Iv of water dttiitni»b*‘ ra|m!K or foiN rntirrly 
foon after llie end iif tlie ralnn b irrj i m tim nicxt favour 
tal'ty fitual^J b w I nd the nee rrup jr|»-ndi on ilw ixlc'iit 
to windi wattr can be tnlrvJoccd into or retained in llio 
iicldi by artifiaal mean*' In llir ca«c of tlio uplands 
anifkial miption I5 ro difDoilt a< to be jiractically imjJOMiblo 
except In so for u rdtn crop^ on. proatn m tlio beds of tlio 
ahars wlicn the t.at<.r ha* been ht out or wells can be snnk 
Id tlio raeli lands akmf tbo banks of tho great nrir> The 
cultimtors have rccouno to vonoua means to retain tho 
moisture m their Celds Much of tho cultivated area is broken 
and nndulatiug and unnuicd to largo fchcmcs uf imgation 
Tho result is that b) far tho most common method of Imga 
turn IS tlio ahar or on cnibankincnt tlirowu nexosa tho 

natural sioi>o of the countr) to catch tho surfsco dminaso 
Its catchment area is eotnolimcs greatly increased by damming 
up Btreams ro that tho W'atcr that flows down them in tho 
roint Is div'crtod into the ahar for use when unjuircd m tho 
terraced bnda below Tho water is distnbated from 
tho ahar* by bhaos whJJi aro oltlicr cuttings in tlio 
embankments or outlots bored tlirougli them and plugged 
\tiUt straw and mud till the time comes for thorn to bo 
ojicncd Tho orca irrigated from wells is oithor tho bon 
land close to tho villages or tho ncli lands cuIUvatod usually 
by Koina ou tho banks of iho Son or KoU In whicli vegot 
ablcB and sugorcano oro grown Tho water is raised from 
tbeso woUs by means of tbo usual lover (latho) and bucket 
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t)4 PALAMAU 

(kunri) Tlie otKer Sources of irrigation are mostly pains, t e , 
channels by which water is distributed from the nvers to the 
fields 

The construction of a successful ahar, and still more of 
a successful pain, is not so easy as might be supposed This 
fact IS proved by many broken embankments and channels 
no longer serviceable The damage is caused by the accumu- 
lation of silt and the difficulty of effif’iently repainng the outlets 
of the ahars 

Kararbar The largest single irrigation scheme m the distnct is • 

channel that known as the Kararbar channel, which was begun m 1905, 
and was intended to supply water from the Kaiarbar nver, 

> a tributary of the Son, to 96 villages m d’apla pargana The 

numerous landlords concerned were induced to sign a ]omt 
bond under the Land Improvement Loans Act in favour of 
the Deputy Commissioner and to entrust the work to the ^ 
District Engineer. Unfortunately the scheme did not fulfil 
expectations the channel rapidly silted up, legal difficulties 
arose m connexion with, the bond executed, and the land- 
lords lost all mterest in it as the result of the widespiead 
commutation of produce rents m the area imgated at the tune 
of settlement At the settlement it was lecorded that only 
1880 acres were being imgated from this source With the 
assistance of a substantial grant from Government the channel ^ 
has recently been re-excavated and new silt-proof headworks 
are bemg provided It is hoped m future to supply water 
directly or mdirectly through ahars to about 100 villages. 
This scheme is primarily an msurance agamst the failure of 
the hathiya rams m September-October, on which depends 
the success of the nee crop and the sowmg of the rahi The 
so-called Harhgarhwa scheme, consiStmg of a dam across the 
^ nver of that name near Leshganj with distributary channel, 
which was constructed about the same time as the Kararbar 
channel, mamtams a precanous existence The story of the 
Sadabah channel near Patan pohce-station is a repetition of 
the story of the Kaiarbar channel on a small scale, but it is 
hoped that it may be possible to resuscitate it 

The total imgated area of the distnct is lather over 
90,000 acies, of which 81,000 acres are irrigated from ahars, 
7,500 from wells, and 1,900 from other souices, i e , chiefly 
pains or watei-courses Eight-mnths of the imgated area 
IS nee land, but less than half of the iice land m the distnct 
IS imgated. 
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The nifwT feHiIo wH Arirn? a itprciw of Imnl, rilff day 
oxtremclr refcn(>ve of mojrtnrc triiicli if* pnnapally dcro^ed 
<0 Iho rnltimtion of ncc wWat nnd harley Oaria hriral 
5 whillfh Mil containing n hrRc proportion of nodnhr llmo 
(fconlar) nnd rfoma Iftral i« a Jmrd black clay winch liko 
gana hi a pood nco-produnnp mJI when impated hut doca 
not prow imch pood raht cmpa FiaUunder i« a mII with a 
conaidcrahlo admixtnro of aand which viclds pood cropa o! 
rice when impated and domia li* a loamv mH aIm itullablf 
for nco cultivation hut infennr to krtral rofcar {a a aandv 
friable Mil whldi \» reparded oa a poor nco land bat pTO^^■« 
pram tnarua and barley Other name* for infenor Mila aro 
aicraut a mndv praTollv mII miicd with clav gangti a 
calearcoa^ roll containinp hmtnr po/hh or onkn a rcddiah 
Mil fall of pmvel and petddea fnnnd on the alopca and at the 
iKittom of ravine^ and Mmntt the re<l fcmipinooa eoil found 
in tlie Math of the dirtnet near the HjoIa Nappar 
plateau and In pnewno hillocka and ndpea m the north wert 

Tlve cultiratetl land in (he district wa* clA^rified in the Cuiimoi 
rccord»of nphtu ai in the other dirtneta of Chotn Nnepur 
aa nccUnd and np-land each ►nbdinded into Ihreo clasfca 
acoordmp to merit 

T — /?trriand (cffmnlrhrt) 

Find claw riccland (gahera bahtar or ghoghra) hears a 
heavy crop of eloo npeninp nco re«ped in Aphan and 
Tcmain'i raobl for (ho preater part of (ho year Land of thin 
claw in invanably impafod naually by artificial means and 
ifl ordinanly situated m tho bed of a nolo or immediately 
below an omhankmcnl 

• 

Second class ricoland itingha dohnr chaUT handi or 
ghugri) beam a crop that is ripo by the ond of Kartik or the 
hopinning of Aghon It is loas favonrably situafod than tho 
first class land bat dorives eomo of its molstnro from im 
gallon Bach land is nsaally foond in long winding nalas 
in the Jonplo or in narrow strips between the first and third 
class fields in largo stretches of terraced land 

Third class ricoland (bad tarkka sathiar tarkhet or 
hadhum) Includes that large part of tho ricoland of the 
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district to which no water is brought by irrigation, bu? in 
which the moisture is retained by terracing The crops grown 
m this land mature quickly and aie leaped in Asm or Kartik 


H — Upland (tanr) 

First class upland (ban or gliarhari) is the fenced land 
round the dwelling houses, constantly manuied and bearing 
two crops a year It includes also such plots as aie commonly 
used for the cultivation of sugar-cane, and the dub lands m 
the beds of reservoirs which are used after the water Has been 
let out, and some of the rich lands on the banks of the Son 
and Foil 


Second class upland (bhita, marmbart, balnrban, or chvra) 
includes the unfenced lands, usually next the first class up- 
land, that are manured sometimes and like tlie first class 
upland, bear two crops a year 


Third class upland (tanr) is Bit^^ted away from the basti, 
and beais sometimes one crop a year and sometimes one crop 
every few years^. The extent to winch this land is cultivated 
depends on the demand for land in the neighbourhood 


Areas under 

different 

oropa 


The proportion of riceland to upland is 1 to 4, and the 
area of each of the classes of land and their proportions 
to the total cultivated area of the distiict (871,514 acres) is 
as follows — 



AoroB 

J 

PeroentaBO oi 
total croppoU area 


Riceland — 



3. si) olnss «■* ••• 

6,408 

•7 

Slid. CluSS aaf ••• vat 

36,679 ' 

42 

Sxd ««* aat 

135,067 

16 4 

Upland — 



1st class 

60.485 

67 

2nd class .. 

172,706 

19-8 

cIabs t«i 

472,220 

641 
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The Brt3i Mu^cr iIk' difTcreiii cropi oreonlmf’ (j thnr 
WJvmn art<T llir itropnilJnii (f fTch Co l!ie loUl culliratM 
area li o* follows* — 


— 


fm tir* •t 

1 w » r 

KVt\iB4— 

■■III' 


Ait«e'Q(MW4r .. M 


IIS 

TITfetef 


fi 1 

0fTtos(rff(O - *« ! 


6 1 

CrtifiJ— 



Aat’sea ~ 


*0-1 



in 

f'jdict $U) ^ 

■BHI 



Tlio ftio*j raltMhIo crop i* the agham trlnrli inclulc^ llio 
Wjkt Hrr ttnl fOfjarcant’ ihe hhnrftfi jitcJutle^ the catlv nee 
mama knJo trw c an*l ulhrr )r n ini|«rrinDi imm* 

Tim fuhj crop inrluJei cram nheni harlev oalB ami |H)1 «c 3 
TIio area in whfch tlm aatamn (Ihad-Jt) ncx crop niM^l in 
sirjffoxifnalrt) iildilical vrith tim third rli n ncelinda 
'Hiiii crop in clearU of <I«j crrJte*t imjporlanrc in I*alnnioa 
macli ninrr mi lliaii the winter nco crop qimI nnfortunntel) 
a hich pm{>orlloii n( tliird claiu rice Und mraoH hahilit> to 
famine for It mcann tiul inonl of tiro land In unprotectrtl 
* fndore of Uie ralim On llie otlirr Imnd ihr ]»ro- 
portion of uplaml lo ricebnd la morli tpt-iicr in Ibhnmu 
(lion in llic iMljomInc dmtricla of Hiola Napiatr nn tlip follow 
ing fignns «liow — 


— 

£WI kith 1 
mOmJ 


PaUtnia ^ 

203 1 

l/rt3 

HiUrnugli ; 

713 ; 

l,2I»3 

lUDcilt » M 1 

1,200 

2400 


In Hataribagh and Randil tlio urea of ricolond ia approri 
raatoly liolf the area of upland in Palamau it ie only ono- 
fifth TJio ralainoD cultiMitom Ihcrcforo do not aiako their 
all on a ainglo honest, (heir naka oro well dislribntcd Bat 
the crops that mcon most to them oro procanoos ones, and 
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half the cultivated land in the distiict is of the poorest class 
of upland which is cultivated only once in three years 
Morcovei, the pioportion of the piecaiious hhadai crop is 
lughei in the poorei paits of the distiict in Mahuadanr the 
area under bhadai is neaily ten times as great as that under 
rahi, in Husainabad it is only two-thirds of it These facts 
which were defimtely established at Ihe settlement give 
substance to the view of the Indian Irrigation Commission 
that Palamau was the diiest and piobably the poorest district 
then included in the province of Bengal 

Bice IS the most important crop in the distnct with a 
total area of 176,000 acres The greater part of this crop 
18 hhadai (127,000 acres), as already stated, but the most 
valuable part is aghani (45,000 acres) The latter is for the 
most part transplanted (ropa dhan) and ’s sown after the begin- 
ning of the rams in June or Julv on lands selected for seed 
nurseries, which have previously been ploughed three oi four 
times After four or six weebs, when the young plants are 
about a foot high, they are generally transplanted, each plant 
being pulled out the land, which is soft with standing 
water, and planted again m rows in Hooded fields in winch 
the soil has been puddled The nee is then left to mature 
with the aid of water till towards the end of September 
The water is then drained off and the fields are allowed to 
dry for 15 days, and at the end of that time they are again 
flooded It IS this practice which makes the rainfall or 
failmg that irrigation essential to a successful harvest These 
late rams (the hathiyd) are the most important m the year, 
as not only are they requiied to bnng the winter crops to 
matunty but also to provide moisture for the sowing of the rahi 
crops Should no ram fall at this period, or if water cannot 
be procured from artificial souices, the plants will wither and 
become fit only for fodder, but if seasonable showers fall or_ 
the crops obtam a sufficient supply from aliars, the nee comes 
to maturity m November or December and is then reaped 

A certam proportion of the nee is sown broadcast in May 
or June in low-lymg lands and is not transplanted , this 
system of cultivation is known as rashuna or dhuna hatoag 

The hhadm nee (127,000 acres) is also sown broadcast m 
June or July and is not transplanted , it is regarded as a 60 
days’ crop and is geneiaUy harvested in September or 
October One vanety known as tema is sown bioadcast 
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l^ebrenry or March and reaped m May or Jane it is grown 
(o a smaU extent m the beds of atreams to tho sooth Other 
vancUei are known os karhar and gom dhan the latter of 
whicli 18 grown by cnltivators In the sooth on upland fields 
not Burroonded by tho small ndgea called ati which are cons- 
(rocled to retain tho water in low lying fields 

Gram or hhunl (Ciccr anctinam) Is the most important 
of tho rail crops being g rown on a gross sren of 111,000 acres 
It IS aa a rule grow ii by itself but occasionally it forms part 
of a mixed crop with wheat It is sown In Oclobcr or Novcm 
ber and harvested at tho end of tho cold weather in March 
or April 

After gram tho largest area is occupied by maize orj|,lt^ * 
Indian com (malai) whlcli U grown on a gross area of C9 000 
acres It IS b} far tho most importanl of the hhadai crope 
being grown by olmoet crery rofyaf It is tho chief crop in tho 
liilly parts whero (bo cultivation of winter nco and roM crope 
cannot be profitably earned on It famishes in fact one of 
tho staple foods of the dxstnet It is sown m Juno or July 
and harvested in September or October The cobs begin to 
apjwar within a month otter sowing, and thenceforward tho 
fields have to bo carefully watched to prevent injury by birds 
and beasts os well as loss by (beft 

Barley with a gross area of 44 000 acres ronts next to Barloy 
gram amongst tlio ra6f crops It is grown in all parts of 
Falamau except In the hilly tracts lulusbited by tribes of 
obonginal descent who show little aptitudo for tho 
cultivation of food crops other tlian their favourite millota It 
is essentially tho food of tho poorer classes who cat tho gram 
boilod or fried, mako it Into bread or consume it in tho 
fonn of iailu Tlio last preparation is the one most * 
appreciated tho gram being first perched and then ground 
into o ooorse flour and it osually forms tho midday meal of 
the labouring classes seasoned with chilhos and a little salt 
Barley la as a rule grown on hhtla laud and occaaionnlly on 
chaUtr i e tlie higher rice terraces after some ofl rllcr vonoties 
of nee have been cropped 

Wheat which occupies a gross area of 16 000 acres iawteO. 
grown more or less in all parts of Pabraau except in the luUy 
tracts where the soil is too loose and gravelly to admit of its 
cultivatoon it is grown most extensively m tho valleys of the 
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Koil and Amanat and in the nanow sfcnp of flat country 
flinging the distiict on the noith It tlnives in kctoal or 
stiong clayey soils and also docs well in loamy soils and 
alluvial dexiosits, but the best outturn is obtained when it is 
giown m the beds of ahars. 

y 

Mania. Mania (Eleusine coiacana), with a gross area of 22,000 

acres, lanks next in irapoitance to maize among the hhadai 
crops It IS giown in all parts of the distnct and is one of the 
mam food ciops m the hilly tiacts It is nearly always 
tiansplanted, and being an exhausting crop is not grown on . 
the same land foi two successive yeais It is also a late crop, 
not being leady for the sickle till November 

OAer Amongst the other ceieals the most impoitant is gondii 

cereals (Panicum mihare), which is giown on a gioss aiea of 89,000 
acies Millet oi hajra (Penmsetum typhoidum) is giown on 
2,000 acies Othei cereals commonly cultivated are jowar <■ 
(Suighum vulgaie), sawaii (Pamcum fnimentaceum) , kodo 
(Paspalum scrobiculatum) , and china (Pamcum mihaceum) 
Amongst the pulses the most common is nnd (Phaseolus 
Boxbiiighii) giown on 17,000 acres, harai (Phaseolus mungo), 
kurthi (Dohclius biflorus), roller (Cajanus indicus), khesart 
(Lathyras sativus), and masim (Eiwum lens) Eahar is 
cultivated both m the hills and in the plams, the aborigmal cul- 
tivatois of the foimei exchanging the produce for rice and salt 
The species raised by them is larger than that of the plains, 
and 18 giown on what is called the heora system, the land 
being cleaied by buimng the jungle and the seeds planted m 
holes diilled about a cubit apait Khesari, a species of vetch, 

18 sown immediately aftei the rams among the standmg paddy 
and yields a coarse, cheap pulse, which is eaten in the foim 
of sattu 01 boiled and eaten as dal, but it has the leputation 
* of being an unhealthy food Masun is a lentil which is eaten 
» m the same way as khesan 

OUaeeda. Amongst the oilseeds the most commonly giown is til 

(Sesamum mdicum), which occupies a gross aiea of 111,000 
acres of the worst land Sargu'ja (Gmzotia Abyssimca) and 
mustard are -.both grown on 24,000 and hnseed on 20,000 
acres 


Sugarcane 


Sugarcane is grown in the valleys m the noith and centre 
of Palamau and is most common m the country round 
Harihargan] m the noith-east corner of the district it is 
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not ctiHi\'ntc<l m tlio soutb Tlio juko of tho cnnca la ex 
Iractcd by meana of (lio iron roller niUla dcaipned at Dilua 
in Shabnbml district and knonn na BHim mills 

Cotton nacd to bo a favoonlo crop with tho acmi obon Cdtcm 
ginaJ tribcfl and tlio pnnci|>al rrntrea of coltivatron used to 
be the lnll> ]ungl> tracts in whidi aiich tnben live At 
present it 15 Imrdh culti\a(cd at all Imt oa tlio method 
of cultivation la prmiitt\c and mtcrestinp it ina} bo explained 
Tlicro ore two methods of miainp cotton (knpaa) 
called respectively Larhhira and daha Tho first ayatom 
hardly needa description the land solccteil is plonghcd tlirco 
or four times and is then left till the next sliowcr falls when 
tho seed la mwn broadcast This metItoJ is gcncmll> unpopu 
lar owing to tho amount of weeding required tlio cultivator 
cither cannot afford hired labour or is too indolent to do it 
hunsolf and cotton sown In this u'u) is goncroli} chohod by 
woeda Tlio second method called dabn is 1>) for the moat 
common and olso the moat wastofni In this ease tho land 
solcctoil IS generally forest land which ib cksaretl by culling 
down Uio trocfl the stuaipa alone l>oing left atandmg Tho 
wliole field IS then covered with a thick )a>cr of brusliwood 
which 18 sot on fire durine tho hot weather Tlus firing haa 
a iwo>fold object it bnnia up tho roots of oil grass ond weeds 
lying near the aorfoco thns cCfectmj, a ccrtaui saving m 
weeding and Uio alkali contained in tho aslics Is an oxccUent 
mnnuro It is not often Iwwovcr that tins lattor advantage 
18 secured for unless a aliowcr bappous to fall immodiatoly 
_ after the land has beou fired the strong west winds carry 
away tlie aalica Aa soon as tho first sltowcrs havo fallen 
the cultivator ploughs up tho land and sows the seed brood 
cast when this has been done ho proceeds to fonco tlio field 
round to keep off deer wlucli aro very fond of tho crop ond this 
IB tho only expense he incurs till tho timo comos to gather 
the crop 

The daha system being the ono moat commonly practised 
it is not surpnamg that tho growth of cotton has decreased 
rapidly with tho oxtcmslon of cultivation os the jUnglo is 
gradually burnt down or gives place to the plough and also 
owing to tho reservation and proteebon of forests in which 
such a metliod la stnctly prohibited In 1803 tho Bihar 
Cotton Eood was spocidlly constructod to export cotton from 
Palamau and Sirguja during tho American Civil War In 
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1872 the area under cotton was 9,600 acres, m the five y6a?s 
ending in 1905-06 it averaged only 4,320 acies , m 1906-07 it 
had fallen to 1,500 acres, and at the settlement the area 
recorded was only 1,200 acres 

The vegetables of Palamau mclude potatoes, tomatoes, 
radishes, sweet potatoes, beans, mushrooms,' cucumber, the 
haigun or hnnjal fSolanum melongena), various gourds, and 
the vegetable known as ladies’ finger or ramtarai Among 
cultivated frmts mangoes take a promment place , they are 
grown all over the district and numerous large groves are 
found towards the north Melons are cultivated extensively 
along the banks of streams , and other frmts are the plantam, 
orange, custard apple, mulberry, guava, pomegranate and 
pomelo or shaddock The fruits of the jack and bel trees aie 
used for food, but of all the fruit-beanng trees the mahim 
(Bassia latifoha) is of the greatest economic importance 

The inahiia is found in great abundance all over the 
district, and though it is only a supplementary article of food 
when cereals are cheap, it ib the mam resource of the abon- 
ginal tribes m times of seal city The part of the mahua 
which 18 eaten is the corolla of the flowers, a fleshy blossom 
of a pale yellow colour , when fresh it has a disagreeable smell 
but a pecuharly luscious taste, and is excellent for quenchmg 
thirst, when dried it is very hke a raism “The blossoms 
sprmg fiom the ends of the smaller branches of the tiee, m 
bunches of fiom twenty to thirty, and, as they approach 
ripeness, swell with jmee and fall to the giound Much 
depends on the weather while the floweis are developing, the 
crop reqmies sun, and cloudy weather and thunderstorms 
are most destinictive 

As soon as the buds appear, the giouud is caiefully 
cleaied, all glass and weeds gi’ovdng beneath the trees being 
removed, usually by buimng The first fall of the blossoms is 
the signal for the women and children to commence work 
Those whose homes aie neai the trees go out to woik at dawn, 
loturmng two oi thiee times duimg the day with what they 
have gatheied , but where the trees are at a distance, the 
whole family encamps close by and lemaius theie till the 
entire ciop has been gatheied After being gathered it is 
spread out to diy upon the giound, which has previously been 
smeared with a coating of cow-dung and mud 
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The bkrt*ornj< ntr mrelv nien while fmOi bclnp 
conridrrrd nnwholowmc bnt arc kept In Iho ron till tlrty arc 
dried wIhmi tho\ him n llpht brown and rcviinhto mminp 
There nre Krverol melliodn of prcparlnji Oio bhwom for food 
the mo^t common Wlnp to boll it Imt a^ thU wm* to InLo 
all flavour out of it the aoeds of llic tat or pomc odd Iravcai 
or licrbfl ore cooked with it in order to render it palatable 
Another plan la (o fr> it In ght or batter but tbla la too 
expenaito n Invnrv to l>o indulfted in bv tnoat people Another 
important oae to wbicb the mehao bloaaoma nro apjdlcd ia in 
Uio dIatilLation of apirlt 

Tlic fmit of the mnhun commenrea to form Immcdlalelv 
after tW fall of the htoavnna oitil nrena in Jnne Tlio fmil 
ia never hmken from the tree nor |a the tree ahnkrn to Indnrr 
it to fall alMuld tin* I>e done flic tree It ia aaid will not 
l>car nnj fmit the following \ear crmacqnenlU it 1* allowed 
to drop of itaelf The fruit a^ben npc i* nbont the dre of 
n peach and baa three aeporafe alnna with n white not or 
kernel inwde Tlw wliole of Uie frail la ntHlred In the 
followinp wnva Tlie two otilcr aUna arc cither eaten raw 
or cookM na a vegdable the Inner akin ia dnM and jptrand 
up into flour (Mft« ) O'" the kernel on oil la made wbirli 
la largely nacd for cooking parpo«ea and for ndnlti rating ghi 

Next in importance oa nn orticle of food la the heir or Other j ngU 
plum (7l*yphaa Jojulml it prowa npom n amall thom> 
thicket or huali and ia found all over tlw diatnet \M»en half 
ripe it haa tho pleaannt acidity of on opplo and ia eaten in 
larpo quantitiea when full) npc it i» pathcred dried and 
stored and ia eaten either boiled or in an uncookcil Btato 
Tho thorny bmnclica fumirfi material for a clieap and 
Impcrvioua hedpo Tlie piar la tlio amnll block fmit of the 
tree of that name ond rcaemblcs a aloo in appearance It 
grows plcntifnll) m tho moro fnngly parts and is pothered 
and dried in tlio samo woy as tbo bair Tlio two small stones 
inside tho fruit wlirch ore known os cAlraun/i arc made into 
a dolicato sweetmeat 

Tlie forests contain nuincrons other odlblo fruits ond 
roots and for at least eight months in tho year fomisli 
the people of tho jnngl) villages with o supply of food wlildi 
though pcrliape not very substantial or digestible, la still 
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sufficiently mitritions to pi event slaivntion, and in tins res- 
pect they aie better off in limes of distress caused by a failnie 
of the ciops than the inhabitants of the moio highly culti- 
vated parts Some hf the roots are highly nutritions and 
foim a favoniite aiticlo of food with the wilder tubes The 
latter, indeed, arc the only people who know where to find 
them, as they he at a depth of several feet below i^ie surface, 
with nothing above ground — ^t.o an ordinary obseiwer at least — 
to indicate their presence, so that one might almost imagine 
that instinct alone enables these hill men to tell where the 
root is lymg 

Extension It used to be supposed that a consideiable extension of 

OP ouETivA- cultivation was occuning in the district It was thought that 
the statistics available for the Government Estate showed 
that theie had been a large incicase in that area, and that by 
paiity of leasoning a similar mciease misfht be infeiTed in 
other parts of the district Mr. Bridge has now shown in 
the Settlement Kepoit of the district that Mr Sunder was not 
justified when he stated in 1898 that there had been an increase 
of 32 per cent in the area of iiceland and of 501 per cent 
in the area of upland cultivated in the Government Estate 
since Mr Eoibes’ settlement of 1870 He has also shown 
that additions to the cultivated area in the Government Estate 
recorded since Mi Sundor’s own settlement aie really cases 
of exchange of upland In fact there are no reliable statis- 
tics of earlier date with which to compare those compiled at 
the last settlement so as to justif^^ a confident statement that 
there has or has not been an appieciable extension of cuUrva- 
tion in recent years It can only be sard that the probabihty 
is that there has been some slight extension with the grad- 
ually increasing pressuie of population • that theie has been any 
considerable increase seems improbable 

liEonA fi'acts agriculture may still be said to bo 

coLTivATioN. in its infancy Here the tubes practise the piiinilivo 
methods of cultivation handed down to them fiom time im- 
memoiial They use neither plough nor hoe, and are content 
. to plough their seeds m lioles dulled mth a pointed bamboo 

* This system, known as hcora, is becoming more and more 
restricted, the denudation of the jungle having been stopped 
altogether in the Goveinment Estate and the leseried and 
protected foiesls. The moio settled and civilized tribes are 
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of cotitintuvl oxcrfiona snil noitlirr tho 

pationco nor tlic akill ncro*«ar) to mfeo (ho more \flltnMo 
rro|rt ^vJllrh rcf]ufro froqaont ntlontion TIw\ lire in tlio 
m{(i«t of the jimpir anil prow clnotlv cropi* llmt rrfiDiro Iiltlo 
manna! labour rucli oa inaizo millcU ond formerly co ton 

In the rrortji of (lie diatnrt ilio medtodn of coItiNTition 
differ in no mnt<nnl rrppooU from ihov* followeil in Kinth 
Diliir and Ihjtt are found r hrpo ntimber of tho*o idroit 
and patient cullivnlom (he Koin« who produro rrop^ wch oa 
miporcano and Tcpe(ahli< whirh reqinrr onromittinp otten 
(bn and a larpe cxpenditurr of (imo monev and bbour 
Owinp to (he pro enro of tliei^ and other inlelhpent ndlira 
(ora tlio liilna mill for cni^hlnp fliparcano has come into 
favour and ha^ entirri) ^op|Janied di olt) noo(!en mill 
rtforta ha\o been made from time to time to improve tho 
qnaIlt^ of cropi h\ felectinn of reed and nlw> to mtroduco new 
vanotba hut not mneh ha« I>een done in (Ida direction 

Tlio prorimona of (ho I^anl lmpro\cmrnl and Apnml toutt 
(unirta Tioanii Ad liavo lieen ntilnced m Palamau to an 
extent (furpai««*d in few dlirtnrta in (Ih* jntmnco Tho funner 
Act, whicli provider for advancer hemp pi\cn hy Government 
to an} perron lepnIK entitled lo mole improtcmcnla or to anv 
other perron wi(!i |iU ronwnt « intended lo provide clncd^ 
for the cxcavatKDn of tanka reclamation of land ond oonntruc 
tion of embankments for ptirpov^ of irripalion Uio latter Act 
in diieilv directed to suppl^^inp (ho waiiu of ratyalt in tho 
matter of reed and cattle Ijoana wero first granted in the 
dlstnct dtmng tho famine of 1697 to (ho oxlonl of Ra GO 000 
Since tlicn tho diatnbnlion of agncutlDroI loans on a largo 
scab has usually indicated scarcity over Its 1 lokh wero 
distnbuted in tins sliapo in 1003d)i and again m 1908dX( 
its lakhs wero distributed m 1010 20 and Ra 1 lakh again 
in 10-20-21 Such loans arc also taken with some freedom 
for the purdiasc of cattle TIio distribution of land improve 
ment loans does not vary inversely with tlio ramfall in tho 
same manner Largo sums wore grontod during tho first 
10 years of tho century but much of this was given to 
tenants of tho Government Lstalo to savo them from tlio toils 
of the inahajatis After that tho amounts distnbutod fell off 
but they increased again m 1918-10 Such loans are most 
oommonly given nowadays to repair or extend and improve 
existing handhs 
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The a.giicultiiral stock hst prepared at the settlement' 
shows that there were then m the distnct — 


Cows 

145,000 

Buffalo cows 53,000 

Bulls 

4,000 

,, bulls 2_,000i 

Young stock 

110,000 

,, young stock 31,000 

Bullocks 

183,000 

,, bullocks 5,000 


It shows also 105,000 goats, 30,000 sheep, and 6,000' 
ppmes and horsed The number of ploughs was 87,700, and 
of. carts 682 only, a striking commentaiy on the primitive 
commumcations of the district The number, of available’ 
plough cattle is sufficient to provide a yoke for each plough and 
little more The area of cultivated land pei plough is 10 
acies as compared wutli 8 acres in Ranchi and 6^ m HEizari- 
bagh, but most of the, cultivated area m Palamau is of inferior 
class and some of it is not ploughed at alL Bullocks are . 
frequently hiied for the season on the hului' system, the rate 
of hue being from 5 to 7 maunds of gram for the 8 or 9 months 
of the cultivating season The distnct is compaiatively well 
stocked with she-buff aloes, most of which are kept for the sale 
of'milk and gin and aie the propeity of professional graziers 
Buffaloes are rarely used for ploughing except by Oraons 
The quality of the cattle is generally poor 

Cattle aie generally grazed free of charge by the villagers 
in the waste lands and the unoccupied fields of the village, 
but professional giazieis and the makers of hatlmns usually 
pay fees Ther«ii8 a vast area available foi grazing in the 
jungles in the south and south-west of the distnct, and herds 
of cattle are frequentlv sent into them during the lams to 
graze on the grass which is then plentiful 

The most prevalent cattle diseases are rinder-pest and 
foot-and-mouth disease, outbreaks of which occur everj^ )^ear 
Tlie Distnct Board maintains three veterinary assistants, the 
third having been very recently appointed, and the Govern- 
ment Estate one There is a vetennai-y dispensary at 
Daltonganj winch treats betw'een 700 and 800 out-patients a 
year, and another at Gaihwa The headquarteis of the 
Go\ernmont Estate vcteiinary assistant are at Latehar The 
District Board also tnainlnins two bulls for bleeding purposes 
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CHAPTER VII 


NATURAL €ALAHmE6 

P\l*\MAO li3R hocn characlmycil h\ !hc Indinn Impotion Xiittim to 
rommut^ion lltc otnl probablv llu noorrAl diatnrt rormt. 

of lljQ ‘Trovinro Wuhin mrnl vearn it hw »alT<TV<l fmm 
•carrity on no Iw than five orranlonA m ISGO in 1674 in 
1617 in 1000 and m 1010 on each ortn.*ion on tlit* direct 
ontcomo of droopht The ncrcniv of fhrvi vinitatmnn vaned 
con^dcmhly In different partn of the dinlnrt orro nl in;; to 
the extent to \rhirh the food ropply of tlie people w i1cn\o<l 
from the agham bhadat and rain r r opn The north and 
centre of the dintnd ore ehieflv imder nee and roln cropn 
fueh an achcat baric) and pram while bhodat emjw are E!Tf>wii 
only to a small extent In the hill) tracln there in coinpnm 
lltely little ncc eoltivation and mucli lewi of to 6/ while 
bfindai eropn such on maize marva sotmn and httdo arc 
extensively cultlvTitcil Qcncmlly apcalnnp the low of Okj 
nco liancft Iclln severely on the populatKin inhabitinp the 
vnlleys while tUo alionpinal inliahltantn of the Iiilln aro not 
affected by itn failure provnlod ihcro la a bumper bfiadoi 
lian*CRt on tlwj ntlicr hand tlwy obtain little relief from 
ft plentiful harvest of rico and rabl if it In preceded by the 
loss of tho bhudnt rropfl 

Thoflo nbonpinals Ikjwotct liavo a roaonreo unknown to 
cUltivatora in many oilier diatnefa in tho edible junplo 
producla wblcli ensile them to cko out their oxistence under 
conditions wlncli \\ould result in alarvatron olnc^hcru They 
arc conscqncntly aaXcpuanlcd from very aercro faramo hot 
Ihcflo scanty mcaU of forest produce when ecntmuously taken 
without tho usual accompaniment of nco or otlier di^tibl© 
food ppodneo effects very injunous to general health They 
sustain life it is true but tho onwholesoraenets of the diet 
taken by itsCU is apparent from tho blotclics and toroa caused 
by tho excessive use of the hheboa and other fruits and in 
^0 end results in such a reductioo of tlie system os toircndcr 



108 


PALAMAU. 


Famine of 
1869 


Famine of 
1874 


the people an easy piey to any prevailing sickness This 
was very clearly demonstiated m the famine of 3807, when 
it was found that tlie pooler classes inhabiting those parts 
of the district which produce most of the edible jungle pro- 
ducts became in the long run more emaciated'and debilitated 
than m other parts of the district The following is an account 
of the five famines which have wsited Palamau dunng recent 
years 

TU.e famine of 1869 was due to the failure both of the 
hhadat and winter rice crops The hhadoi crops of 3868 
failed almost entirely m the north-east and north-west, and • 
nearly half was lost in the centre of the distiict The wintef 
rice fared even worse owing to the absence of rainfall from 
September onwards, and was a total failure in most parts 
This was followed by a partial failure of the rahi crops, many 
of which could not be sown owing to the divness of the soil 
The parts most affected were the north-east and north-west 
and to a smaller extent the centie of the distnct , in the south 
and south-east the outturn of the crops was much better, 
whrle an abundant harvest was reaped in the Cbliechhan 
valley Rehef works were started m October 1868, and the 
number of persons employed rose to 6,357 at the end of June, 
after which it gradually dwindled till the 15th October 1869, 
when the works were finally closed 

The year 1873-74 ojiened with a comparatively shoii) 
food-supply owing to deficient harvests in the precedmg year , 
and a very poor maliua crop in the spring of 1873 The hliadai 
crops of maize and mama failed almost completely in 1873, 
and the aghani paddy was equally a failure The outturn 
of the latter was estimated at 2 to 4 annas m 'parganas Japla, 
and Belaunja m the north and m Deogan and Untaii in the 
extreme north-east and north-west of pargana*Va\axaan, while 
it was 5 to 7 annas m the central, southern and south-western 
tracts The pressure of the famine was most severely felt in 
the parganas mentioned and in Pun dag to the east, and heie 
distress lasted from Januai}'^ to June 1874 The distribution 
of charitable lehef was commenced m the latter half of March 
and was continued till the 8th August following , during this 
period 376 persons, on the average, daily received relief m 
them own homes, generally in the shape "of gram Relief 
works were opened m Pebmary, and at the end of the month 
6,377 labourers were employed In the first y^eek pf March 
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lltero a Midden nw (o 12,025 tint a forinipht oOenvnrdH 
tlie nnmltcr fell to TOTO oumtj to itio Inatmin^j of ll«o raht 
ond mahua hancnii After thU It grwlnnllr rme 1>1I It 
nvlied flic maximum of 2a0!0 at the end of ^Inv II wan 
tlum di^covtrcd llml llic |U\KTT]ted mle^ of ^^JRe^l were loo 
llml tlie manner of enfomnp work was loo lemciil 
and llml innn\ of Iho Jal>ourrnt were pnltin;! Ii> out 

of llicir dai!\ wacei* On this diN'ivcry beinp made onlerr 
were piveti for tlie cnforrcincnt of loaL work and for p3^^nenl 
of waives m pmin with tlic n^^ull llml Ihe noinlier of lalmnirrr 
fell at onco fnini ^5 O|0 ti 1 lt>'l in the bepinnmp of June 
and o\en of lids snnll iitin Iht P22 were |»mfefSionnl N!im\*ns 
rin|ili\cd on rpocMl work Tlio works were finall} elowl 
in Jal} 

Al no lime dnriiijr (he cllolrnw wa» nn) aetnal scaml> 
of food felt In i1k* doftriel then n mfhdiMsion of Ltdmnlspi 
Win h (lie antlmrilies raw llint a famine was imminent they 
invited Ihe n^drlanco of ihe flniimMr# and cneonraced pram 
dealers to Impf'rt foo<lpnlnR and oven the onlmorj 
callivolors were moved to utiHro ilieir plonph eotllc for 
impnrlinp prmn on llteir fn\n oecount I>arpo quantities of 
praln were tha« I epl |«nnnp in from Ixdmrdapa ond the 
btates of Sirpnja Oanpjmr ond Jashimr The country wos 
in fact soon overetoclod with food Over ond above thm 
tnahua heenroo fo almndant limt in Auposi it woa rcporlod 
(o Ik, acihnp at 5 maundn (or the njjtcc ond to be onimlcablc 
m man} ploees Hio total expenditure hi thin fninmc wan 
Bfl 2 lakhs of whicli Its li lakhs were spent on the WTigea 
of labourers and Its J lakh were od\TincM m the fonu of 
loans 

The foinino of 182C-07 wan the »o\cre«t throngli winch Famirw of 
tlio distnet had up till then panned In thin famine tho most 180? 
diatresned area coNcred nliout 2^*) nquaro mllca with a popu 
latkm of 3SJ dOO souls and won compnned in a broad tract 
running from cant to west through the centre of Uio district 
Tlio worst tracts la} in tlie rovciiuo thanos of Gorliwn 
Daltongonj Bolumath I/atcImr ond Palau In tho north 
Uio distress wan lens acute ond tho atato of things gradually 
improved until Uio Oq}p border was readied Uio correspond 
ing block to tho south whidi borders on Birguja and Ihmdii 
dlstnct and whicli oboundb in forest products, was also less 
seriously affected 
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jIn !1896 ’llaere was very Qittle ram m May, heavy lam 
an June,;'July and Angnst, moder&^te ram in September, slight 
jram m October, and none m the remaimog months of the 
year The iresult < of this unfavourable distribution was that 
the- crop was only anll-anna one, the wmter nee crop 
a lO-anna ,one, and the rabj crop an 8-anna one In 1896 
ithe distribution of .the ram was very similar, for there was 
no, ram -m May, -very heavy ram m June, July and August, 
.mpdelcate ram m September and no ram m October The 
result 'Was thattthe outturn of hhadai was ouly 9^ annas, and 
that of winter nee 6 annas only Again , owing to there ^ 
being no 'nam m October, and none till the last week in 
November, 'very little raht was sown, and a fair yield was 
obtamed only from crops sown m the beds of reservoirs 
After the ram m bhe end of November large areas were sown 
with wheat, barley and gram, but these crops, as well as 
'those sown on high lands m October, were attacked, some 
by rust, and others by crickets and other insects The lesult 
was that the outturn of raht did not exceed 6| annas The 
■mahua crop, which promised at one time to be a bumper 
,one, was also so seriously damaged by stoiras of wind and 
ram, accompamed by thunder and ligljtning, m ^February 
and March, that only a 6-anna crop was eventually gathered 
The mango crop again was an absolute failure, the blossoms 
‘having been entirely destroyed by the mclement weather m 
"March 

With had crops m .1895-96 and v/orse m 1896-97, the 
district was soon reduced to a state of famine , and what 
aggravated matteis was that the surrounding distncts weie 
reduced to the same plight In October 1896 prices began 
to rise and soon 'went up to famine rates , and m the beginning 
of'December it was estimated that the stock of food remaining 
m ithe district was only sufficient to meet the requirements 
of 1 the-' people for .about a month In the middje of January 
exports -from the Ranchi plateau suddenly ceased almost 
entirely, while all exports fiom the states were stopped by 
the V orders of the different chiefs The average price of rice 
rose .to 1 8 seers 11 chittaks, and at the end of the month 
works were started These were converted into relief works 
m Ihe ensuing month, the idistribution of charitable relief 
was commenced, and m view of the dangeiously depleted 
stocks. Government sanctioned a bounty on importation By 
the end of April the average price of nee had nsen to 6 seers 
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33 cliittnkR per mpoo hnt m npito of thU the number on 
relief works wna •urpnwnplv wnoll owJnp !o tlm odvent of 
the tnahao reason and to the oonTOinptmn of junfilo products 
Pnres continued to nso steadily and bv the end of'Juno the 
iivemjtc pr ice of nee Imd pono up to 0^ soctb- and of Indian 
com to about fi >cers whilo mahaa had rwm to 175^ seers 
por rupee ns compared uiUi 3(i seers nt the Ratnc tune in 
the provioas ^ear Rldl the anomalv of unexpectedly low 
numbers on works continued The nnmbers on pnvnto rcUof 
works, remained ronstnnt at nliout 3 r>00 to 3 COO trhlle on 
the Go\‘cmmont relief v. 0 Tks tlio ntlendnnce nveroped only 
nbout 2 7C0 the explanation l>einff the departure of the 
people for their Colds Tlio numbers relieved bj cotton 
spmninc etc sliplitU iricrcased and tliose on protuitous 
relief numbered 2 400 nt the end of the month 

E\Trv Uunp now depended upon the coming hhndat and nco 
crops Betwoerl Mn) IGUi and June 2Cth only 4J indies of 
nun liad fallen and the total fall np to the end of July ivss 
0*70 indies below tlie normal (xi* 14'65 inches oa sgainst 
ft normal of 2155) Tlic prospects of the winter nee began, 
to be very gloom) and pncea meauwlulQ continued to nso 
but tbo numbera both on the Govemroent and ppvato relief 
works atcodil) fell off and by the end of the montli onl)^ 
1 043 persons remiincd at work the explanation still being 
that oil avoilahlo Inboui was required for the fields 

By the middle of August nco was selling at )es& than 
0 seers per rupee at one-lmU of tbo markets m tbo diatnct 
and at half of these nt G seers or under tbo average rate 
for the whole district being only 6 seers 35 chittaks per 
rupee TJieso are prices that point unmistakably to anadraost 
complete oxhauation of tlic local stocks and this remark, 
apphes not only to nco but to all olhot food grams* the 
goneml rise of which in pneo danng tho seven weeks fromi 


the 20th Juno to the 14tl August vdll be soon fromitho 
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hhadat barvesT had already commenced Meanwhile tho 
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numbeis on the relief works had dwindled down to under 
1,000 by August 28th, while those on gratuitous relief had 
also decreased by several hundreds In the circumstances, 
and especially as the new' crops w'eie now coming in at much 
reduced rates, the relief operations were finally discontinued 
on the Slst August 1897 


Altogether 244,334 men, 190,137 women and 72,693 
children, or a total of 507,164 persons reckoned in terms of 
one day, were employed on relief works during the famine, 
representing a daily average of 0 32 per cent of the population • 
affected The aggregate number in receipt of gratuitous relief 
from the 23id January to 31st August 1897 was 131,883 men, 
239,283 women and 82,775 children, making a total 
of 453,941, the maximum numbei of peisons thus relieved 
being 4 per 1,000 of the population affected The greatest 
difficulty m this famine was to secure the importation of 
supplies, and for this purpose Government sanctioned the 
payment of a bounty of 8-annas pei maund of rice imported, 
and gave advances to enable merchants to purchase supphes 
Under the bounty system the total importations into Palamau 
from February to the end of August amounted to 14,227 
maunds of Burma rice and 5,465 maunds of country nee The 
Government itself also imported about 15,000 maunds, when 
it was found in June that prices still rose to an alarming 
extent and that there was difficulty in procuring food for 
the laboureis on rehef wojks The death-rate durmg the 
famme was 36 40 as against 33 84 pei mille, the average for 
the five previous years No deaths weie caused by starvation, 

‘ and the excess over the average of the preredmg qumquen- 

mum must be attributed to the results of privation, and the 
geneial weakemng of the system caused by the consumption 
of jungle products without a proper mixture of moie digestible 
food, which rnaJe the people more susceptible than usual to 
any form of prevailmg sickness 

Famine of famine of 1900 was far less severe than that of 

1900 1897, and there was this marked difference between the two 

that m 1897 Palamau began the struggle with very httle, 
if any, spare stocks m hand, whereas in 1900 it started with 
two bumper yeais behind it The area severely affected was 
also far smaller, only one thana, Mahuadanr, with an area 
of 502 square miles and a population of 26,153, bemg declared 
a famine area, though regular rehef was given at the expense 
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of Govommonl m nil (hann^ except nusnmabnd and Chlmttar 
pur in the norlli TIio cauno of Uio scnrcltv vms the pariinl 
failure of cropfl which rcTuUcd from (ho unscaaonnhlo rainfall 
of 16D9 In 38^S-90 (ho total rainfall waf normal and its 
dia(ril»ution fa\’ourabIo the conacqucnco being that tho out- 
turn of all crops wna good 1899 1900 although (ho 
ramfoll was onlj 4 0 inclioa loss than tho normal tho 
distribution was disastrous After preliminary Bhowers in 
Apnl and May nm fell with ill timed prtxljgnlitv in Juno 
and July and though it benefited tho mntcr nco crop it 
scnouil) injured thocliancca of the hfwdat crops TIks winter 
nco winch promised well m August rcijnired good rain m 
Reptember to ensure its -coming to matuntv but tho rainfall 
in tlmt month was onlv 1 18 jnehea ogainst o nomiol foil of 
7-61 incIicB In tho inontha of October l*o\ombor and 
Bccombcr In wbicli light elKiwore wore wonted for tho rabt 
cultirolion there was no rain nl all except 37 inch in 
October ond Uio area cnltivated nas accordingly greatly 
contracted At first it was fcanxl (liat oven tlie email crop 
Rown would be a jotal foihiro ond tliough tine disaster ^vns 
atertod by timely rain m Janooty (ho outturn vras no moro 
than 48 per cent Tho inahua crop was also damaged by 
windy and cloudy weather m Apnl ond Mo) and yielded an 
outturn of only 37 per cent 

T?io outturn of nco woe only 33 per cent ond oooing 
tlmt this crop ia estimated to provide one-tbird at least 
of the year a supply of gram, it was endont thot there was 
a serious deficiency m the food stocks At tho ond of 
October 1809 Government sanctioned tho opening of tho 
reserved forests to tho people for the collcrtion of odiblo 
jungle products Tnquiry sliowcd that many perBone who 
wore accustomed to two meals of nco daily wore toldiig ono 
meal of nco ond one of madim or other jungio products others 
were hnng entirely on junglo products In many cases it 
wss found that a villager bad kept a small Block of grata for 
seed and wu resisting the tomptatloQ to uso it for food and 
subsisting on food collected ra tho |uDgles, and in many 
basars tal seeds wero regularly sold for food In November 
1890 QoTormnent authonxod the granting of loans Jn order 
to stimulate the importation of gram and Ibo immediate ofToof 
of this moasuro was to renew the activity of tbo traffic m 
gram wtilch was almost at a standshlh 
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TliG fii^t distinct indicntions of tlic nrcesaity of relief 
mcasnics weic oI)sgi\0(1 in IMnitli at J^ralniftflanr, whcie tlie 
people were nil c.ulj in want of snflicient food, the food-stockfi 
hem" depleted, while the onh supplies offered foi siile nl the 
hni weie obtained ‘nnieptitiously from Sne'ijn, expoitalion 
fioni whieli had oeen forhi<3den hy the chief the end 

of Maich it had hoen found ncces^au to open test-works in 
this and fne other Ihmut^, for the vinJnta crop, which may 
usually he taken to he cquualent to a two months’ sujiplv of 
food, had pio\ed a failure, while the mnpgo crop had also every- 
where been ntTccted by blight, and in most places had 
conipletch failed In Maj the pnee of common iice was ns 
high ns G seeis G chittaks jici rnjiee, at Ivlahnadanr, and on 
the lOtli May that flutmi was dcclaied n famine aiea J3y 
the 31st May work had been opened on ns manv as ^>8 ii liga- 
tion haudJi^ 111 the numerous Oo\eimnenf Milages in the 
Daltonganj, Patau and Latehar fhnnas as well as on ‘5e\en 
sejiaiate test-works m the ]Mnhnadanr and Bahimath f/ia/m? 
Seven kitchens had also been opened by the end of June 
in jSIahuadanr thaua, ul which a daiij average of 370 persons 
weie fed, and subsequently 10 more weie opened in different 
parts of the district With the harvesting howe\er of the 
hhadai and the piomisc of a good wnnter nee crop, the mimberB 
on lelief w'orks continued to fall steadih fiom the last week 
in July Dining the week ending on the 11th August there 
w'eie only 1,00 j peisons at work, and bv the end of August, 
the numbei had been i educed to GIG All works classed as 
famine w'orks were then finally closed, anv remaining open 
after that date being earned on by the district board or 
maintained as w'oiks of impioyement in the Government 
Estate The kitchens w^ere kept open until vSeptembei 8th, 
w'hen they weie all closed 

The total number of labour eis on test and relief woiks 
in Mahuadani, re3koned in tenns of one day, was 27,991, 
and the total number on test w’oiks in othei paits of the 
distiict was 191,749 The death-rate fiom October 1899 to 
September 1900 was 47 81 per mille, as against an average 
of 35 56 foi the preceding five years This high mortality was 
partly due to a severe epidemic of cholera and may perhaps 
partly be explained by the fact that the period of distress was 
preceded by two years of good crops, fan general health and 
a noiinal death-iate, in which a laige number of peisons of 
low vitality must have maintained then existence, who were 
pnable to suivive in a peiiod of scarcity oi disease. 



CM 


115 


rjltmtiu liVr* all Hhrr fnMt of Tivin <’Ti5rfM In flj<* 
it-w! I*' rti t« I httflit l«T III" fAitqffO nf iIj" nnHiw»fi anf| 
ll»r InllurhU rfnl-'Tuk In 1*1*^ Tl»" iIi'UkI In 

o-mi" rr*j»> 14 fruiurnt*' Tli" n r rmj» of ll*" wmtrr 

■f>4 fh" f4! i rt^'ji iIjiI il urfr l«nlli |>* I ih" I lirt l<*i 

rmp Ilf Irt fc-wno rilntl I \ lli*- ntr-njl*r 

rfi arnJ nth tr* nirm oJ IIm* rainfalt Iqil llw rnahtii 

It *11 ijtmn^ ll)r ttwil i*f 101*1 nljrtt «({ |l ^ H nrn» 

ii"*nl fmr^u wrir lljn»»n ♦►{■m f cii n*!trt finr’ i f » 1 *rp" 
t\*fcp ! iin-l all t* iTr «;»• a 1*1* ! cji ji I ' liT Mili»i-!i 
llrrtTfnTP ill" *»nnr1mir* ctlim •‘l^ flir<*al/’nin^ 

iIk- ill f rml f><n I > ill" «iol anj| fanimr trA» nnl 

fiHTnath dfflannl m ant atoji 

Nn ram frll in |0lt^ afti"! fw'i triiiWr ) ih Tl*" pvlly 
p im IIk* m-jir-T Itiw! t f nli>rl’ iti" |*-trrnla^o 

In iIjU ih InrI II f«»l<'! and iIk* aira »omn noh tnl i rrt jrt 

t\a» r•Ilfna1"»l at onli nn^-oasrlif of lit" trirmal Wlirti jl ttj* 
friluM tint tlwfr tirtr t a/! Iiinr% alioad ntti‘n)| t« «nr fnado 
In mowtap* 11*" unrnotnotl to rfiji/rat" hn IWiI" tirm 
nd»i*<»l In jKinid" otal. f<i» lli^n iniaiii* aivl lal^^rri* if ilirv 
do! nnt want til l-rH- ilirfn ant |»naii|wi» „f und'T tlin 
IiSniJ linprtrtrnirnl I^n \rl wrir rirruUtr't TIk* apiv^l to 
nnl;mt" fell on draf I ul tin* a|i)«*al 1 1 tlir landlni^il* mi*l 
with a pcTtrrtrtJ* rr*j mam of iIkih !lroij;,li at llir* tmtr 

afiiartnu. un<trr tin* ctiflallini'ni nf tlirii iiKntnrHi |»\ ||jr fair 
rml a-Mtlrtnmt pmriilc«l nwfal t^iL f ^ ilinr irnaiita wlirrt* 
it wan and fultownl llir oaamplr of (lo\rminrnl in 

allowltip tlw* |»xii If* to fnlf<T:t tin* mafitid t'lrii^Mna from tlirlr 
tn^ frrr nf cliar^jr Tlir |a«rtitiM*a of hn I inipmvoTnrnl 
kana wnr atwi 4 |<itrrmtrtt ainl nian\ applirationa wrre 
mTivnl Ixiant tindrr llna \rt in tin* rxtnii nf ovrr 
lU dTi.ta)') wrn* distrilinicd from Jatiuan to Jul) jOlO wliicli 
liHliol to |innido rnipluynictil «1utin(^ llir «)n inontim nlirn 
it W-D4 IradI) r<*<iuIfiHl Ijoaiia uiidi*r tlio VpncultnriHlft I>nna 
Art for tim imrclidv* of wen? alfn luadr aobvs^uctilh lint 
lln*j were drla\rd till tin. lai*! inunirnt « that thps mlKlit not 
Im* dt\rrlrd to tin* fnirrliaw* of food and dnnk At tho end of 
Ma) and bo^jiimin;, of Junf Iflll) ltd 1 tU (MJ(I wrrt duinbtitod 
in fnuill eatiif In tliis iiianncr 

On January DOtli lOlfl tliiTt urcnm'tl a Irnil atonn wliirli 
at llio tinie rpcunrl to rxtini^Uli wbat liopow tlirro wtro fur 
tlie CTOjifl It afTcclod moat of tJio district oimI w'zm jarti 
colarly bod In Daltoaganj Tbo ground wai wldto at with 
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a fall of snow and laail-btones were piclrerl np -which were 
two inches m diameter It was feaied that this stoim had 
destioyed any Tah% crop that had been sown and all hopes 
of the mahua and the lac crops mto the bargain Foi Innately 
these three crops survived remarkably well, and in fact the 
storm was useful m creating a general, if temporary, demand 
for labour for the repair of damaged roofs Thanks to the 
survival of these crops and the employment provided by tile 
land improvement loans the district was earned through till 
the monsoon broke early in June and. created a fresh demand 
for agricultural labour , the monsoon m 1919 was a particularly 
good one and there was no further difficulty m providing 
remunerative employment for the population Only in 
Mahuadanr, where tlie conditions that saved the rest of tlie 
district do not obtam, where there is little lac and mahua, 
did the scarcity develop into real distress Employment in 
this area was afforded by the construction of the track along 
the Pakripat plateau in Eanchi distnct on the eastern side 
of the Mahuadanr valley. The landlords of the valley also 
provided work and, when distress was actually felt,. they 
maintained a kitchen which was placed m charge of the sub- 
inspector of police and the district board doctor at Mahua- 
danr The Koman Cathohe missionaries also opened a grain 
shop with funds supphed to them and another shop was opened 
by the agent appomted by the Deputy Commissioner m 
accordance with the scheme desciibed below Es 20,000 wore 
distributed in agricultuiaWoans By the end of May it was 
estimated that another 1 000 maunds of grain must be 
imported mto the valley to enable the population to survive 
till the next crop could be cut An attempt to import it from 
Daltonganj was frustrated by the Koil nsmg in flood at the 
break of the rams : the Khas Mahal Deputy Collector, who 
was in Mahuadanr at the time m charge of the relief opera- 
tions, realizing what had happened made a rapid journey to 
Lohaidaga to ariange for the impoit of .the required giam 

over Netarhat and thereby saved the situation 

* 

When theieforo the monsoon bioke in June 1919, the 
difficulty of providing the people with woik aud eo with money 
disappeared, but the difficulty of providing them uith food 
to purchase with their money still remained till the ciops of 
1919 could be reajied Palamau is always a “deficit ’’ districl 
which imports moie foodgrains than it exjxiits, m 1919 the 
deficit was very marked and the fact that practically nil 
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oilier iliBincfn uoro FiifTcrinp fmm n mnnhr ilrficil nt llie wmo 
lime tliat itni>orl« from Sirpujn were fltojipnl nml limt 
tljorc wan a eonous Flioiingo of roIHtif; Floe) on llio roilwnjrt, 
limdc llio Fitnotion o difTKruit one Tlie tmnsport of 
pooda bj rail at tins Inno xms controllc<l b) Ibo 
ronirolltr of Civil Hajijilim the Matem of priority 

(Trliftnlca At firFt tire rcqnlmiicnla of tlic district \voro 
mltnilafcd on n coiifndcmlion of llio amount of food Q\“nllnl)1o 
in (be diHinct nnd tire popuintlon to In, ftsl but b> the timo 
tbcM* calculationa tiad Irecn pru\o<l tu lio coniplLtelv unrcluibto 
end far in cxcc^a of rofiuircmcntR iNinio montbs Imd elapecd 
Olid It was po^Hiblc to frame n moro fLahonoble otitimato on 
Ibo Ikwia of actual inijiortri The ejMom of pnont} ccrtifl 
catce Imd mcanwbilo fIiowti tluit it wns ojren to nlmsc b> 
nnumiimloan dcalcm and it wna found ncccFsarj to cbininato 
Ibpin Tire district \\*na llrenforo di\id(Hl Iretuccn ciglit 
Dulbonrod importing o„cn(a wlio ^\c^u ollottcO pnrticubr orcoa 
in wlucli tbo ucri. ouppoeo*! to kII at fixed pnccd ot o profit 
of one anna m die rupee Tliia i^slcm in tom faili^ to 
give aatufaction and the distnbution of foodf,roins gradooll) 
came inoru end mure andor direct ofncial control Tlio brat 
\'cntaro in tlds direction waa the ahop in clmrpo of tbo 
mifwonanea in Mnbuadanr wliicli \rofl oponod in 1 tbroary 
\vitb funda supplied b} tbc Depul) Couunismnncr At Uio 
beginning of April a lorgo quantit) of groin wob purclioBod 
and a simp wbicli wiie named (bo l^lmromgola was ojioncd 
111 tbo old )ail building in Doltongnnj at wbicli rico WOB Bold 
at 11 laeJiha seers to tlio rupee By tlio middle of Maj tbo 
stock of food in tiro toi\n was dongcrouaU low tbo raorchanta 
who migbt lm%o been financing its import ond distribution 
Imd locked up Uioir money iii bupng lao for tbo oxport of 
wbicb tbo) found tlicy could not get pnont) ccrtiCcotcfl nnd 
Uioy were oIbo deterred from imiwrtjng rico by the fact Umt 
tbero were certain clicap sonrccs of supply wliich were not, 
but might at any time bo oponod to tiro diatriot from wliiob 
they could bo under sold On the other band tlio Dhoramgolo 
under tbo charge of tlio Diatnct Sub-Bogxstmr contmuod to 
tbnvo ond prosontl) dm eloped into tiro Ihstnct Co^pomtivo 
Grain Bocioty adinmistored by the Dojiutv Commissioner 
with tbo assistance of a committee to ulueh Imndsorao sub- 
scriptions were made by the Kumar Salub of Ton the Baja of 
Cbampur the diatnct board and tbo mnmcipalit) In Juno 
the distnet rccclvod iU first consignmont of nco from Burma 
through this society, F^rty thousand maunds of Burma ricq 
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were Boltl in n(i«]i<ion to 3,000 maunOp of other ^aiielicp 
The demand for Ihip iifc rontmued till flio follouin' 
Sepfondjer uiieti it Hiiddciih ceased, (he l.tpf h.i" l)emf( sold n 
No\ ember 'J’ucni.y-two hranch nhops weie oi)ened and tin 
total fijofits of the ho< icty were o\er JIk U /KJO. The ecps.itioii 
of the nctiviliop of the hoCiety mniKcd tlic end of the penoi] 
of distress and by the nntumn of this jear eomytUatncIy 
normal economic tonditions were restored 

The death-r.ite dmm;, this penod was apjinllm;,'. bnl 
this was owing to the inflncn/'a epidemic wliudi coincided with 
the failure of the rnins and filled the cup of the atllutcd jKipu- 
lation Foity-ninc thousand jicisons died in J{)]S and ’Jj/JOf) in 
1010, wliidi gi\cs death'iatcs of 718 and .‘363 pei mille 
respectnely in those two yeais The gicatcst nioitatity 
occuired in November 1018, but that was before tlie etfec ts of 
the deficient rainfall had liad time to inalvc themseUes felt 
Fuithcr information regarding the influenra will 'be found 
in chapter IV There is no CMdeiicc that the scaicity diiectly 
affected tiie death-rate, it caused sutTeiing and predisposed 
towards disease, but no deaths weie directly attiibutcd to it 

The experience of these fi\e famines suggests ceitain obsei- 
vations In the first place, the complete or partial failure of 
the hathiyn rams is the invariable piccursor of a period of 
scarcity When Oiis occuis in a yeai which follows a year 
of b.'^d harvests, as happeiied m 1897, the seal city will be veiy 
much more scveie The south of the distiict, excluding the 
Chhechhari valley, depends chiefly on the bhadai harvest and 
lives habitually in a state of less comfoit than the remaining 
paits of the distiict, but when the leal pinch comes it is less 
liable to collapse than the otbei paits, paitly because it depends 
less on the single rice ciop, and paitly because it has lesouices 
in the jungle products winch aie not so freely available else- 
where The Chliechliaii valley is dangerously isolated, and 
when the rice crop fails there, as it did m 1900 and 1919, 
it is a matter of difficulty to get the food* to the people or 
the people to the food , it would appear desirable to open 
some road into the valley which will be available for wheeled 
traffic all the year round It is impossible to lely on food 
coming into Chhechhari from Snguja on these occasions, for 
if there is any tin eat of dangei theie, all expoits are at once 
stopped Finally, the people do not readilv come to lelief 
works and the systehi of famine relief contemplated by the 
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co<1p Iwn never I>e(‘n cxlen^ivil) applied except in 1874 when 
os t!io account of llml famine Rtiows, it woa freely abnw^ 

In IWI (lie ‘’{plnt^ miffprcd from a dramatic but brief Tsr Ro’< 
cotamitv in tlie (Oiape of n flood of the Son tthicti now 
nn nnproccdcnlo<l beiplil nnd did much dainn;jo atonp the 
nver banW on the northern fnnfjc of the jurisdiction of 
Itlmnnallipur pohce-atation from KhoUui on the Mirrapur 
Iwnlcr to Snnnpun x\here (lie Son jofntf tlio Koil Tlie flood 
VkH% cauised hv in excoplionall) heavy nnd uninterrupted 
downpour of rain in the area drained b\ the nver in tlie 
Central Prorincca It iraa firnt nolico<l in Palamau in the 
amall hours of tlie inominR of Sntnrdav AoRust 38th I>unng 
lliat morning tlin ullapcm uent to the n\er hank to collect 
for use na fuel the trcei arwl hmnehes that were lieing swept 
down in the flood The n\er continued to rise till 2 r M in 
the afternoon nnd a numlier of the vlllopers who Imd gono 
to the n\cr bank liad to rhnih np Into trees to save themselves 
TIks flood remained at the unprecedented height wlncli it 
had then reached till 10 \ m on Siindat Aognst lOlli Tlie 
population of the rilbgc of Sonpuro and the surrounding 
baitii liad chmlied up into trees or on to the roofs of tlieir 
houses and tlio trees and houses were now licgmning to 
collapse in the swirling water Seventy nmo Incs were loat 
in this manner during these cnttcal liours including tlie whole 
of the inhaliitants of the Dam fo/a who )isd climbed up into 
a largo tree as Ibe flood rose Thoi ivater receded to some 
extent dunng Sun lay oftomoon but some people remained 
cut off in the trees or on tlio roofs for tbreo wliolo da) a and 
tJirce children were bom in Ibo bmnebes of tbo trees A boat 
bad meanwhile arrived at Sonpum from Snnnpuro which 
assisted in collecting the refugees ond bringing them to the 
garh of Baba Bisamblmmatli Balii of Sonpura A crowd of 
8b0 persons bad collected m bis bouse by August 22nd Two 
ullier boats that were In Sonpura were chiefly occupied at 
this stage m saving the belongings of some of tho wealthier 
residents of tlie viilago 

There is no bridged road and no telograpb to Sonpura 
and not a word of information regarding the flood reached 
Daltongnnj till August 2lBt The Sonpum estate was at that 
Unxi still being administered under Uio Bncumbered Estates 
Act and the Manager wlio was intimately acquainted with 
tlie neighbourhood was despatclicd Uiat evening to the scene 
of the disaster with means of relief He reached Sunria whicli 
is about four miles from Sonpum on the 22ud He found that 
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the flood had receded, leaving behind it n sea. of mud, and he 
also found that there was not a single boat at Sonpura. That 
* afternoon he started distributing relief In the early hours 
of the following, morning he saw that the river was rising 
ogam The first thing to be done was to collect boats, 
a matter of some difficulty, but the work of rescuing the 
people who had again taken to the trees began that afternoon, 
continued till 10-30 H-ir that night, and was resumed on the 
following day, during which time 1,200 persons were brought 
to safety Meanwhile the crowd had been penned up in the 
house at Sonpura for some days and steps had to be taken 
to prevent an outbreak of cholera theie and in the neigh- 
bouimg villages, which also were crowded with refugees. 
Fortunately this danger was averted and, apart from some 
fever, no epidemic occurred. 

In all 33 villages were affected and 1,381 houses were 
destroyed. More senous w’as the damage caused to the fields 
of what was perhaps the most fertile tract of the district 
The fertility of Bahan was proverbial “ Sau Untari, na ek 
Baliari ” But when the flood receded, it had left a deposit 
of some SIX feet of sand over the best lands m the village. 
Other villages seriouslv affected in this wav were Sonpura, 
Nawadih, Pmdraha, Kishunpur, Gara Falan, Gujaria, and 
Kadhwan A sum of nearly Bs 5,500 was collected in 
Daltongan] for immediate distribution to the afflicted popula- 
tion to this sum the wealthy and the poor contributed after 
their means and a handsome subscription was received from 
a generous Indian gentleman of Bombay who desired to remain 
anonymous A sum of Bs 40,000 was distnbuted m loans, 
principally for the lebuilding of houses, and steps were taken 
to encourage the cultivators to apply for a reduction of reiit 
on the ground of the deterioration of their holdings The 
flood was also very seiious in Bihar, but m no district was 
the loss of life in any way comparable to what occurred in 
Palamau. The reason for this was that elsewheie the water 
could spread itself out over vast areas a foot or two m depth , 
hut in Palamau the water rose to a much greater height, 
as it was held up between the Kaimur hills of Shahabad 
on the north and on the south by the low hills of 
Bhaunathpui which leach down to the point at Sunripura 
Consequently, when the houses and trees began to collapse, 
there was little hojie of saving the lefugees wdio had taken 
shelter in them and who were swept down with them into 
jthe flood. 
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CHAPTEH Vm 


DEHTfi, WAGES, AflO PRICES 
Tlx' mo*l cif tm\ in Pabman oto 

tru onrinallj ihr ftn/i rt^frni liy wliirh llic rrnt wa^ 
on llx fxtna Tlx putrffi wroti' 

Mr I otlx* I* ft rrratj<Tn of i!>r alxrvpna! IriW* on«l i** 
llx onlv mict^nn llI^ 5 ■ llxv ron»^orm)v prrfrr it 

nboTo all olliTT* Tlx Ki*i» of tlic 1x5 in l)x ilit-j mn 

of rrrliin of llio tilUso lan«N crnrnlK llm nfv* laiirlt into a 
nutnlxT of ptttrrat racli of nhtrji <nmr5 uiili it tlx n;;lit 
to ft ixilaui fxtmt of apland tMtlwwit innTa*x of rrnl Tn 
|«ctirrt all Mra of |.rojoflion lxltrr<n uf>bnd and nro bnd 
wai JiKt, and tlx niltlvalor^ n* umod llio npht to nltirato 
witltoul inrrra*o of rrnt an niixh upland a* ifxy clio*® In tlin 
ftlMxnco of rio* Undu llic Ixit nplin«U wcrr ditddwl into p-jrwi 
Tliero rra5 no fwtnclwn ot« tlx nnmlxr of porvu m n nlb;:’o 
Tlic pariat often differed prratly iii tiro and valor bot tlio 
rent pajaMc in re«ixcl of all of tlirgn nan identical Bom©- 
limen the parwi vrerc ^mlMljvided into pairas and onraii and 
a frartion of o paria xran often taken in order to obtam the 
right to cultivate on indeftnito urea of the villago upland 
Tito pana earned with it (he nght of reclamation nnd to a 
uliaro of tlx mahua Ircea of tlw village Tito patltdan ajstem 
of Ton pargana rva*i very oinitlar nnd ro woro llio chhallua 
and jilen Byateina of Tori ond Mahuadanr 

The lantftt eystem in roifttnftQ wrote Colonel 
Dalton ji ewentlally different from tho panfadarce 
A village b divided into 10 fdiarca or kanirai a lump mm u 
aittcsjicd on llw ontiro village ond thia U paid by tlio mlyatB 
rtefording to tlto number of lOiarea or proportion of a Bbaro held 
by each A eharo inclodos n proportion of all kinds of land 
ond also of jnnglo and moliwa and mango frees Tina 
system was found intact In only a few villages at tbo time of 
settlement 
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The utia\aT system was the system of assessing units of 
land to rent by classification the term was most commonly 
applied to the assessment to rent of lands not mcluded m the 
cultivator’s paria, and was used also by landlords who 
attempted to assess a separate rent on upland cultivation 

According to the hartaki, or liara\ka, system rent was 
paid accordmg to the number of ploughs in the cultivator’s 
possession The system was only in force in very backward 
areas 

f 

The kthit system was found in Untan By it blocks of 
land were settled with cultivators on a lump rental 

The result of the settlement of 1913-20 has heen that all 
these indigenous systems have been superseded Each plot 
has now been classified and rent at an appropriate rate assigned 
to it No question raised greater trouble and difficulty at the 
settlement than this matter of rents, and a controversy 
occurred as to whether there was a case for settling fair rents 
and what rates of rent were fair It w^as generally admitted 
that previous to the settlement the tenancy law was a dead 
letter in the district and that rents had been illegally enhanced 
on all sides indeed the decision that a settlement should be 
made in the district was itself the occasion of a further . 

widespread and illegal enhancement It is unnecessary to 
relate m detail the differing rnew's that were expressed on this 
subject it IS sufficient to refer to chapters IX and X of the 
Settlement Beport of the'district and to record that Govern- 
moiit eventually accepted the view that the rents claimed were 
dispropo) tionate to the capabilities of the land and that they 
must be lirought into a reasonable relation to the gross 
produce In consequence, tbo settlement eventually led to 
n general reduction of rents, in the Goiornmcnt estate as well 
as m the Milages owmed by prnate proprietois It was not 
until after the settlement had been m progicss for some two 
\ears tluit Go\ernment decided that a general sctllement of 
fan rents was required, and a notification was issued to that 
efiiH t m resjicct of all areas of which the rent had not at that 
time heim attested, \iz , to three qimilcrs of tlie district. In 
icg.ud to (he lomammg quarter that had already been attested, 
the I'lndlouE on tlie one hand and the Ucpiit\ ComTniS'’ioner 
on hidialf tif (he laijats on the other \scro niMted to 4 ip/)!,\ 
for a reductum of rent-, in an> ca^e m which they were dis- 
I (((‘■fted wnli the attested rents The general princijile that 
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mn follnwft! in <!»»* pnr3l<^ c^lotr^ tnji tijat l)io otlc*tM 

rmila not K* rMnrTf! onlf*^ iliov cxrre<ic<l onMiurti 

of tlw* tT»lun of tlH' irm * frcHluo' nnt! that tlierc fljonll \to 
A hmll to tlw*tr cnlianrrmrnl of 20 prr crnt of tlir frroM 
pn>i!arc or V) prr rrnt of tiio rent ollc5tr<l tvhfHn'vcr 
yxtn Aflrr a fArirn of rrojt-cutlmn ciprnm^'nu 

furihrr limilatnHH baT^l cm llw proJurljro jiowrni 

of tlw' land vtcrr proprt»rd on*l nrcrjtM ond Oir followm^ 
ralo* tterr •rrrptH a« t!»r' hiaTitnttm and niintqinm «(<*(* of 
rrnt for rarli rh«« of hnd T1 h» maxiinDiit rat<^ tvcrr adopts 
n Ih*' rqtn\^t**nt of 20 |*rr rrnt of Ihi' Iiiflir^l avrrajjc 
otittnm of (hr Ik- 1 fir!!« of (hr rli*-* o\rr a rrrir^ of vrarn 
and (h^* ininirnum nto^ wrrr adoptrO b« brin;* llw oqqitalrnl 
of 20 |vr ornl of (Irr norma! otiKum of (hr won't firld« under 
mmiUr roudillcm* 1 or Iho aaVr of rompanwin tlw» mirr^ 
pondm;; miTimam and mtniinum ntr* nf trn!« m Haxantiapl) 
and lUnrbi are a!<» ptm m (hr fnllowm;; alatrmrnt — 



Allboogh tlw Palamau raten am markedly in oxcc*a of 
(hoso of llaaanlmgh and lUnclU (Ito settlement of rontn on 
tliifl bans m six typical pnratciv owned Tillages led to 
a redaction from lls 2 dGO-lC-O to Rs 1 7H 9-8 and tho total 
attested rents were redaeed on tlio whole by O'? per cent 

An exception to the above maximam and mlniraam rates In 
•was allowod in tho case of Maliuadanr vrliorc tho general pitch M»batd»ar 
of rpota was below that In other parts of the district Uero 











tlie laudlordfl applied for cnhanccinenl-s and eiilianccinenls 
weio allowed, which amounted to 17 57 per cent of the attested 
rents, up to the followang maxima . — 
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In tho Go^clnmcnt Estate the icnts assessed hy 

Qovommont Mr Sunder in 1896 had been increased in the interval to the 
Estate extent of 17-\ per cent , chiefly on account of the assessment 
of new cultivation of upland which m most cnses lepresented 
exchanges of fields Nc\orlhcless the a\eiage of the rents so 
enhanced represented approximate!}' only 12 per cent of the 
gross produce It was decided that the value of 12^- per cent 
of tho gross produce should be taken as the general standard 
of fail rent for each class of land , that maximum and 
minimum rates should be fixed above and below tins standard , 
and that no rent should be allowed to exceed the maximum 
or fall short of the minimum The lates w'ere as follows — 
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The net result of the application of these rates was to 
reduce the rent roll of the estate by Us 6,495 a year The 
total of the finally settled lents amounted to Es 78,333 this 
sum does not however include the rents of the inban area of 
Ealtongan] town which was not included in the scope of the 
settlement 
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The system of produce rents known as bhmlt was, and 
still IB to some extent, common m Japla and Belaunja 
Parganas where the .distnct adjoms south JBihar. The 
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diBinlmlwn of iho crop llio rcMirolionR 

below h nearK nlwnjj* lialf nnil Imlf l>otwccn Landlord and 

tenant Tv\t) wtem# pmad for lUrjdin;: tlx' rrop 

1 /Jfliaf or AdUbatai By Ibis nystem the crop Is 
actuobj divided on the tlircslihiR floor fltcat vifplance is 
roqinrod on llio landlord « part and wnteb Is brpl day nnd 
nlpld to rnroro that he is not defrauded of ony pari of Ids 
sliare Before tho crop is actualh divided into two lialves 
certnin dedodfonH nrp miule Ono tenth part of llio 
undivided pro's prodaco is ollowtal to the tenant for lalxiur 
(fmnA dr if he has ntrcndv nppropnaled one bundle out of 
every 21 bundles for this purpov' on llie field Ih> pets nn 
fitlowonre of fi inslend of 10 per cent The tenant pets 
nnotiter 5 per cent for tmtdnnp the rrop (ojiror^ and Ive pets 
01*^1 Irrespedive of the amount of ltw> crop nn ollomineo for 
each plouph and f< r pajinp tlie does of the nllapo carpenter 
and blarlc^mith Ho i4 also entitltsl to take tlie husks and 
sinvr Bol he pars his share of the road ren out of his sfmti 
of the crop after divifjon 

2 BjfwlKindi Bv this ijidcm tl>e crop is appraised 
le the outturn Is cdiinated in the field ulien tlic crop is 
standing rcadv to tw cut by a shodlur or appraiser After 
Ihj Ilia made his estimate a vlIUpo pnnrheyet is nppoinled 
partly by the landlord and partly by the miyafi the membert 
of <^ich visit tlw land nccompnnied by a loUimora or 
measurer and bv tho paftmn or rilbpo accountant or some 
other wnter They par* from field to field mcasunnp and 
cstimatlnp tlie crops tho po/*rflrf rocor d mp opponte each 
tenant a name tlio amount or weipht of pram ertimated nrtd 
tho share Iw lias to pay to tlio landlord or person entitled to 
tho rent all viHnpo does winch by custom ore pa^'tblo by 
both psriies bcinp dedocted from the quantity estimated 
If no aprecmcnl is como to the tenant cuts a ccrUm area 
v.hcrQ (ho crop is poorest and llio landlord wlicro it is best 
the prodaco of both plots js then measured and tho axerape 
Urns dctormlncd is accepted If however tho dispute cannot 
bo settled oTcn so ihe tenant is cniitlod as a last resort to 
an octual division of tlio crop For tho dues which ore 
actually paid b> the tenant he receive* an ahowanco from tho 
undivided crop of 20 por cent (stiicaOifor Itboor (bant) and 
watching (a^ioar) for pram mi«d with dust (fan) and tho 
wages of tho Tillage carpenter and bheksmith h© ;ge]^ 
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another 4 pet cent (dusra shtkast) for field boundaries and 
uncultivated portions included m the estimated area of the 
field. Thus the tenant eventually pays the landlord half of 76, 
or 88 per cent , of the gross crop After the whole appraise- 
ment has been completed, each tenant is furnished with an 
abstract, called utara, showing exactly how much gram he has 
to dehver, and when the crop is harvested he has to make over 
that amount or its equivalent m cash to the landlord If the 
tenant pays in cash he is Supposed to pay at local rates, but 
the landlords frequently demand to be paid at market rates 
which are much higher Where there is no cotlusion the 
estimates are pretty accurate , but sometimes the members, 
of the panchayet have a private understanding with the tenants 
and very frequently they are the paid creatures of the landlord, 
BO that the workmg of the system furnishes many opportumties 
for fraud Sometimes moreover an oppressive landlord will 
insist on the crop rotting m the field if the tenant does not 
accept the appraisement he desires It is true that the tenant 
by customary right may take the crop, but he knows that if he 
does he will b^ sued for an impossible rent, probably calculated 
on a very high average for a senes of good years 

The effect of the settlement Was to encourage the tenanfs 
to apply for commutation of their produce rents to cash rents ; 
over 1,600 such cases were disposed of by the settlement 
officers and numerous apphcations have since been made to 
the Deputy Commissioner The cash rents were ordmanly 
fixed by the settlement officers at the mean between the 
prevailing rate of cash rents and the value of the produce rent 
paid to the landlord, accordmg to the landlord’s books, if they 
could be obtamed and were thought rehable, otherwise accord- 
ing to calculation', but if this mean exceeded the maximum 
rate allowed at the fair rent settlement, the rent was reduced 
to that figure. 

Certain figures are available in the settlement and census 
reports which throw some hght on the resources of the 
agricultural portion, or 80 per cent , of the population Of 
the totalnce land of the district (178,164 acres), the landlords 
hold 80 per cent and the tenants 70 per cent (settled and . 
occupancy raiyats 66 6 and other raiyats 2 6 per cent ) Of 
the total upland of the district (695,411 acres), the landlords 
hold 21 8 per cent and the tenants hold 78 2 per cent (settled 
and occupancy raiyats 76 3 and other raiyats 2-9 per cent ) 
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Tho offiicoltaral fwiralalion indades rooghly tho groopa 
doacrJbod in tlw c<7inis toblfs oa rent rwnrers rent paycn 
6eld blxmrcrs and aim a coniudorablo portion of general 
laboorcrs Tlio general labourer Korka as on agricultoral 
Ubotirer wlicn so required and ol other limes looks for 
mukilled laboor el^liero this la proted by tlio fact that 
general conlracloro find difncoHy In attroeliDg laboor when 
H is required In llw fields It Is thereforo in many cases a 
matter of clmnco in which census group a labourer firuls 
Idtnself In tho aettlcment report a calculation is made which 
assigns tlw landlords share of Uw piodoco of the fields to tbo 
landlords and tlwir dependants alone, and tlra tenants share 
to tho rest of the agricultural population But this raetliod 
does not allow for tbe fact that Uie greater part of tho labbunog 
population is malutainod oat of tho landlorda eharo of tho 
pr^uce It would appear to ho more aatisfaotory to assign tbs | 
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tenants’ share of the produce to the tenants, who do most 
of their own work, and their dependants, and to treat the 
balance of the produce as what is available for the landlords 
and the laboureis Proceeding m this manner we find that 
there is a total population of 420,150 to be maintained each 
year on Es 40 J lakhs, from 168,784 holdings each contaimng 
on the average 0 71 acres of rice land and 3 17 acres of upland 
The sum available per head of this population is therefore 
sometlung between Es 0 and 10 a year For the rest of the 
population, r e , the landlords phis the labouiers, who together • 
amount to less than half the number of cultivatois, a sum of 
Es 26} lakhs is available annually there is nothing to be 
gained by sinking an average for an aggiegation which 
contains individuals maintaining such diveigent standards 
of living as the landloids and the laboureis Ei making these 
calculations it must be remembered that no allowance is made 
for income derived by agricultuiists from sources other than 
agiiculture, which m this district are particularly important 
At the census made in 1921 it w'as found that 41,000 persons 
were cultivating lac on approximately 1^ million trees, nearly 
all palas the cultivation of lac is m fact, if less intensive, far 
more extensive than m any other district in the province, and 
the lac crop is probably rather more valuable than the produce 
of the fields Agam, jungle fruits and edible roots are available 
here to an extent to which they are not m'most other districts 
The calculations above must therefore not be taken to mean 
too much A more dnect and rehable indication of the 
poverty of the cultivators of the distiict is to be found in the 
fact that though there is no reason to suppose that the soil 
of Palaman is specially rich, rather the contrary, the general 
pitch of rents, m spite of the reduction effected by the 
settlement, is still twice as high as in Eanchi or Hazanbagh, 
as is shown by the figures at the begmnmg of this chapter It 
usedi formerly to be argued that, there was a competition 
amongst the landlords for tenants and tjiat the necessary 
consequence of this competition must be that the tenants 
were secured from oppression This fallacy has now been 
exploded. The competition, such as it was, was not for 
tenants but for agricultural labourers, and the conditions 
necessary to a free competition which might have been> 
beneficial to the labourers if the demand for them exceeded 
the supply, were not present for the labouiers were not at 
bheri^ to move freely about and work for the’ highest bidder. 
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TIh* n>-opi*iali\r* inoirtnrnl txlijrli trill to Jimiifli'Cnonx* 
capinl f rr *«H*li in»|*rTiVrliirnU i*> *(ill in il*. infanrt Tlirnte won 
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nln*n Tliltur IIlKila Salli Sinlii Itcfin lo or|.nnirr ftooirtlr* fn 
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norkin;: cnjulal of iIm* Innk in notv doul Ic uhal it n‘a* dirii 
and loin* 1 li\i* Ikx-ij mvli* to 07 Ktrlclirn m ll>o vilb^ca at 
dm uttjal ralo of 12] l*or <y*nt por aimuin Tlw* Kmctir* 
arr iftoni nninmonji in tlir nrl/’lilHMirliood of KitJmr Lcdi 
panj Radnnra wid I'anki a few: ore alw m rxlitonct near 
I)illon;;anj and ridiallarpur TIic meinlK-ni ninniicr belwwni 
2 000 and TOGO It i* niitlnpilH that a number of ollter ^ 

•ocirties will uliortly be opened 

Anollicr fador tlml will In duo courno help to free tbe 
population from (be IjTannj of clrcnmatnnco by ffiidnff them 
greater frccilom of ntoicinciit la Ibo development of tbo road 
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system, the starting of motor-bus services, and the construc- 
tion of the new coalfields lailway All these developments 
have occuried in the last few years and their effects have yet 
to be seen But it may safely be said that the prospects of 
the cultivatoi aie biightei than they have been before 

If a lehable census could he taken of the indebtedness 
of the district, it would piobably be found that the total cash 
debt was less than in most oth^i * disti icts The reason foi 
this would bo not the solvency of the cultivatmg classes, but 
then poveity and backwardness, which causes them to contract 
debts usually on a small scale and often in kmd The huha , 
system, by which cattle aie lined for the cultivatmg season 
and paid for m kind, is explained at the end of chapter VI 
It IS also a common practice to borrow seed froju the landlord 
or maliaian and repay it twofold when the crop is reaped 
The fact +hat cash debts are usually on a small scale does not 
mean that they are quickly or easily lepaid the borrower 
escapes no more easily than he does elsewhere The end of 
the rake’s piogress is the kmmmitt bond descnbed below 

The oidmary custom with legard to tiees m the district 
IS that trees standing qp a raiyat’s holding and* sown, planted, 
or nurtured by him oi his ancestois are the raiyat’s property 
Such tiees aie generally called atrop Trees standing on a 
raiyat’s holding but not sown, planted, or nmtuied by him, 
or his ancestors, aie the landlord’s pioperty the timber 
belongs to him, but the disposal of the fniit is legulated by 
custom, and if the fruit of a fimt-beainig tie'e belongs by 
custom to any peison othei than the landlord, the landloid 
m^y not cut it down till it witheis In the Goveinmeiit 
Estate the produce of all tiees m the raiyat’s holding has now 
been definitely assigned to lum free of charge Trees standing 
outside the tenants’ holdings can be leased, and this is 
commonly done m the case of mahua tiees, lac-beamig tiees, 
catechu trees, and (formerly) trees for leaimg silk-woims 
The rents of these trees aie controlled by local custom 

In some 1,600 villages malma trees are held on a con- 
solidated rent with the tenants’ holdings in fixing the fair 
rents of the holdmgs the settlement officers allowed one anna 
a year for each mahua, that being the rate that was found 
to be most generally levied In 450 villages the tenants pay 
separate rents for the mahuas, and in 350 villages they hold 
them fiee of rent The tendency is for the free use of the 
VXahuas by the tenants fo b^coipe more and more restricted. 
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of the outtiun, the mattci is settled by ciop-cuttmg experi- 
ments Tlie ariaiigements made by the othei landlords also 
aie geneially on these lines 

The laiidloids also deiive income fiom the Idiair tiees m 
then jungles which aie cut foi the mannfactuie of Icaih oi 
catechu, as desenbed in ch.iplci IX The jungles aie leased 
to contiactois wdio aie, oi wdio employ, Mallahs to cut the 
tiees and manufactine the Kaili The lent is fixed at so much 
pel chaiii oi jai , tlie usual late in the foiests settled by 
Goveinment being fiom Ks 25 to JIs 35, though much higher ‘ 
puces w’eie obtained m 1922 

The night of glowing silk (koa) m the Government 
Estate was foirneily leased foi large sums Nowadays the 
lent IS negligible, between Es 500 and Es 200 a year, 
collected m only two villages Eent is charged at the rate 
of Es 8 pel hasua oi sickle, the implement used by the man 
who leais the woims on a gioup of 10 oi 12 tiees 

The lates of wages have lecently inci eased m the district, 
partly owing to the getieial use m the cost of Inung that has 
occuiied tlnoughout India and partly owing to the develop- 
ment of lac cultivation and the construction of the coalfields 
railway Eouiid Husamabad also w^ages have been raised 
by the demand for labour m the cement factory Unskilled 
labourers dh the railway are now^adays getting fiom .8 to 12 
annas a day, and the District Board has to give from 6 to 10 
annas The oidmaiy skilled workmen, such as carpenters 
and blacksmiths get anything from 12 annas to a rupee The 
village servants aie how^evei still paid m kind, and so generally 
are ploughmen who receive grain to the value of about 
6 annas a day and a little sattu In the case of agricultural 
labour however the competrtion loi labour is not fiee, as the 
landlord generally controls the labour he requires through 
the kamiauii system, which at its worst is httle bettei than 
slavery, or the began system 

Infoimatron was collected wuth regard to kammuti at the 
time of the settlement It w^as then established that the 
system is common throughout the district except m Chhech- 
haii The cases of 10,472 kannas over three-quai teis of the 
district weie examined, and it was estimated that the kamia 
population of the whole district, mcludmg dependents, 
amounted to CO ,000 The kamias were usually Bhuiyas, 



nirvre, uAct:8, asd i ntcxs 


133 


Cliannrn Knhnr* orPuKj^ltn and thc\ ncrc iiMiallv cmp!o}cd 
b\ pcttv Iaml!nrd< nlKW’ frrvico nntiinll) mnro owwiin;; 
than lliat of mn tcr» in more nfllupnl mrotn'tnnrc^ Out 
of I fxio cavc^ of /vuntwjf rxaminrd it nm^ found lint romc Ino- 
had cntcrrtl into tlinr n^ornicnl* in llio InM ten >eflni 
one quarter Iteineen 10 ancl iO ntid one |i ntli I>ctneen 20 ond 
TO \ear* prr\ion!»l\ Out of onotlier j.roup of WA oLfn 
cxaininnl it \\a^ found tint lt\o lliirdi werr the mob of 
AumiJ* T1»e*e fljnirc^ fklumcd lliai the oMipitinn onre entere*! 
int4» wax iitore often than not pa*«etl on to the onpiuil iomiu * 
eluMnui oinl tint lahourrn» uerr Mill ctmMaiill} lieinp dmnn 
to thn preranoux fonn of h\chh*>od 

Tlte lamjfiuh Ixuid ix frrnemlh rsci'^led In tlie fir>l 
in lani-o wlirn Kime |»oor man rcqmrex ra"h for n wrddinf; 
or a funeral or for llic pavmeni of rent or even for iIm? 
purclu'K! of food when tietir» an had \ Inmd la llien optH?d 
iijvin whirh !*• ii oath redured to wntinp hut not rrsi^terwl 
Tlie Itommer undortnlt ■« to hUwir for the lender m be nmv 
require until tlie onpinal knii ia repaid m rn h lie iixuall) 
retwcj* a hou*e rent free ond alaiut one-+ixth of on acre 
of fxin land and pix dilv a ftnall ana of nee land called 
paUtath in odditwii He la to Itr mnuneraleil for hm labour 
on tlio da>a on wlueli he pnei a full da\ a work h\ 2 or *1 
Adc/ic/w ecera of whatever foal pram the moater mav find it 
con\cnicnt to pive at liarvext lime he rcecnea ono ont of 
c\cr^ 2Uor lOl hundlea he rrapx which ainounta to about ID 
kachcha peers in 2 davs On the o\ernj,c be i« hkclv to work 
on 2 out of 1 daja in the jear llm own remuneration is 
aupidemented by leax liberal rowanls to hia dependants for 
doing part time jolw wlien required It la clear that at this 
rate tlie kavtia can nc^cr hope to wi\e enougli moncj to pay 
off hia onpnal debt even if other difficulties were not thrown 
in Ids waj On«-o a Anmfa alwaj-a a lomia and tlie fatlicr of 
unless Iks can somehow eroipo or dmappear willioul 
f<i>ing Ills debt 

Tins ujwlml of tltc report containing this information and 
of eiimlrtr reforts from other diatnets was tho Bihar and 
Oniwa Kaniinutl AgreomentR Act of 1920 which declared tliat 
auth Rgroements were \*oid — 

(1) unless tlio full terms of tho agreement u-oro expres- 

sed m a stamped document 

(2) unless tho kamta was given a copj of this docu 

ment, 
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(.'J) if ilic jxMiod of llio n;^)c('tiiciit oxceodcd or could 
po'iMbl} c\cccd one >cmi , 

(J) uulp''S llic hauiin’f, Imbilih was coinplclcly o\fin- 
ffui-slu'd on Ibe of (he (erm of (be agiee- 

incnt , 

(.■j) unless the haiinn'f: icinuneialion iindci (lie n"rcc- 
iiK'ut was fan and equitable 

'I’lus Act has nol pro\od oflcftne in supj)ressnie the abuse, 
'J’hc haniKts aie now <. tiled hitrvni^, but Ibe s\stem is still in 
oMstenee ^J’bc hinntas .no too lenoiant and imjuovidenl to 
tipdit tbeii nun battle if Ibey '•bow Mens of itrdcjicndcnce 
tboy arc turned out of then b()U‘'e'> . and tins is a contingency 
that tlioj will not fate. So tbc inatlei rests at tbo picscnt 
tunc 

•J’lic system of foHcd labour, oi lirifiirt, wbieli is taken 
fioin tbc wiynls, bas tbcoielieall> been abobsbed by tbe 
settlement ail picdial servaes, tbe rendenng of wlncli was 
a condition of tbe tcnanc\ , wcio (ben eommuied into small 
additions to tbc tenants’ rents To tins day Pnlaman is 
icmovcd but a few steps from feudalism Tbe origin of most 
of tbc estates in Palamau was jieisonal sen ice ;ar/!r? were 
given on condition (bat tbc jagirrlar wutb his followers 
rendered peisonal scnicc when required Similarly tbe 
jagirdars expected tbc cnltnatois of (lie land included in tbeir 
pgirs to give them tbeir pcisonnl sen ice when lequiied In 
leccnt times tins peisonal sonace bas taken tbo form of work 
m tbe fields, and tbo predominance of tbe Inndloids meant in 
practice that they bad tbe fust claim on tbeir tenants’ time 
and that tbe most favourable occasions were utilized m 
ploughing, Bow’ing, oi reaping not tbc tenants’ but tbe land- 
lords’ fields, gieatly to tbe tenants’ detiiment Legally speak- 
ing, all this foiced laboui oi hcqari bas now^ been abolished, 
but it w'ould be idle to pietend that the tenants tbiougb- 
out the distiict have yet risen to tbe full measure of tbeir new 
bbeities oi that began is no longei taken Few' of tbe culti- 
vatois can lead tbe lecoid-of-iigbts, and they have all been 
accustomed from tbeir youth up to legaid began as part of tbe 
natural oidei of things Tiaditions do not die in a day, and 
some years must elapse befoie the name of began is no moie 
heard in Palamau 

In Table IV at tbe end of tins volume ai e given the retail 
puces of ceitain common ai tides of consumption foi tbe 
12 years fiom 1912 to 1923, which cover tbe war period of 
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nrvre, AKDrnims 

lOU Ifl anti Dm ppno,l of rrftmO in lOlMO Tim are 
plven for Die firpi fortntpht of Jnnunrj wlmn ntm Ifl nt i(fl 
clmajmfll niter tlm Kmotiiv *>f winter and for the 

firflt forimphl of Jul\ when nre In irm^t rarco before tlie 
respinR of Dm nntainn rmp In Dm fiml r<lilmn of thifl 
QflreDeer tbe nvo in Dm prmo of nro fliiicr Dm formation of 
the (li«lnr! wafl DIoDraletl bv Dm fi^irefl piven m tlm mnnnn 
ATmp-Mwi.fK^r^rr^r- 'Hm Mnrili pnrrfl of rirc 

f M «f Mm Ii jj nntefl ore 

T^,. «.i.. l.ipWr llisn llir Jnmmrr 

‘ _ inircfl nnil lower tlmn 

^ D»o«< of JnU Tlio 

l»?i I) k HI. - 

ifv «. la 7 HI fiijuriH for maire nre 

1>3I It fl n reprt.luro.1 nlonRflMe n* 

ilic« nre Die l«o mot im|>orlAnt ninple foodi of the 
ibfltnrl Tim pnrr of nre kIiowa a nw of 
Touslilv IDO jmr cent llm pmo! Tim uloady nfle in 

pnro WTH trinjioninlr affrctnl dunnif tlm bfll drrado by Dm 
r<**lnrtinn of lmn«porl durin? Dm w»r wlnrli rr^ullrd m Dm 
nrctnmilatinu of rtorkn m tlm dlfltnrt and a fall in prim in 
1917 ami lOlfi and mbvqurntlj opiiii liv Dm failorc of Die 
mln« hi 101ft uliirli re ultnl In a fliiarp nv of pnre in 1010 
earned over Into 1020 With maire on tlio other IianJ tlmre 
Imd been a tendency to a foil In pnee In January 1012 
a rupee conM |Hirrlm«e oa rnueb a-* 27 imeni Moire wwa atill 
cbnj) m 1018 but imce Dmn Dm priim has approximatrl) 
donhlcNl T lie pnm of other ortnlei* i*iirli cotton cjolb 
aalt and kcm«rno oil lia\c Imen goxeninl bj rimiiimtaiiccfi 
minnion to the \\ho!e of India Ball iMToum \cr\ dear a1 oiio 
F^n;ie of tlm war onin„ (o tlie realnction of ItR import from 
rn^jland and flprrulntion m Dm products of Dm Indian Fourrea 
oDion\iflO %‘^natmn» In itfl price liA\e resulted chiclly from 
variations m Dio fciU tax Oencmily npcakmfj tbo coat of 
Ii\Tng baa greatly increaflod In ralamaa an elsewhero in India 
m recent years 
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CHAPTER IX. 


OCCUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES, AND TRADE. 


The maiginal statement shows the distiibution of the 
inhabitants of the distiict by occupation according to ^he 

Per cent census (Table 

of 

population 


Nnmber 
(Woikerg and 
dependants ) 


Agrionltnre 
Industry 
Commeroo 
Professions 
Other occupations 


524,076 

47,163 

30,063 

4,265 

126,927 


71 6 
64 
41 
0 6 
17 3 


X^rri), which IS the 
most convenient 
hame-wo^k into 
which to fit the con- 
tents of this chaptei 


1 Agriculture 

The piedominant inteiest is of course agiicultuie Of the 
pel sons lecorded as so employed the great ei mimbei (420,160) 
aie oidinary cultivatois, of whom 130,983 are male woikers 
and 76,122 female woikeis, wdiile 213,045 persons of both 
sexes aie dependants 4,664 persons live cm rent derived fiom 
agricultuial land, and 98,447 are field labourers Another 
98,611 “ labourers and woikmen otheiw'se unspecified ” aie 
mostly engaged in agiicultuie fiom time to time m addition 
to then othei foims of work , if they also were treated as agn- 
cultuiists, the piopoition of tlie population suppoited by 
agiicultuie would use fiom 71 6 to lathei ovei 83 pei cent 
Tiiither it must be lemembeied that theie aie few piofessional 
or business men of the uppei and middle classes living m the 
district who do not own some land If allowance is made for 
these factors, it will be found that hardly 10 pei cent of the 
population leraam who have no direct interest in agnculture 


2 Industry 

The second heading extends to all persons supported by 
mdustiy, 47,163 in number It includes 6,274 persons sup- 
ported by the weanng of cotton and 1,300 pei sons by the 
weaving of wool A census of looms made at the same time 
as the census of the population showed that there were m 
work 3,659 looms for weaving cotton and 264 for w'caving 
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xrr»o! Tltc'/* loomu nrr nil liniicl loonin of pntnilivf dcMpn 
tho fl\ jIjuIiIo onl\ ImWn;; inml* n/*|>i iranro nl Iho on 
(ichool nt Mnlnndnnr Tlio no'll \\i mncr m dour !i\ (fio 
Oaicn flirpiK'nl »4‘'to Tlir Innd rlotlt nlmh tlitiii;^h 

cain^e* is danildr in* f^n nninn^d tlir ilmn^ruial ond 
M*mi-abon^inaI tnlfc« in tho inrtt reiiiolo from ihr nilwos 
Indu»(nc< of drr^** inrtiidiit;* mlon* ^I> r inalrr^ 
tra*Ji(*nnpn nnd |i3tl>crT' nrrrmiil for m jrl\ JO OiVi |k 
\ rnnufvdnivn» of xo^jrlaldr oiU nitnilirr o|ijrmxhnsf 1\ • (^f) 
carpenter* 1 OOO ond bvki I inal^er-« tir'd iron worker* 
J fidO potter* 4 norkent of ireeniK ^tnne* nnd nuirti* 
2 TrOO Tire Imnnorkir* oro iiimiK tin otnlinarr Mlln;,c 
librl(*nni)i'< but iron ore u fontid in tl>e k utli u)ir t ii hm.*! 
to Ik* rinelb*!! I»\ tlio Af.anai* In 10 funnre* niro 
IkHii;; worked in the jiaf^atn of 1 ibn on TIjo billouinp 
aectrant* nf lid* |nnml»\o ond pncli'-all) extinct ineiliod 
of limelUn^ is rcpnxla ed n* UinR of fotnc nnlirjuanan inicrcsl 
Tlio /umnee# of llw At*arii'* are tentroDv irertcd un Icr 
Mme old (onunnd or otiicr *liad\ tree on tlic out Virift of a 
vilUge or under rliod* in a hamlet trliero onl\ A^^aru* dwell 
and wineli ii fn(nate<I in emnement itruxinnix to tiu ore or to 
llw janglo where (Ikj Hmrrual t* prriinrid Tlio fomneca arc 
bnilt of mud and aro about I feet l»lf,h tapenng from bclovr 
upwards from a diameter of nllier more tlian 2 fi'ci ot bara 
to 16 inches at top with an internal diameter of about G 
indies, tho hearth being soinouliat wider Supposing tho 
Agans and Ids famil) to liavo collocled tho rimrccml oiid 
oro the latter lias to ho prepared before being pbeed in tho 
furaaco Tlireo >* 81 ^ 0 ( 10 * of oro nro recognized viz bolt 
i 0 tnagnitilo hip i 0 macinatilcs from coal measures and 
dherJiur io haematites from latcntc BaU is first broken 
up into small fmguicnts by pounding, and is then reduced 
to a fiuo powder between a pair of mill stones Tho 
haomatito (&i;i and dherJiur) U is not usual to submit to any 
other preliminary treatment besides pounding 

A bod of charcoal ha^^ng been placed in tho hearth tho 
foimce is filled with charcoal and Ihon fired Tho dranght is 
produced by tho usual pair of kottle-drum liko bellows, winch 
aro worked by tho feet tho hcols of tho operator acting as 
stoppers to tho valves Tho blast is conveyed to tho furnace 
BiU Urmoin of tkt Oeologioal Burvey of India Vob XVj 


Two 

uocltla; 
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by a pan of bamboo twveis, and has to be kept up steadily 
without intei mission for fiom six to eight houis Fiom time 
to time oie and fuel aie spnnkled on the toji of the file, the 
piopoitions used not being measuied, but piobably the opeia- 
tois aie guided by experience as to the quantities of each 
which pioduce the best lesults Fiom time to time the slag 
IS tapped off by a hole pieiced a few inches from the top of 
the health Ten minutes bcfoie the conclusion of the 
process, the bellow^s are worked with extia vigour and the 
supply of oie and fuel fiom aboAe is stojiped The clay 
luting of the hearth is then bioken down, and the ball oi gtri, 
consisting of semi-molten non slag and chaicoal, is taken out 
and immediately hammeicd, by which a tonsideiable poilion 
of the included slag, which is still m a state of fusion, is 
squeezed out •" 

“ In some cases the Agaiias continue the fuither piocess, 
until after various leheatmgs m open furnaces and hamineiings, 
they produce clean iron fit foi market , oi even at times they 
woik it up themselves into suitable utensils Not unfie- 
quently, how^evei, the Agaiias’ woik ceases with the pioduction 
of the gin, wdiich passes into the hands of the Lohais Four 
annas is a common puce paid foi an oidmary sized gm, and as 
but tw'o of these can be made in a very liaid day’s w'oik of 
]5 houis’ dination, and a consideiable time has also to bo 
spent on the prepaiation of oie and charcoal, the piofits aie 
small The fact is that, although the actual puce w’hich the 
iron fetches in the maiket is high, the piofits made by the 
mahajans and the immense dispiopoition bctw'een the time 
and labom expended and the oullnin, both combine to Ic.nc 
the unfoitunate Agaiia m a miseiablc state of poieity ” 
The iron used to be made into axc“', plough-shale‘s, well- 
buckets, and othei agucultural implements, and also into guns, 
which wore sold according to the length of the ban el at 
]^c 1 a sjian the best guns used to be made at Jlcihanj and 
Faltonganj, but this mdiistiy is now dead 

When the ten^-UH was taken, eoal-mmmg siijipoited 
lathei under 400 persons At that time the Jxajhara colheiy 
was clo'^ing down and work had not begun in the Tfutai fa Id, 
fto that the industry was at its lowest ebb It is Iiowe\er 
bound to dexclup lot the foilticld^ of J’llamau aie e\tetiM\e 
and the n< V r.ulvac will mul,e them atce aide homo 
account of thsir giologj will be foniid »n chapter f. 
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Ttio totel area of Uie Kvcallcd DaKonpanj coalficH 1 b p^ltcni^J 
nrarlv 000 »;-^nnro but the worHb’o coal bcannp rocks walficlu 

o(.'Cup\ n ren much smnlhr area Th^r^* ore one or two 
rmall open fits near the \ninno( from whieh can! cut and 
railed owav for local a e on parmeni of o small rovnlty 
per cart to the bndlwMcra but the onlv importnnt mine in 
the field Ins been 1 Ik> najlinm colliery of tlie Iknpnl Coal 
Companv uhieh wtvs tlie rompanj a first colliery and whieJi 
has Itcen open sinre 1B17 Jn lflj7 the works were oltrvrke<l 
and dr*troNcO l*\ the rclK'ls nnd systematic minim: wan not 
resnmrd till the raih«iy reaehM (he field in 1001 In the 
intcnal small quantities of coal IukI I»cen oitracted for uso at 
the im^atton works at Ihhri and for consumption in the 
nei;;hl>QUrlK>oil When the eolhen nrns in full work in latter 
vears the output ros to W»<V>0 Ions in 1015 during which 
year nn anert^e hl*onr force of P m men women and children 
was emphnc'l The colliery wan eventnsllr aliandoned 
l>ccnuw' the extraction of more roa) could onlv Iwvc been 
effected at q di«pnipor1ionate cost nnd I>ecan*e the cnmpan> 
were faee<l with (be expenditure involveil in devpinpfnp llw 
Hatnr field of an important area of whidi (he> Imd taken 
a lca«e \t (he time of wnlinc no -mo! hut onl> fire^Iav 

beinff extracted at Tbjliara the nunil>er of |«crsons lo 
employed l>eiiif: between 50 and 100 Over 5 000 tons of 
firecla\ were produced in 1023 

TI e Ilutar conlficld winch extends over an area of HoUr «•! 
nearly 79 square miles he* (o (he south of Daltom^anJ and 
west of the Auranpa nver ami is traversed by the Koll flowing 
from poutli to north He^rinlinfr the qunntllv and quality of 
the coal in this field "Nfr Ball wrote a* follow* — The coal 
meagre rocks of this area prcsint manj atriking difference* 
from tlioso of Iho Auranga field To this rule tlia cool ii no 
exception a* will at onco bo apparent by a comparison of 
an ajs From the Dallonganj coal that of Ilular differs in 
containing n iiotniily Bmallor proportion (715 per cent) of 
fixed enriwn nnd would Ihercforo Imvt, a less heating power 
The proportwn of osh 107 per cent 1* the same in botli 
On IIjo vholc howcN'cr tho Hntar coni ia quite equal to the 
nveragt of Tndmn coals so for a* rcgnrde qunlit} ^^uch 
unecrtuinty roust nttncli (o any catimalo of quantity Only 
three scams of good quality containing a tlilckncaa which 
could bo worked with profit or© known to exift I do not 
nt all despair of this field being found to contain workable 
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seams of value, but. the facts at present available do not 
]UBlify any confident r\pies‘;ion of opinion that such will 
ceitainly piovc to be llie case ” The railway is now being 
intiodiiced into this field, and the Bengal Coal Company have 
taken a lease of 1,280 acies of coal-beaiing land in the Govern- 
ment Estate They also intend presently to develop an aiea 
fuither A\est m the Chainpur estate, of which they have 
taken a lease 

The Auianga coalfield extends over an aiea of 97 square 
miles along the couise of the river of the same name in the 
south-east of the distiict It contains numcious coal seams, 
some of laige size, and the total quantity of coal available has 
been estimated at 20 million tons, but the fuel is of indifferent 
quality Mi Ball wrote as follow's — 

“ The coal wdiich occurs in the rocks of the Eamganj 
group 18 of too unimpoitant a character, whether as regards 
quality or thickness, to be considered as affecting the question 
of the amount economically available m this area The 
improbability of this field containing a large supply of really 
good coal 18 vei v gicat The appeal ance of the seams, and the 
result of the assays, both point to this conclusion At the 
same time, it should be lemembered that there is not a single 
fie'^h and clear section of the rocks and tliat the coal has never 
been quamed to the smallest extent ” 

In addition to the three coalfields mentioned, a small 
portion of the laige Kaianpuia coalfield, of wdnch the greater 
part falls in Hazaiibagh, is situated in the south-east of the 
distiict at a distance of about six miles fiom tlie Auranga 
field The coal is exposed heie and there m the beds of the 
rivers, and small pits recoid desultoiy attempts at mming 
The lesult of these efforts up to date has been little coal but 
much htigation 

Although no othei minerals aie worked on a commercial 
scale, limestone, sandstone and giaphite are knowm to exist, 
and bauxite is found in the neighboiiihood of Netaihat 
Goppei also has been found but not in sufficient quantity to 
enable it to be woiked profitably 

Anothei indnstiy that has been started m the district 
smee the last census is the manufactuie of cement at Japla 
The factoiy, which began woik on November 1st, 1922, is the 
property of the Poitland Cement Company The hmestone 
js brought across the Son by an aerial ropeway from the chSs 
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where il in quarrii^l in fihahflbad The etoff consisl* of 
between W anJ 400 pen'rtnn Tlie manoper anfl other 
memiwm of ihr ptjpcnor Mnff aw Taropoann Men from the 
FTitTcrtincims viltnnr* Ijmo foiiml r!n|»lo\menl in the wotVb In 
breo nomhfrn ami Ihe of blKHir nml the co«t of hvinp 

in iho nojchl'ourhfvyl Imvo m'^rkr^U innra^ed nmeo the works 
opened Tlie factory in capable of producing 1 000 tons of 
cement a week 

3 Commcfcr 

Tlib head with • leta! of <V»n jnrlades transport on well comrnev. 
a» commrirc and tinder tlbt proup coino 4 GOO peraona 
rnpigc^l in tnn^irl hv r<vid Other nutr crons proups under 
this held nre Iiankinp nnd mone\ lending I 000 mifcella 
neon* tnde 0 400 and dealers m fooil/itufTs 12 COO Tliero 
in no cmntnrrre on t!ie grand K'ah m this dihlnrt The head 
inclndes tlie o aal nlbpo monev lenders nnd the uimnl potty 
rrlailers of fend nnd the other nrees'anea of life wIk) nro 
f and m tnrry district 

Tlie principal cipnris of the distnr* nparl from coal and 
cement t hirh do not offert the gcneml popniation nrr bo 
oilseed* ijtii hide* and catechu while the pnnclpl import* 
are piece p ods nee and rati we<!* sal* hros**ware *Uf’ar 
toliacco kffo^cno oil and cotton twdsi Tlie amount of 
nee im]<nird nnnualK is chtimatcd to bo alNiut nue lakh of 
maunds and the am* unt of other fcKxl-praJns mthcr IcfS 
Tlio export* ore dc'pntehni chicOy from Paltonpanj and 
Oarhwa Hoad Btalions tlm latter l^inp the more important 
because the exports fr m fiirpiija nre entrained there Tlio 
imports nre bipcU dislnbutcd from Iho same station* tho 
mppljcs from C‘nriiMra Tlond poinp to llic weal of tho dUtriol 
and Sirpuja nnd (ho«o from DaltonpanJ going to tho aouth 
nnd east of Iho difltrict A considerablo trade Is Iiowover 
earned on with pack Imltocka ond pomes wliich dooa notyeach 
tho rnilwn) at oil fitringa of these pnek nnimols go down into 
Birguja or Ihrnitph Chhcchlmri into Joslipnr and tho Barwe 
\wlloy in Tlnnchi district nnd rotam bden vnth foodgrain* 
whicli tlicN take up tho weal Iwink of tho Koil to Banka or to 
PaUonr,QDj or across tho Banehi road into tho west of Haiinn 
hagh which i« also mippHed In the same v.'av from tho Lohar 
daga Bide tltrou;,l» U-lumath Tho wliole of tlio traffic between 
1 ilamnu and tho Cliutra *ubdi\ifdon of llaranbagli is at prcaont 
earned on in Hub manner and so is much of tlio traffic between 
Pnlamau nnd ShaUabfld and tho Aurangabad mbdiviaion of 
Gaya 
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Owing to the recent construction of a bazar at Bohla in 
Sirguja, whence goods are conveyed diiect to and from the 
1 ail way, and to the chief of that state forbidding his people 
to have deahngs at any other market, all the bazars on the 
south-west boundary of the district from Dhniln to Mahua- 
danr, and m particular Garhwa, have suffered a set-back 
■The principal business centre of the district is now Daltongan], 
where the revenue of the market is made over by Government 
to the mumcipahty, and after that Garhwa Other important 
places of business aie Husainabad, Harhiargan] , Panki, Sat- 
barwa, Latehar, Shahpui, Champur and Untan Markets, 
aie held weekly all ovei the distnct at the villages and on the 
days given in Table V at the end of this volume A good 
deal of trade is also done at the annual fairs, to which the 
cultivators flock from the'neighbomang villages and pmchase 
cattle, brass utensils, clothes, etc Such fairs, which usually 
last for about ten days, are held at the following places — 
Balumath (November), Herhan] (January) and Balubhang 
(April), m Balumath police-station, Chakla (January) and 
Haraya (March) , in Chandwa pohce-station , Satbama (April) 
and Chando (October), m Daltonganj police-station, Panki 
(March), m Panki pohce-station, Nagar Untan (March), m 
Untari pohce-station , Kosiara (March) , m Husainabad pohce- 
station , Ketai (March) , m Bhaunathpur pohce-station , Late- 
har (March), Hand (January), and Mankheii (November), 
in Latehar pohce-station, Nawadih (Lecembei), m Eeih 
police-station, Anksi (January) and Paihatoh (January), 
m Mahuadanr police-station 

4 Professions 

Under this head, which has a total of only 4,265, come 
rehgion, 2,300; law, 450, medicine, 250, instruction, 550, 
and arts and sciences, 700 Daltongan] is practically the only 
centre for the intelligentsia 

5 Other occupations 

This head includes a miscellany of employments not 
included undei the other heads, with a total of workers and 
dependants amounting to 126,927 in all The most numeious 
group is that of “ labouiers and workmen other vase unspeci- 
fied ”, 98,600 this includes that laige body of “ coolies ” 
who work sometimes m the fields and sometimes 
at othei miscellaneous jobs such as the repair of 
loads 01 the carrying of burdens Other numeious groups 
aie raisers of farm stock, 9,000, domestic servants 7,000, 
beggars^ 2,300, fishermen, 1,800, and police, 1,800, 
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\u lulcrrFhit" llffln;.li nM n imiiicDH ptjup untlcr tlii^iI«auf»--loro 
Ilf*!!! tirv till' citrrliu ctillrclom (iloilii or cutcli is 

0 ttinu 111 tc »i c\u \c\c 1 ftum ih'' Ihair (Ani'm cnlftdiu) tree 

JIk maiHif ‘'liitfl of ihi^ «Iru^ i c»mn| cn It) Mflllnlis wlio 
r iiu<u onmullN ftuni (nvi onJ othir t|i tjct* for ihc I'Uqwt-c 
llio fir t tiling iIh\ «!u »< l> c n tuinltlo uto for an 
< nciiniMiiciil in a IikuIiU winro tin Irci.^ arc pl'^nliful ond 
nlicri water m to I Iiad A« n«n ns a r* nira! rjwt lias b<.<n 
felcric^il till whole |uit\ pel lo work to cttvl a 

vullictcni iiuinlirr t f hut for iho flitln r of tach familv Tho 
worWieds art then tri«.t»d aiil funivt s pn|viiTd liy dipi,jng 
circular holes Mkjiu C fift lo difttiirUT nnd i feel m doptli 
witli a flu fl 'lunu down fruin aIhito Tlio men nro novc 
dailjr in lit foii \ rni.aKcil in cnllm^ «1 ami Uic trees and 
lopping ofl iho I'ranclif after wliieh the tn-cfl arc taken to 
the emam,jncnt in lengths of 10 lo 12 feet At soon ai 
t!io unpi 1 \ to r'ltnc in the Women liark the trees ond 

dKjp ofT thu outer white wood leating tlic inner wood only 

1 lie heart tf tiw tree whieh la of n dir*\ rni colour and full 
of fcop is then cut up into Miiall cIii{h which are packet) in 
Urge canlien jars collcii rhutlif llie latter oro placed over 
Iho funiaco or otcti end thur contents boili'd from 12 to 
IG hours Tlio jaiec (rui or oruk) which hoils otcr is 
poured Into another jar repbeeJ on the fnniaco and itUTcd 
tilt it attains tho consistency of svntp It is then poured off 
into a cirxnilar earthen \o-iKrI and alio mnI to icltlo for a 
night and next iituniiiig is strained through n lorge basket 
tho Uquid i«rtion thus ►trained off in }>ourci\ into a ditch dug 
close b) and is iimdo into second class ruteli called Khatra 
Irinit cla^s cutcli called /*u/ lira is made fioni tbo (luck ro«i(luo 
left wliidi rcuiains in Uto bosket for about a month dunng 
which It further thickens Dcourding to tho tcni[)craturo and tho 
weallier Tho niuhs in next {lourcd m i la^cr on tho ground 
over ash uiwii wliicli it is kepi for eight or ton dajs during 
which it luirdcus It is then cut up with n knifo into squares 
in wliicli slia{>o it is sold to tho trader Cutch can only bo 
inado dunng tlio cold weather It faiia to harden on hot days 
and Mallahs thoroforo close work boforo Uio ond of ifardi 
They boliovo that unloss Ihoy keep perfeully pure and clean 
during tho wholu time, tho cutch will bo spoiled They 
pa> ro)-nlty to tho xainnidars according to tho number of chattU 
Uioy koop m uso llio amount of cutch exported from 
Daltoogauj has recently increased from 1 500 maunda lu 1032 
to over 3,000 mauuda in 1024 



144 


PALAMAU 


Lao 

cultivation 


More irapoitant is the cultivation of lac, winch is widely 
spiead in the distiict and winch, because it is pursued by 
cultivatois at ceitain seasons of the yeai as a subsidiary occu- 
pation and often on a small scale, almost escapes recogmtion 
in the census tables At the special census of lac growers, 
mentioned in the last chajitei, it was ascei tamed that there 
were ovei 41,000 peisons in the distuct cultivatmg lac on 
tiees of the numbeis and kinds given in the maigin In 

the last cliapter facts weie 


TrcLs ou wluoh Ino is 

onlfciTfttod 

given to illustrate tire 
lents which the cultiva- 

Kmd 

Kumbor 

tois of lac have to pay for 

Palas 

1,701 010 

then tiees By far the 

Binr 

GO, lie 

greater part of the lac 

Kusxun 

4,176 

crop of the district is 

Pxpal, Bur, Qular ind Palur 

],0G4 

laised on palas trees 
The principal crop of 

Otter trees 

2,484 

pala^^ lac is obtamed m 
Apiil and May, the Bai- 

Total 

1,738,850 

sakhi crop, but some of 


the lac 18 then left on the 

tiees until October or 
November when it swaims agam and is cut and sold as brood 
lac, this is the Kaitiki ciop The kusum lac is more 
valuable, but less extensively cultivated The prmcipal 
kusum crop is m October and Novembei 

Lac IS a resmous mcrustation found on the twigs of 
certam trees, which is produced round the bodies of colomes 
of the lac msect. The latter subsists on the sap that it sucks 
up by means of a proboscis from the succulent tissues of the 
tree When the young insects escape from the dead body 
of the female, they crawl about in search of fresh sappy twigs; 
this 18 the swarnung and at this tune the twigs of tiees mfected 
with the lac msect will often be seen to assume a reddish 
colour, owmg to the countless masses of minute msects that 
are movmg all over them Those that become fixed drop 
their legs and at once proceed m the process of digestion to 
transform the sap sucked up by the proboscis and to exude 
from their bodies the resmous matter with which they become 
ultimately mcrusted At this stage when it is evident that 
the swaiming is beginning, the twigs of an old tiee with the 
msects on them aie cut off and tied on a fiesh tiee, which 
|Lt IS proposed to biing under cultivation, at the base of the 
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new nbooU which haro gro wn the rnrall of prevwoa 
pblUrfing AfJer ft lime Iho Inrtct criwU tipllio branchea of 
iHo frwh Irrca and, plcrang llie bark ot wme placo eoDlacnlly 
ftoft, Cie« lb»elf down and commcncea lo cxndo lac Tlio 
grealer and Ibo belter pari of Iho lac la exnded by Iho fcmolo 
ftficr mating Tl>o quality of Iho lac depends upon the 
briphtnm of Iho cohmr tho thickncfft of tlic incrustation 
and tho freedom from panu^le* collivalor lops off the 

twigs on which lac has formed with on nxo and then ecparalcs 
the lac frcmi the (wigs wrih ti aicVIe 

Stick be It eollrrted from the coltimiftrs b\ pellr middle 
men wlio often obtain it by exchange for iIhj csjmmodities 
which they bring with them, but raali more frequently cnlors 
Into iransacllcms nowadavs itian formerl> In either caw they 
make a hand'ome jrofi* Thew men or the culliralom them 
telrwi lake It to the whem It b repu'^’nvnl bv another 
Mt of middlemen who lake It to the fnetones or the godowns 
of the big CTCporlirg firms This latter class of middlemen 
nsually on a comroiMlon basis All the stick be produced 
In the dlftrict owd lo be exported in its raw rtnfe but in 
recent xetn twelTc Uc factories hare been opened In the district 
— «t near rbltonganj and six near Oarhwn for converting tho 
frtick fao into alicllac Tliew factories belong to Mirxapuns 
and ifarwani Ahoot 72 000 mannds of stick lac and about 
12j000 mauods of altclbc aro exported annuall) from tim 
dirtnct bv roll 

Tllo raising of coooons for wik used lo be an importaul 
industry In tho district but it Is now practically dead Tbo nldog 
revenue from t oa (silk) used lo Ikj o !>y no means neghgiblo 
part of tbo revcduo denred bj (bo Chero Rajas from Palamau 
and theoretically Goremraent hold o nionopoly of tbo culti 
vallon of this commodity and of hath (cotcchu) througliout tho 
j)argana of Pabmau down to llio ycor 1851 wlion tlioy 
rermqaiiOicd their clainis in respoct of viHagca not liold Uuu 
Tho contract for cultivating silk In tho Gmomment Eetatb 
Is now ftuciionod annually but the proceeds ore as stated 
Jq chapter Vm, negUgiblo 
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CHAPTER X. 


MEANS OF COMMUNICATION. 

Tn a ^\ri{or "P.il^inau pirfn<^0(1 a section 

on “ "Ronfls and Carnage ” with f}io ro1lo\vn,!T rnnarU*' — 

" TJub Bpction mjffht rlirno'.t he v niton in flio voids 
mutniidi*:, of Aldroxandme’ famous ohapfor oonccrnin;f 
the owls of Ireland, Of pitrln hridpod roads thcio i*: not 
a sinfdf' o\atnplc The few roads that do oMbf arc little 
better than more fair-weather traols Of those the principal 
are from Dalton/janj to Banchi, and fiom the same place to 
Dehn-on-Son. But few of the others are praclioahlc for 
carls, and the remainder can onlv he used b} pack-cattle 
and elephants ”* E^on ns late as 1807 the DeputA Com- 
missioner reported tliat " Pnlnmau has neither raLlwa\ noi 
reliable water communications, and all lior roads are third 
class ones, i o , Icachha and unbndgcd ones Her mode of 
transpcfit of goods is by cart and hj pack-bullocks In the 
summer months (April, May, and June), transport is very 
difficult owing to the want of fodder and water foi cattle, and 
during the rams it is rendered almost impossible owing to 
the liea\'y condition of the loads and the flooded state of 
tlie numerous rivers and streams wdiicli intersect the loacls 
frequently Daltonganj is over 100 miles from Gaya, the 
nearest railway station, in diy W’cather it lakes 8 to 10 days, 
and in the rainy season 12 to 20 days for a cart to do the 
journey ” During the severe famine that occurred m that 
year, the difficulty of transport proved insurmountable, both 
road-routes and rner-routes failing, and Palamau was cut off 
from- supplies “ The fact is ”, the same officer said, ” that 
Palamau is probably the most isolated district in the whole 
province of Bengal, — a district wffiich in a time of scarcity may 

m_ 

* V Ball, Geology of the Auranga and Huiax GqqI fields, Memoir% 
of the Geological Survey of j&idia, Vol XV^ 
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not inaptly bo compared in the words of tho late Bur Qcorgo 
Campbell to o sliip ot sea running sliort of provisions Tliis 
isolation uos not cffccUNcly broken down till the construction 
of Ibo Banin Daltongnnj railway wliicli was openod os for as 
Kojliom in Maj 3903 and waa oxtonded to Ballongan] by tho 
close of tho 3 car thus connecting Palamau with tho railway 
s 3 Rtcm ot India 

Tlio first road rnado by Goromment was laid down in Rosdi 
1803 when tho \tnoncan Civil War had created a keen 
demand for cotton for tiploslxcs and it was desired to provide 
an outlet for tho cotton grqwn in Falaman and Birguja 
Tlio so-called Bihar Cotton Road was intended to join 
the recently founded town of Daltonganj with tho Grand 
Trunk Rond cna Bherghati a distance of 70 miles Bat tho 
road was never completed for years it ended in tho jnngle 
on tho border of the district and with tho constnicUon of tho 
railway it foU more or less Into disnso It is described below 
ns tho Daltonganj Manatn rood Bmeo then Uiere lias been 
inucli extension of roads in Uio district The distnoi board 
now mniiitatns ^ n lies of motollcd COO miles of nnmotalled 
and 47 mites of village roeda 

Tlio most important roads radiate from Daltonganj and tViaetpiJ 
Oarhwo os Is aliown la iho mop which accompanies this 
Volume Tho KoU below the town of Daltonganj is GOO yards 
hide and nnbridged so that tho pnmar} obstacle to commuoi 
cations witli tho of tho district is not far to seek The 
pnnapal roads arc os follows — 

1 The Dallongaii] Ilanohl roed of which 05 miles he m 
Palamau is a provmcisl road looked after by the diatnot 
board Tho road is gravelled and fully bridged but is apt 
{o beoorao very heavy during Uie rains It strike* south 
east from Daltonganj and pessee through the important 
Villages of Batbarwa Ifanksh Latehar and Chandwa 

* 2 The Union Qarhtoa OaThwa Road Station road which 

starts from tho Mirxapur border on the west and is contmued 
beyqnd tlie Koil to Bismmpur on the east is bndgod through 
put and gravelled in parts but it is apt to be badly cut up 
jn the ramy season Commanicabona between the eonth and 
east of "MiTEapur district and the outside world are maintained 
along ^is ro^ whan the Son ia impassable m Mirzapur and 
most of the trade of Sirgoja conveiges upon it at Garhwa 
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It 18 at present more used than any other road m the district, 
but it will be reheved of a good deal of its traffic by the 
coalfields lailway The distance from the Mirzapnr border 
to Bisrampui is 33^ miles The six miles from Garhwa to> 
the Koil which aie used by the traffic of both' Mirzapnr and 
Sirguja are metalled 

3 The Daltonqanj-Garhioa road, which connects these 
two trade centres, is 21 miles long It crosses a senes of 
unbndged rivers of which the most important are the Koil and 
the Damo, and cannot therefore be used duimg the rainy 
season 

4 The Daltovgani-Ha^ihargan] road, 43J miles long, 
runs north from Daltonganj crossing the Amanat and several 
other unbndged rivers, and can therefore only be used at 
certain times of the year The road contmnes to Aurangabad 
m Gaya distnct, but that part ol it is not good This road 
la the only hnk at piesent between the road systems of 
Palamau and Gaya It lost much* of its importance when the 
railway was built and is at present very little used except 
by bullock carts on their way to Palmergany station^ on the 
East Indian Hallway 

5 The Daltongonj-Manatu road is bndged as far as 
Eeshgan] , close to which it passes ; beyond 'that it crosses 
a number of unbndged nvers, of which the most formidable 
18 the Amanat This is the old ' Bihai Cotton Bead ' already 
mentioned It is maiutamed as far east as Manatu and the 
portion between the Amanat and Manatu has recently been 
much improved , but beyond Manatu httle remains but a few 
broken culverts. 

6 The Leshganj-Panki road turns off from the road last 
mentioned close to Lieshganj and continues south of the Amanat 
to Panki Just beyond Panki it crosses the nver before 
reachmg the Hazanbagh border Nominally this is a through 
route to Hazanbagh, hut it is hardly used au such by wheeled 
traffic. 

7 The Garhwa-Ranka-StrgujOr border road, which' runs 
due south from Garhwa, is bndged as far as Banka. This 
road has recently been much cut up by traffic from Bohlal 
bazaar in Suguja which.' has made it at , times ahnost 
impassable 
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8 Thr Hutmnabad Chhaitarpitr road connoctR Jnpla 
lUilway Station lailli Ohliattoqrar on tlio TTanharpanj roafl 
(no 4) It la bndfied and owinp to tta not being mneb used 
by bullock carta, tho atrrfaco is fairly good 

0 TTic Chandtr^ Da\inrutth nttd nina due north from 
CliandwA on the Bancbi road (no 1) to Bnlnmath police 
station It ia Iittlo used bv wfieelod trofilc but pack bnllocka 
and ponies can paaa along it to Chatm in Ilaianbogli distnct 

10 The Krrh Oaru road tarns sooth from tho Kanclii 
road in the 7th mile crossea the Anrangn by a wooden 
trestle bridge, and bo fcaclies Kerb and Qani poliec-stationa 
The new railway will probably lend to a ctmaiderable develop- 
ment and modi5calK>n of the roods in this orea At present 
a rough road leads east from Qnru orross tho angle in the 
coarse of the Koil to Rad and Morwai ot the fool of Ketariml 
Another road goes south west from Gam to Baresanr and 
Mohoadonr but ^faliaadanr Is alao accrsMblo h} a forest 
road which toms west from tho Kerb Gam rood at Manda 
and then sooth at Lat tills latter roato A\oids Uio difDcult 
country between Qarn and Baresanr 

In tiu intonor mach etill remains to be done before the 
district w adequately provided with roads Portly owing to 
the nature of the country which is broken with lulls and 
streams that make road-making very crpcnalvc and partly 
owing to the restnetod resoorces of tho distnct board Uio 
development has been slow The pnncipal lundrances to 
tho creation of a satisfactory road system have been the 
anbndged nvcnr Xml and ArnaDat wluch cannot bo crossed 
by wheeled trafBo donng tho rains As carts cannot 
move where there are no roads much of the transport is 
stin effected by coolies or pock-bnllocks or ponies along tJio 
tracks that wind from vilUge to village 8nch carte as there 
are come mostly from Bihar and particularly from Arroli 
at the- time of Mttlement It was found that there were only 
GS2 carts belonging to tho district os compared with the 
65 000 found in Hoxonbagb CommnnicationB are specially 
rudimentaiy in the south At the time of wnting (1026) 
there is nc^ a single road soatb of the Hanchi rood except 
that to Kerb which is passable by wheeled trafflo at all timee 
of the year 

In the absence of bnJges the nvers are crossed on foot Ferries, 
when the state of the streani penmta of ii. Bnnng the 
rains femes ply acroes the Eoil at Daltongonj, at Behla 
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opposite Gailnva Hoad Btalioii, at Birlic oppc^ito Untan !Road 
slahoh, and nt Muhammadf^anj Across flio Amanat they 
ply at Singraon the road to Pnlaii, nod soniclnnos at Taihasi 
on the road to Manato Across the Son there are in all 
31 femes which are leased by the Palninau distijct board 
to a single contractor; those ferries aie nt Dingwar, Deoihi, 
Banideva, Sunripura, Sonpnra, Hanhaipur, Kadhwan, 
Budhiia, Paiti, Khoklia and C-larn 

Communication by water is of little importance The 
Son can be navigated in country boats dming and aft'^r the 
iamb \\hcn conditions are f.noiir.ible • The Koil can dso be 
negotiated m shallow boats ns far up as Baltonganj m imilar 
conditions The most important use to \\hich the rivers 
are put in this way is for floating thousands of bamboos out 
of the Government forests down the Koil m rafts from Kcdihi 
to .Tapia and be3'ond. 

The construction of the Barun (Son East Bank)-Dalton- 
gan] railway m 1902, wdicrcby P.ilamau was biought into 
connection with the railway system of India, has aheady been 
mentioned The stations on this line wdiich fall within the 
district boundary are, from north to south, Husainabad, 
Haidarnagar, Muhammadganj, Untan Boad, Garhwa Boad, 
Barbara, and Baltonganj Another line of railwaj' has since 
been surveyed and is now' (1925) being constructed wdiich will 
traverse the coalfields of Hazaribagh, Palaraau and Sirguja 
this line will cross the district from east to west, fiom a point 
near Chandwa police-station through Iverh to a point near 
Bhandaria pohce-station and so on into Sirguja At the time 
of WTiting sanction has been received only for the eastern 
section of it The existing Baltonganj line will be extended 
to meet it at Barwadih, and a station will be constructed 
at Kechki between Baltong.anj and Barwadih junction The 
stations on the coalfields railw'ay from Barw'adih to the east 
will be Chipadohar, Kumandih, Batebar, BichugButa, Ton, 
and Mahua Milan The total length of railway' hne in the 
distnct when these hnes are completed will be 160 miles, 
viz , 56 miles from the district boundary to Baltonganj on 
the Son East Bank hne, 16 miles from Baltonganj to Baiwadih 
Junction, and 68 and 31 miles to east and west respectively 
of Barwadili on the coalfields hne 

Eour services of motor ommbuses now ply m the distnct, 
one along the Baitonganj-Banchi load horn Baltonganj to 
Bohaidaga by Jvmu (change at Kuiu foi Banchi) one hum tlie 
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west bunk of lUe Koil oppostto Garhwn Hoad station throngfa 
Gflrhwa to Nagar Untan and Mannsomar one from Dalton 
panj to Lcsbgani and ono from Hnsainabad to Chliattarpur 
With tlio exception of that to Loliardaga thoao Bomces are 
suBXKsnded dnrmg the rama when tlm roads become impassable 
for motor traffic 

At Daltongnnj there la a head ofilce of the Poetal Depart po«t office* 
ment At Gaihwa, Japla and Dalchar tliore are anb-offices 
and in addition there are 27 bmncli oflQccs Dunng 1025-23 
thero \\oro 33 095 money orders of a total \'alue of Us 10^ 260 
iBfloctl from these otEcoa against 16^229 money orders of 
a total valno of Hs 4 GO 074 paid out indicating that the 
profits of a good deal of Uio business done in Palaniau are 
taken bj outsiders Tlio number of savings-bank accounts is 
small Iwing just over 1 000 with a total \’nluo of just over 
Rs 1 lakh 

There arc only tlirco telegraph offices in the distnct Telogmph 
at Daltonganj Gachwa and Japla but a third w^Il sliortly oiBoo* 
bo opened at Latehar 
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CHAPTER XI. 

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. 

Thr (lisirict iR divided into fonr parqnna’; or fi8c<al 
pAnGANAs, diviBions, VIZ Pakinnu, Belaunja, Jopla, and Ton, each of , 
Tatpas, akd which lias a Ropaiate rci'enuo historj' and a Reparate systein 
TnANAs*^ of land tenure The parganas are further dnuded into iappa^, 
of which theie arc ovci 30 in Palamau, 5 tParanra, Pahari, 
Doma, Pampui , and Khaira) in Belaunja, 2 (Mahul Mahal 
and Mal.hiii Mahal) in Japla, and none in Ton A map 
showing all the parganas and ioppas will be found in the 
Settlement Report, Tins old division into parganas and 
iappas 18 of little piactical importance nowadays, but the 
histoiy of the Land Revenue Administration of the distnct 
naturally arranges itself on this basis Nowadays the divi- 
sion of the district into tlianas is the usual basis of 
administration the distiict includes nine revenue thanas 
arranged in two Bubdi\nsion8 as follows — 

Subdivision. Eovenuo thnna 

Sadr Daltonganj 

Garhwa i 

Ranka. 

Chhattaipur 

Patan 

Husamabad 

Latehar Balumath 

Latehar 

Mahuadanr 

The rune levenue thanas are further subdivided into the 
20 pohce-stations shown in Table I at the end of this book. 

^ The relation between the thanawar and parganawar division 

of the district is as follows Balumath revenue thana 
corresponds with Ton Pargana Husamabad revenue thana 
includes Japla and Belaunja Parganas this thana is divided 
into two parts, east and west, by the Koil, of , which the 
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north of (ho rantcm part in Japlft Pnrpana Rn»i (ho rcrt 
io (ho wholo of (ho nofttoni pnrt in«i (ho nouth of (ho 
0 M(cm part (Kliairi IToppa) In Bolnnnjn Parpann Tho other 
M\*on roTcnac (/jorws ore incladetl in Pnlomaii Parpnna ^ 

Tlio porgana of rfllamaa compriaca (ho temtor^ formerly Puguu 
held b> (bo Clicro chiofa Tn (ho 18(li ccnlnr^ an annual Pal*niio. 
tribute of Pa n 000 tvaa payable in respect of it to tho Muphol 
rcprcpontatiyo After (he captnro of Pnlamnu fort hyMho 
Bntinh in 1771 Oopal Tloi xma made Haja of Pnlomau 
(hough with (ho rtntuB of an ordinary •ruminrfrtr and a revenue 
of Pn 32 000 a year won nettled for three j’earn In 1778 
ft further neltlcment for fi\o yearn woa made with Oopal 
Ilai with whom were an*ocia(o<l (wo of hla rclativcn by 
whicli ho engaged himnelf Io pay Tia G 000 in (he firat year 
pR 8 000 in tho aorond and Ra 32 000 for the remaining 
three yearn making a total aum of Pa GO 000 In 1770 Qopal 
Pai waa deponed In 178C Mr I>o*lic Uio Collector 
of Pnmgarli made a ncltlcmcnt mih Thnkumi filiiva Pmaliad 
Bingb on behalf of tho minor Baja Choraman Pal by whicli 
the Tliakurai bound himnelf to saljafv the ciilliTotom to 
maintain tlio right of the jagtrHan and to do vnnona otlier 
things rondneivo to the go^ government of live petgona 
A further nimibr neltlomcnt was made for ten years m 1780 
by which (ho roxonuo payable to Government by tho Paja 
was fixed at Pa 12 162 and to wbicli vviis appended a bat 
of tho old jagtrdart and (ho amounts payable by them to 
tho Paja B> (ho tenna of tliia ecttlcment (ho Paja bad to 
maintain the local poUco ibo cost of which amounted to 
about Pa 3 000 a jear Tlie Govonunoiit rovonuo wea paid 
by osaignlng to it Uio renta of certain vUIngoo and tonurca 
which wero collected on ite bolialf by a nzaioal until 
Bio system came to an end in 1800 Churaman Hoi who 
bad assumed personal charge of his ostato in 1708 bad 
moanwUilo fallen into finanoial dliBcnUiea and the revonuo 
rapidly fell into arroara An Aenstant Collector was appointed 
to ast^ in ita reaUcation and in 1812 he claimed to have 
ro-cstabhsliod tho Bottlomont of Mr Lfoalie by annulling 
tariadi subsequently granted by tlioPftja which were inoonslst- 
ent with it What exactly resulted from this action Is not 
clear but tbings got to such a pass that the pargana was 
put up to sale for arrears of revenue in 1814 and bouglit in by 
Government for Ps 61 000 Two years later m 181G it 
was Bottled with Qhanahnm Singh Paja of Deo in Gaya 
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distiict, on a leduced levenue of Es 9,000 a year with the 
stipulation that the nghts of the old jaqirdars should be 
maintained nccoiding to the decennial settlement of 1789 
But this aiiangement failed to give satisfaction, and in 1819 
Government biought the estate undei dnect management and 
has so letained it since then, for rathei more than a hundred 
yeais 

* The IdiaJsa wllages, i e , the villages under dnect manage- 
ment, which now constitute the Government Estate or Elias 
Mahal, weie settled on annual leases with thtkedars, and by 
them in some cases with kailpnadars In ]824: these villages, 
150 in number, weie again settled with thikedars for five years 
on a total annual rental of Bs 11,629 In 1830 a further 
settlement of them was made for two years for Es 10,798, 
and this arrangement lasted till 1835, when they were settled 
foi anothei five years for Es 8,906 Various villages were 
added to the kholsa lands aftei the disturbances of 1831-32 
and fnither additions weie made by resumption in 1835-36 
In 1839, Di Davidson arianged foi a settlement of the 
khalsn villages with thtkedars for 20 years , the settlement 
was made by auction and the total of the rents stipulated 
by the tlnkedars amounted to Es 10,367-2-0 rising to 
Bs 12,333-12-0 In 1859-60, after the expiration of 
Dr Davidson’s settlement, Mr Campbell made a summary 
settlement with thtkedars for three years of the - khaJsa 
villages, the number of which had again been increased by 
confiscations after the Mutiny of 1857, on a total rental of 
Es 22,293-3-2 

By this time it was realized that the well-being of the 
cultivators of the villages was sacrificed by the system of 
settlements with thikedars, which contained no stipulation 
■with regard to the rents payable by the tenants In 1864, 
therefore, the first ratyattoan settlement of the Government 
Estate was taken m hand, which was completed in 1870 by 
Mr L E Forbes The thtkedars were not abolished, but the 
rents payable to them by the tenants weie defimtely fixed 
The permanent cultivation of each village was divided mto 
partas of about three bighas each Eiceland and upland were 
both classified as 1st, 2nd, and 3id class, and the 
cultivation of a parm or portion thereof of permanent 
cultivation earned with it the nght to a corresponding share 
of fluctuating cultivation . withm the limit of fluctuatmg 
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caltiratinn m <ho callivntor coiiM cbangc hifl tiplanda 

williwil chaTRo Acina^l^ IhiB B>rtrin vfn< not given a fair 
trial for in 1872 Mr Forlicfi staled limt there was scarcoly 
a rillago in nhich tlio old miteni Imd not been restored 
and the annual niMsurcincnt and owaanicnt required by the 
new syatom abandoned Tho total rent roll arcordinR to this 
soltlomcnt amonnled to lla -lO^n of wincli Its 4 413 went 
to tho ihikedart b) way of conitniMion dunng the tenn 
of the settlement this total increased to Rs 57 Ctn Tlio 
rcscrvo forest was originally constituted at tills sctllcracnt 

In 160G wTis concluded Mr flundirs settlement On Wr 
this occasion t/n*lcduf» were alMlishcd tlio n.nl was aspcfliK^d 
not on (ho pana but on tho held and- It was decided that 
tho cultiraton should jay excess rent for an\ new upland 
cultivated h} them witliout an> remission on occount of lands 
abandoned Tlio rent roll rose on this ocenMon to Hs 74 433 
Tlio incrcaso was justified b> an olIegM increase in tho area 
cuUii'nted since Mr lorbes settlement but it is doubtful ^ 

if tills ollegation can be sabstantnted In an> case events 
proved (bat tho now sotitement jifcsscd Iiardly on tlio 
coltlvators holdings woro freol> abandoned and certificates 
for arrears of rent issued in their thousands (ill Qoxcnuuont 
allowed contiderablo remissions and perroiltcd tbo increase 
of rents tosbd made progressively with retrospective effect 
In 1634 doriDg tbo progress of this settlement was issued 
tbo notification constituting tho protected forest on tbo 
pnndples explained In chapter V 

At the recent Bcltlcment tliat was concluded m 1020 Mr 
after much discussKin it was decided lliot fair rents should 
bo Battled in the Qovomment Lstate at tho standard of 12} j>or ol ieiS-20 
cent or oDo-eiglith of tho valuo of tho gross produce of tho 
lands with a looximum of 15 5/8 and a niimmum of 5 8/8 
por cent provided that except in tho oaso of largo and 
recent extensions of area no rent should bo enhanced to 
a figure excoeding 50 per cent of the finollv published rent 
The effect of these orders woa that tbo total rent roll was 
reduced by Bs 0 496 or 7 per cent below the figure to which 
it had riMO donng the penod of Mr Bunder b sottlement 
though it exceeded by 5} per cent the sum fixed by 
Mr Bunder in 189C 

In addition to the rent of the land considerablo snms 
are denved from the rent of lac bearing and tna/iuo trees ©l trcci 
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standing outside the tenants’ holdings as explained m 
chapter VJDJL 

The estate now extends to 357 square nnles and includes 
882 villages There is a string of Government villages from 
Daltongan] to Garhwa, but most of the villages are m the 
south of the district or towaids Lesligan] The current 
demand of rent and cess is Es 85,000 and rmscellaneous 
Es 55,000 a year The staff maintained for the admmistra- 
tion of the estate consists of a Khas Mahal Deputy 
Collector, four talmldurs — one for each of the Daltonganj, 
Leshganj, Garu, and Latehar cucles, and each with a muharnr ‘ 
— an irrigation expert, a forester, 7 forest guards, 21 peons, 
and a staff of 5 clerks at Daltonganj In each village there 
IS a mahto or headman, who has been given various respon- 
sibihties, such as the reportmg of excess cultivation and of 
vacant holdings, and who is generally consulted with regard 
to his village 

The Here it is necessary to revert to the year 1819 when , 

jagtrdara Government resumed the pargana of Palamau from Ghansham 
Smgh While the Cheios weie still Eajas of Palamau they 
created a number of suboidinate estates m the shape 
of jagtrs, tjaros, and khorposh or mamtenance grants A large 
part of the pargana was ahenated by the cieation of such 
tenures at qmt rents and of minliai grants free *of all rent, 
the latter mostly to Brahmans The majority date back to 
the time when the Chero chiefs weie contmually engaged 
m feuds and petty wars among themselves The necessity 
of keepmg a sufficient numbei of adheients in a constant state 
of readmess to defend themselves agamst sudden attack and 
also to make lepiisals upon their neighbouis, gave use to 
the custom of bestowmg lands m 'jagir oi fief These 
lagndars obtamed sanads from the Eajas for the giant of 
lands undei an engagement of vassalage, or m other words 
of bemg at all tunes leady to assist the Eaja with a certain 
numbei of armed followers whom they maintained upon their 
'jagirs Besides these mihtaiy giants, there were khorposh dan 
grants made to relatives foi then mamtenance, giants foi 
services of a civil oi pohtical chaiactei, grants m lieu of 
official salaries, giants for charitable pmposes and the like 
The jagirs mcluded (1) service jagirs oi giants made by the 
rulers of Palamau for seiTices lendeied, whether civil, 
mihtaiy, oi political, (2) jagtr kaniingo and 'jagir kaz\ or 
grants made m vn-tue of the office of kanungo oi kazi and in 



Lanb nrvKMm AnMJNJBTiUTiov 


15 :^ 


n«i of nn ofliciil nlary jagir hahunn or pmnt« TTia<1o l>v 
iho chiefs to Ihcu rciatlros for who*o maintenance the 
I>roccod8 of (he InnO were InlenilM fl) )a^r rhewan and 
khenrar or Ismts in roinm for mililarv serrires 

to mcmbmi of tlio Chcro anfl Klwmiir tni)es the old fightinfj 
clans of Palamau (6) jogir inomt or pranls Djsdo in rcwnnl 
for wiaiccs rendered dunnp tlie reWlljon of 1W>2 jagfr 
mutfarka or mlitrellnncous (grants Iho main promnon of winch 

(he pavmcn! of a fixetl quit rent (7) modem pigirt alw 
culled jagir tmimf |,Tunted hj (lie llritnh (lorcminent in 
reco^itbn of loysl n'mees rendered dnnnf? the Dlwgta 
rebellion and the Mutin> 

The ijara tenures listc been cla* ifi«l os (1) stinplo 
i;af<u or ordinarj leases i c (enures held under no dcfinilc ij^radan 
terras or conditions cxerpt the paMiiciil of a fixed rent some 
being leases for a specific term of >cars and others leases 
witlioul limitation of (imo (2) ijoro iKiipotta or lands 
,parcluised outright h\ tins occoinnls (3) i;oro Ik/ioirat 
or diantablo grants (1) f/aru jagir and ijaro inaim or grunts 
given ill reword for niUcclloiiooos somees (3) ijoro piuia 
hnl or grants tns^lo in cousidcrution of on odvunco of luone) 
subject to the p3)mont of somo nommn) rent oud (0> i/oro 
mu^erraH or grunte which hare <lci«cnded from father (u 
son for min^ generations witliont on> x-anatbn of the }ama 
or rent 

The holders of these feudal estates were on Important 
class of the commoml) and it was largely the skill with 
wlndi Thokurai Rlin^a Pmshod Bingh hiro«,If a jogtrriar 
had plaj'cd into their linnds during Uio period of Ins manage 
meut that led to tho final collop^j of tlio bhcro Itaj When 
tho pargana was put up to sale and liought m by Qo\ormuent 
In 1819, Government did not resumo theso tenures but 
declared that Ihoi would bo roninlaincd on on equitable 
jama The status of tho jogirrfars and tjaradart and Uio 
amount of their rent was for many years a source of constant 
dtlllcuUy III tho decennial settleinont of 1789 llr IjcsIio 
had given a list of tho ancient jagtrdan and tlioir rents 
and tho list was often appealed to on subsoquont occasiooB 
os authontative But what with BUonatioas inhontauco — in 
some cases by Uie eldest son In others not — enaroaclunents 
and intended resumptions it was impossibio to find a final 
answer in Mr liCsUe s hat to the numerous questionB raised 
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The orders The mattei was not set at lest till oideis weie passed m 
of 1896 whatevei might have been the ongin of the 

various classes of jagirs and tjaras, there was no longer any 
necessity foi maintaining any distinction between them, 
because in practice they had for a long senes of yeais been 
virtually recogmzed as both heiitable and peimanent ; (2) that 
the transfei ability of all such tenuies should be lecognized, 
the right of Government to resume on the failuie of male 
hens of the onginal giantees being abandoned once foi all 
without any payment of compensation, and that all tiansfeiees 
should be admitted to legistiation , (3) that the tenures, both ' 
“jagirs and ijaras, should thencefoith be laised to the position 
of levenue-paymg estates, that the sale law should be applied 
to them so as to facilitate the collection of Government 
levenue, and that the joint responsibility of all the holders 
• of a tenure foi the payment of the Government dues should 
be maintained This may be legaided as the permanent 
settlement of Palamau At about the same time the minliat 
01 lent-fiee tenures weie entered m the general register of • 
revenue-free lands 

Present-day Beneath the 'jagm and ipras of Palamau pargana which 
tenures ^^er:e elevated mto iieimanent, heritable, transferable, and non- 
resumable estates by the orders of 1895, were other 
sub-tenures, created m the same manner and with the same 
motives, which by those same orders became tenures of the 
first degree Such tenures, which are found m all four 
parganas, may be classified under the followmg heads — 

1 Jagir tenmes were oiigmally granted for services which 
aie for the most part no longer eithei demanded or performed 
They are generally on a fixed rent and heritable, but 
resumable on failure of male heirs 

2 Khorposh tenmes are gi anted foi the maintenance of 
members of the proprietor’s family Where estates are 
governed by the law of piamogemture, such grants aie made 
to younger sons and aie only lesumable on the failme of 
male heirs Grants made to females are generally for their 
lifetime Concubines and illegitimate children are also 
provided for m this way 

3 Khairat tenures aie made for charitable purposes and 
include the giant of land to Brahmans and to idols Such 
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pnnU arc a mlc* pcnnanan! non reraraaMo partible, and 
(ranffrrablc Tlicy arc often of ptnall extent 

4 tVt7larmn Irnurtn* are most numcroo* end important 
nndcr tbe Bonjnira c'tato Tl»e\ are as a roll non rcromabto 
partible bentable and alienable Tn Tori pflfjyana a few rocdi 
iennrea arc reromablo 

Before dealing with ibe Ibreo porgorw other than UoUrl 
Balaman alinnon alioald be mode to the rc\enuc-frco c*lalo 
of the niunjA Bahih of Ionian Tina fainiK is a branch of 
(he Ronpnn fnniiU of Barapiann Itojpnta and legend snjs 
that the rntan property xra^ pivcn to the cider fon of tho 
41th Ba|a of Sonpum wlm lost his opportunity of snecccdinp 
to Sonpnra thron;;h l>einR nh ent on a pilpnmspe when Ins 
father died Tins estate oppeam alvrnjs to haro lioen distinct 
from the Palsmau Baj though it is inclnded except for 
Bamptir fopp«j m the Palamau pargana and to have been 
psaigned nnginnllN U (he Miiglmis ns n bind of phofirofi 
tenure for the protection of this frontier of Bihsr Tim 
estate still pars no rotenue hut the |irojinetor pa\s a fixed 
snm for the mnlnionance of the loco! |io!ice 

Tlie otlier three pargan/ts ore le«8 oxtenwre Bclannia rsTpinji 
Parjffrwi consists of the fi\c fappas of Poranra Pahnn Dcma BdinuJ* 
Khain and Banipar tho first four of whicli form tho estate 
of tlie Sonpum foniiK of Rurapiansi Bajimts whidi hold the 
parganas of Jopla and Bolaunja on tlio east bank and 
olso pomo land in Bhniiabad on tho west bonk of tho Son m 
tlie 18th centnry Hio Mughal Govonunont §l>led tho Rojas 
tho solo ramindara of this tract which oppears to La\“o formed 
a rovcnoo-pajing estate assessed at R» 2 459 For some oot 
of dlsIo}aIt> apparently tho old Hindu Baja was dispossessed 
and the two pargan/is of Bolounjo and Tapia were confiscated 
and created into an allantgha estate bj the Finpcror Mnhom 
mad Slmli in favour of tho ancestor of the Nawobi family 
of tlio latter pjjrgana Tlie Bajos fought every inch of tlio 
ground to keep thdr estate ond eventually the Dntuh 
Government intervened In 1801 Ibo Nawabs were compoUod 
to give a leaso of tlio four lappas to tho Sonpnra Baja for 
a term of years but when tho lease was duo to bo renewed 
in 1813 thesjuarrol broke out afresh and it was only compoood 
finally by Government In 1810 when the pargana was 
permanently settled with the Soupura family Belaunja and 
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Pargana 

Japla. 


Pargana 

Ton 


Japla parqanas were transfeired to the fmbdivision, as it then 
was, of Palamau in 1871 

Paigana Japla formeily belonged together with Pargana 
Belaunja to the Rajas of Sonpura, but was granted by Muham- 
mad Shah as an impeiial altamgha giant to Amat-ul-Zohra 
Begam, wife of Nawab Hedayet Ah Ehan ancf mother of 
Ghulam Husain Ehan, the author of the Sair-ul-Mutahhann 
The Rajas did not submit qmetly to this summary ejectment, 
and it was only after a long and protracted struggle that 
the Nawabs succeeded m securing possession of Japla, of which > 
their possession was eventually confirmed by the Bntish 
Government The Nawabi family has now lost almost the 
whole of it, and the greater part is held by ahens As Japla 
foimed a Muhammadan estate, there are no extensive Hindu 
rent-free tenures, though there are many petty lent-free 
holdmgs granted by Rajput landlords The chief rent-free 
tenmes are those granted by the Nawabs foi the guaidianship 
of mosques and ceremomes, or for particular shrmes, or as 
charitable bequests The pargana havmg originally been given 
as an altamgha grant, no revenue is paid m respect of it 

Pargana Ton extends ovei 666 squaie miles m the south- 
east corner of the district and is conteiminous with Balumath 
revenue thana The ongmal Rajas of Ton were declared by 
ordei of the Patna Council to be 'jagirdars of the Maharaja of 
Chota Nagpui and to be hable to pay him an annual sum of 
Rs 2,007 In 1804 the then Raja, Durgijoy Sahi, died and 
the^ estate was resumed by the Mahaiaja after htigation with 
the widow, the Chakla estate bemg left to the family of 
the strongest male claimant The Mahaiaja had at the same 
time to pay up considerable arreais of revenue to save the 
estate from sale Local agitation resulted from his attempt 
to resume all the under-tenures created by the Ton Rajas, 
but his attempt was withstood by the local ofl&cers In 1866 
the estate was gianted as a hhorposh by the Maharaja to his 
half-brother, Kumar Jagat Mohan Nath Sahj Deo When 
the district of Palamau was foimed in 1892, Ton was included 
m it, but it still pays revenue as part of the Chota Nagpur 
estate in Ranchi distnct 


Extension of The foregoing account of the revenue history of the 
Covemment different parqanas will show how Government have been led 
tion. on step by step to intervene m order to preservo tnew 
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proper rtRlilA to the varioo* strata of the af^ncullnral 
population The Tmal stape of till* proccM tros rrnclied in 
the surrey and Ktllemenl of 1013 CO In 17f0 bvt the record 
in the settlement witli the tlien Kaja of the namea of and the 
sumt payohlo b\ tlic old jagtrdarn the first step wos taken 
tonardf secunnp the holders of the nnder tenores rreale<I by 
llie Clicro llajaa Tlie*o tenures vrerr fmall) eloated into 
estates rather over 100 jears later in IKI^ In tlio Oorem 
mmt Kstatc tlie octnnl cultUatota of the kuI liad olrcad\ 
been secured by (he tatyattran sellleinenis of Mr J orltea 
and Mr Sunder so that in their rase llte last seltirmcnt 
came onltr on a rm^ion Outside the (lovrmment Ijitotc no 
detailed atepa liad lK*en taken to secure the culin'atoni m 
thetr iKildtnps (honph the Raja bad been o^Ijured an lonp apo 
as 167C to aalinf> tlie ruiyofa Tlie last selileinent marked 
the extension of tlic proledmp arm of Ooxrmmcnt IiCN’ond 
the and other middirtnrn to tlic actual 

cultivatoni of tlio soil tliroupliout the dlstnrt 

Aa tlio result of"tlw perrmolwm of the rolaniaii tenure iti-Troue 
Iwldert in 1605 to lieinp prxipHefora of eiUtes there ore 2^ P«yl"s 
rerenue pa\'inp estates in the irpMera of tho distrKl with 
728 separate account a papnp a rerenue of Ila 1 09 157 Tlie frre 
hiplicst rerenuo la paid b> the Sonpura cftato (fU 7^1) pwpc'^iw 
the Deopan estate (lU C071) ond tho Chainpor estate 
(Its 1 OM) Tlic total nuralicr of revenue^frec properties 
is 376 with 2GG se|taroto sccounte 

Tho Cbota Kappur bticumbercd Estates Act (Act VI of tjictimbfretl 
1670) has been cxtenMvcl> applied in this dintnet and at one 
time as much as 1 (V31 s<^uare miles or oncsthinl of tho 
dintrict was being administered under its provisions by the 
Deptfty CoTUimssioncr In tho old days before tho Act came 
into force oxeculho action used to be token bj tho local 
officers m Cliota Nogpur to savo tho estates of tlio old 
xamindart from the bankruptcy and disruption in-ith ^ihicb 
they were so often threatened Such action was originally 
taken to prevent the disturbances that were likely to follow 
on the ousting of the old families from their estates but 
afterwards It was somotimes taken in tbc interests of the 
tenants who found their ancestral landlords more to their 
liking than tho spoculators who succeeded to their 
interests In ralamaii tho Act lias often boon apphed to 
save estates from bankruptcy with bttle disrnmmaUon at to 
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the ongm of then pioprietois the properties of Brahmans, 
Bajpnts, Kayastlis, and ]3aniyas, w]io wcic comjiaiatively 
ne^'-comeis into tlic disliict, linve been piotedcd in this way 
In the laigei ostnles succession is luled by prnnogemtiire , 
but in the smallei estates it is not, and tliey aie thciefoie 
bound to disnitegj^itc lu Ibo coinse of time Many of the 
estates piotectcd were alicady so binall that tliey had a total 
icnt-ioll amounting to less than Bs 1,000 a year, and theie 
weie often huge nuinbeis of co-pailneis to be pio\ided foi 
At the time of wilting the nuinbei of estates managed undei 
the Act has been greatly i educed 
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CHAPTER XII 


CtMCPAL /\DMINISTnATIOW 

Pm kmkv i« A hnn r^ils tnn I ♦' ••otur r>f ili<* Apwi«iri»i 

pniml ir^l'tKt « An! fu\9 h'xxc i-» 1 r\Ji‘nt!M lo It »7»rT 

T1 f •nMm r n’^l ♦i-eIoj t\*« o »tir InlrtvJo'V.J m (Vin?>rr 

1^-1 ^^l n Ati ut!vin»^ •uWtvi inn ixa* hrtij 

quarirr* il I <vn » tin^ rf t! r ll r^<* rr^rnti** iLnrian 

rf Ihtqrtmtli aciI Mill'll li/cloJc llic 

jtmvliriK'n* »f llir jv tall n» ) il^^iar Ktfh 

llaltitrith (1 AnJno (]arti ohil Mtlina latir Hi'' inl of tlif 
cjj tnfl non 1 Imfj if tln^ otfrr *41 ipaiim** ilianA" an I lliA 
ftlirr ftrjtt«:*n P^'inr tUli r« rirn tilnt<“a Op rair ftl!Olll»wn 
Tin* n|yiV ifmiKl I tn ! r Om* mn -,>) rf ^h^ 

< rtninl* iiqafr rilio In* o ItC f ’ll »*tinc ‘f •«* JrpwtT 
I'nJlfvlnT Sill "I |a\n njlutrjrfilv ii IW Ini* Hit lt| Imp 0 r 
fhnO Oaff 111 till" n 'mint tr4iinn f tin Hifd* an I 
onrnml'nn*«l r*t*tr< nlilrli at pf«*<ri»i rvtPtiH ovrr 400 
i^qtnn* (iiili-* 1i<* i* A' iM^l l»> A tinriB'*rT anil aji A*Kiottni 
m'tija'*nr In tin m|wni»trn of ili«' (»o rnimrni l^laio 
rlilHi In* AM ofrn if ratlmr over *IjO * |iiiro mil'** lip u 
fl i*tr! Ii\ n imna &t ^tionn firttnnrlv a tlm Klia* 

TaluiMar valm »• ihiiv a rnl hIpj ul> mlirri r Hip prrairr por 
tjuji of OiP |tniU tp<l ftiinla m ll«n r Id^n na* ma^Io over to 
tli« cxrtitrol of llin Port* t I><*p3iliiiriit iti Oir ^rar I02t» only 
0 #^mall I irtnin in lyp^li^mij cm In ro\-nnc an area of IGJ 
Aqaan* milr* I* iimlpr iIm* Uircrt umnn nnent nf tli IVputy 
romtni loiipr iMtli a fuUirdmati' c tahliOmimi conMUtinR 
of OOP fofc<fpr four farr*l p»ar\*A and ri^lil \illn„r liradincn 
npjtnintM to I ‘Oil n furrul pwardii nir ri**t of llio |trotcctod 
ond tlir rc'nrvcd fornstH arc tmdrr llip rontrol of an Apfiatont 
ConiuTV'ator of 1 orcut T1 e cliauknian dejailnicnl is 
iiianapM 1 y n iiulMlcpulv col cctor under the aujicrviabn of 
the IVputy Coinnil noncr * 1*110 other hnl ofTiccrs arc tlw 
Supenntendent of Pohre tim Ci\il Buipeon ond Diatrict 
Fnpineer, Ohs lagl mentioned Wing on officer of tlie Dietnet 
Board 
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Wlieri the disiiict, was fiiaf. consiitnlctl m 1892-93 the 
leveniie under the main heads amounted to Ks 2,75,000 
By #1901-02 it had iisen to Bs 3,11,000 and to Bs 4,84,000 
m 1905-06, of which Bs 2,18,000 came fiom excise^ 
Bs 1,36,000 fiom land levenue, Bs 70,000 fiom cess, and 
Bs 49,000 fiom stamps In 1924-25 the collections amounted 
to Bs 14,76,101 of winch ovci Bs 10,00,000 came fiom excise, 
Bs 1,76,000 fiom land revenue, Bs 1,10,000 fiom local cess 
and Bs 1,27,000 fiom stamps 

“Excise”, wiote Mi O’Malley m 1907 m the fiist 
edition of the Ga/etteei, “ is the most iinpoitant soiiice of ' 
levenue ” This is tiner to-day than it was when the woids 
weie wntten When the distiict was .formed the excise 
revenue was rathci ovei Bs 11 lakhs Eiftecn yeais later, 
when Ml O’Malley wiote, it had nsen to just over Bs 2 
lakhs Eifteen years latei again it had nsen to about Bs 31 
lakhs By 1923-24 it was neail}' Bs 71 lakhs, and m 1924-25 
it was well over Bs 10 lakhs But fiom this it must not be 
assumed that theic has been a great incie.ise m the consump- 
tion of dunk Bather the contiary is the case, for wheieas 
twenty yeais ago theie was a licensed shop to eveiy 431 square 
miles and ever}^ 5,483 poisons, now', with an increased popu- 
lation, there is only one shop to every sixty square miles and 
every 8,943 peisons The people have theiefore less facilities 
for drinking than they had before, and the increase of revenue 
18 in accordance with the ideal of excise admimstiation which 
Government have steadily pursued, of combining a maximum 
revenue with a minimum consumption. 

The outstill s}j^tem is in force throughout the district 
There are 82 outstills for the sale of country liquor, yielding 
to Government in licence fees an income of about Bs 9 lakhs 
or nine-tenths of the excise revenue of the district Twenty- 
tw'o ganja shops yield hcence fees of about Bs, 39,000 and duty 
of about Bs 25 000 , and nine opium shops yield hcence 
fees of Bs 31,000 and duty of Bs ]6 000 The revenue 
deiived fiom the sale of the othei excisable articles is much 
less impoitant 

The total expenditure involved in the collection of this 
laige sum of money was only Bs 24,000 oi 2 3 per cent , of 
the total revenue The executive staff consists of an excise 
superintendent, an inspector, seven sub-inspectoi , and 
pmeteen peons 



Tlio collodion of lonil revenue row from lU 03 000 in land 
3692-03 to "Ri 69 000 in 10014)2 and to B« I^IOOOO in 
1005-00 In 1921 25 it vmfl Rn I 77 000 In tins year the 
current demand wan Rfi 1 09 000 Rs 81 000 of which 
reprcflontod the demand from the Government estate There 
ore 254 permancntlv settled cstatea with a revenue demand of 
Rs 25 000 and two tcmporanly settled estates with a demand 
of Rs 3 000 So far as can ho foreseen no further largo 
increaso can bo looked for under tins I cad except from the 
do\clopmcnt sjf the minemi rcsonrccs of tlie Oovcmincnt 
e^itatc 

In Pabmau the local cess is lev»el at tho maximum L«tl 
rate of one anna in the ru|)ee Tlio collections in 190i>-00 
were Rs 70 000 Tnentv yeara later in 19-24 25 thov had 
doubled viz Rs 1 40 000 the current demand for tho disfnct 
(excluding Ton pargnna) being R« 1^33 000 of which 
Rs 80 000 were due fmm 960 revenue pavnng estates and 
Rs 41 000 from 030 rovenue-freo properties The highest 
assessment is Rs 10 005 on tlio Untan estate Tlio balance 
vs-as doe from miscellaneous industries a ►cssctl under chapter 
^ section 72 of tlio Cess Act There ore 21 448 tenures 
assessed to cess with 13 003 shareholdwfs while the number 
of recorded sliardioldcrs of estates is 21 448 The cess of 
Ton pargana Is realised through tho Pepuly Ommiss mer 
of Ranchi Tins pargana had not boon revalued till roeonllv 
for over 25 jears liut on this occasion tho roinluation of Ton 
was made ns part of the rvinluotion of the rest of Polaman 
distnct Tlio total assessment of this pnrpnna now cornea 
to Rs 14 900 Tlio total current demand of the whole dis- 
tnct therefore amounts to Rs I^OOO plus Rs 14 000 or 
Rs 147 000 

TIio revenue from stamps rose from Rs 20 0(X) in 1892 93 SUmp*. 
to Rs 41 000 in 1901-02 and to Rs 49 0(>0 in 1005-00 In 
1024 25 It amounted to Rs 1237 000 of uhicli Rs 1 02 000 
uero obtained from the sale of judicial and Rs 25 000 from 
the sale of non judicial stamps Amongat tho former court 
fee stamps and among tho latter imprest stamps accounted 
for nearly tlie whole of the receipts 

Since the year 1923 income tax has been transferred to locomo-tax 
the (Central Government and is separatelv controlled by the 
CommiBBioner of Income-tax with headquarters at Ranchi 
The mcome-tox officer stationed at Gaya has jurisdiction over 
Ibis dishdot, 
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There are now three registration offices at Daltonganj and 
Husainabad The registration office at Lntehar which was 
openhd m 1904 was closed m 1908, but, o'^ing to the formation 
of the Latehar subdivision, it has very recently been reopened 
with the second officei as ex officio sub-iegistiar At 
Daltongan] there is a district sub-registrar who deals with 
the documents presented there and assists the Deputy 
Commissioner m supervising the work of the other sub-regis- 
tiais The following are the salient statistics of the two 
offices that existed in 1924-25 * 


— 

No of 
docnraents 
registered 

Kcoelpts 

Expondlture 



Rs 

Ra 

Daltongan] 

l,6^9 

9,144 

3,823 

Husainalad 

594 

2,197 

2,055 


Criminal justice is admimsteied by the Deputy Commis- 
sionei who has special powers under section 30 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code and by the sanctioned staff consisting of three 
deputy magistrates with 1st class powers, two deputy magis- 
trates with 2nd 01 3id class powers and one sub-deputy 
magistiate In addition, the officei m cbaige of the Govern- 
ment estate, who is now a sub-deputy collector and the 
chaukidan officei, who is also a sub-deputy collector, hear 
occasional crimmal cases There is no honorary magistrate 
at present Foi the Latehai subdivision there is the subdivi- 
sional officei with hist class and a sub-deputy magistrate with 
second class powers 

The cnmiual work of the district is incieasmg In the 
past, owing to the scattered population and great distances 
of the villages from the police-stations, numerous offences, 
especially in the south of the district, used to go unrepoited 
Aftei 50 yeais the people have come to regard the courts at 
Daltongan] as part of the established oidei of thmgs and, 
with the impiovement of communications, the habit of htiga- 
tiou IS gloving With the opemng of the Latehar subdivision 
the number of reported crimes and petty offences m the south of 
the district is likely to increase markedly Burglaries and 
thefts are the most common form of crime With the 
improvement of the pohce administration, the dacoities 



OEM:n.\L apmisisttutiov 


liit 

comnnttH b\ tlic Konvn^ on llio Sirjruja Itonlcr Imvc Hied 
doviTi (lionph no dtuh! ti'nii lli#* op|xtrlunil) (licv nroul'l 
qai kl\ nsun CntM« jw iwniin/, le x conimfin tljin it 
wft'. Till p.idrl\ nntl 1« h’>r\t'’ln nn cKToni|ianio<l l*v tlufix 
nnil xpi nols uhirli or"i i »tnlU rt iilt in niunltr Pul 

|1j<* jioopV* of I'oMmnu nr» not nMicl<*<l to wilcii muni* rn (o 
the Mine p>Lt<.nl llieir neijrhlKiiint iit I anrlit ilu-tnrl 

The Dtpulv roinitn inner \* rr iffi t ^ji1*on!nmte pnl^i CItII 
of the Hi tnr^ nnd ft de)nt\ inas* tn* ‘ft u 'e tel willii^tlce 
the |x>T\erH of n nih piH„e lie roinpJetei the preliminfirv 
ptapex of the riril fuiI-< nnd nniii lt»l uheji n aih 

ore Iron'feiT'd to the file of ll»c n|>»nnl nil» jndpe of Ilnnrln 
llarnrilnpli ami Pahtn.iti v'^lm lioMe tim Mitmps at Ihltonpanj 
throe or fonr timca a rnr nx neer il\ Tliiri ix a 

rnun<if at Dalioivaiij nitli the |wo\erx ot a Fiuall raiixe conn 
op to the mine of Itx 100 Bmro lannarx In haa been 
cmiw^erod to trv on^mal auitn up tu the valoc of iCa 1 000 
ontier the ordlnarj proecdiirt. He al<o OTcm"i'* the |)oiacrH 
of a jtlojHitN collector in dr ihnp t\ itli rent i?oita under tlu ( hola 
^^appnr Tenancy \ct Hinco the \c3r IWl lt\ wn> of nn 
oxi»mnicnt a dc|n3l) collector of the pencral hm. hex olfto 
been dixpoHnp of rent ^uita 

The hnd of tho polkc force in the ihrtnd is tho Distncl Toheo 
Snponntcndcnt Tor police puri>om*B the dixtnrt is dinded 
into tlireo inspectors circtes of which two Daltonpanj and 
Oarlnra aro in tho sadr subdmsion while tho l^alclmr inib- 
divuoon forms tho third \ fourth ins|>cclor is cniplo}cd 
in tlio conrt at Daltonpanj Tlio force inclndofl also a 
forpeant major 37 Bui^inpi>cctorB of wliom two arc 
oinplojod in tiro courts (Inrtj'Oiic wntcr and nino illiterate 
head constables and 20-t coiistahicfl llio polroo-stations 
tiro names of wlncli will bo found in Table I aro twenty in 
number There is a frohctman to ovtry 13 square miles 
and to c\cry 1 015 persons in tho distnct 

Watch and ward in tho villopcg is tho dut> of tlio 1 210 Vills^^o 
vlUapo cJiauHdars appointed under tiro Cliota Nappur Rural 
Pohco Act Tho tax assessed for this purj^oso on the Mllagcrs 
is collected by twenty fi\o tahstldars The pay of tho 
ehaubidars is between Re 3 and Ra C a month tho pay of 
tho groat majority being Rs 4 Nearly 200 of these also 
hold chakran lands but their pay la fixed Irrcspoctwo ot 
IhiB fact Thcro are also 80 ghatwols appointed imder Oiiiralj 
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the same Act, whose duty it is to guard 20 of the ghats or 
passes in which there is a fear of travellers bemg waylaid by 
robbers This system is a survival of the day when all the 
zamindars policed their own estates The number of the 
ghatwals is less than it was and the utihty of those that 
remain is not great The ghatwah fund, which has §n income 
of about Es 2,500 a year, is raised by assessment of 
those proprietors of estates and tenure-holders who hold their 
estates and tenmes on the express condition that they will 
provide for this service 

Jail The ]ail bmldmgs are situated to the east of the town, 

on the high ground near the railway In accordance with 
the recommendation of the recent Indian Jail Commission 
the district jail was reduced to the status of a subsidiary ]ail 
m 1922 The average jiopulation last year was just 
undei 10 under-tnal and just under 5 convict pnsoners The 
health of the jail population is generally good The 
stalf consists of two head wardeis, eight warders, and a clerk 
The Civil Surgeon is the superintendent and medical officer 
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CHAPTER XItt 


LOCAL SELF COVEmiMEHT 

TIn' ni*1nrJ rWwftl Tm« fina cMnltlinIinl »n 1000 when 
llip pm\i»iKMi« of tlie Ilonpnl Tjoco! 8t)f Oovrmrnrnt Art of Dumurr 
IfA** wore cxfc*n(!r<l to pAhmaa TJirrr wrrr Ull rrrrntfv 
twclvo momltcru of xv1>o?n Ore ^rre rx o/fno am! ^rv( ii nnmi 
^trd h\ G()v<rmmrnt Tlir firtit rlrrttmjn under the Rilwr 
nnd Onj»^ Amriidinent Net of Khil ucre held m 10'21 nnd 
lliere nre now twentr fi\e meinbern of wimm ei;;hleen oro 
to l»e oIer|<xI nnd nil nominnteO while t!>p rhairman niv) m 
nonr)inalc<I Tho police Hitiona form the eon«litm neicai wldrli 
nltim the clcrlod inrinlfern cxcepl that Kerb is rrmibmctl 
with nom nnd Tlnnha wifli ninndans m ^inple nmilitoenejcn 

Onffinallr tho Hoanl lunl nn Income of nlwMJt Jta 00 000 
ft rear and itt expmdhtiro wnn tii proporUon In l020-2t 
tlkj Bnanl ft totnl income exchidinjj oj^’ninc haKnrc \nift 
lift 2 02 000 of whicji onlj Rn 90 000 cime from local ceftft 
ftince tlie recent reri«lon !inwe\er the income from eewi han 
Increflftoil to Rn 1 41 000 In I92fL2l flic InHl Near for winch 
rompicle Information ni a\'oilahle rather o\cr Rft IJ InUia 
were recoived from Oo\cmmenl Rn 07 000 on n contnbntion 
for education and Rft 'L»/)00 for medienl relief whilo 
Rft 51 000 were reeeiroil for worka mostly thono in wliicli tho 
Iknrd acta oa tho agent for Government Another Ra 0 000 
were denved from poundfi and Rs 9 500 from fcrrlcfl On tho 
oUier lido of tho account (ho total cxpendituro charpcnblo 
to current inconio wan Rs 3^ 000 of wliicli Rh 1 48 000 
ttcro spent on cinl veorks (communications Rs 0-J 000 
bolIdinR* Rs 0 000 and water snpply Rs 5 000) Rs 40 000 
on odncatloa (prants-in aid Rs 10 000 pnrnary Rs 18 000 
middle Rs 5 000) and Rs 28 000 on medical roliof (lifwpitals 
Rs 274X)0) Tho Board maintained 25 miles of metalIo<l 
500 miles of uninotalled and 47 miles of villago roads 
/ It rnoiidained 3 middle vernacular 34 upiwr primoiy 47 lower 
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piimary, and ihiee othei-scliools and it gave grants-in-aid to 
three upper piimaiy and 230 lower primary schoole It also 
maintained nine and aided one dispensaiy 

The Distiict Board of Palamau has had an up-hill fight 
Its income has been small/and the cost of constiucting roads 
m a country full of hills and livers has been great A large 
part of its income and of the time of its staff has been spent 
in maintaining in a passable state of repair loads, budges, and 
buildings originally constructed foi economy’s sake of inferioi 
quality With increased income it is to be hoped that the 
existing works will in time be replaced by otheis more durable, 
so that moie money and attention may be available for new 
woiks 


liNioNs Theie is no Local Board in the disti’ct Theie used to# 

be two Unions under the Local Self-Goveinment Act, at 
Husamabad and Gaihwa, each with nine membeis In 
1923-24 Husamabad had a veiy small income, apart from 
opening balance, of Es 1,650, of Vvdiich Es 1,350 were spent 
on establishment Gaihwa, which had an income of Es 4,750 
including Es 3,600 from taxation undei section 118 of the 
Act, spent Es 2,050 on establishment and Es 2,200 
on village loads Gaihwa also had the advantage of the 
Gaihwa bazai impiovement fund, which is administered by the 
Deputy Commissioner 


Village These Unions have now become Union Boaids under the 

Act”*' Administration Act of 1922 , and there are similai 

Boaids also m the ruial aieas of Husamabad and Gaihwa, and 
m Daltongan] (2), Patan, and Haiiharganj police-stations 
The new Boaids consist of five elected and two nominated 
members apiece, and they exercise functions undei pai-t IV of 
the Act 


Dalton GANT 

MUNICIPALI- 

TY 


Daltongan] is the only municipality m the district It 
was constituted on July 1st, 1888 and the municipal committee 
originallj consisted of ten members, five c% officio and five 
appointed by Government The elective system was first 
introduced m 1913, and the fiist elections undei the new Bihar 
and Oiissa Municipal Act (Bihar and Oiissa Act VH of 1922) 
weie held in 1923 The committee now consists of fifteen 
membeis, of whom 12 aie elected (2 hy each of the 6 wards), 
and 3 nominated, the chaiiman being in elected non-ofBcial 
The area within municipal limits is 3^ square miles, and the 



pnpiilnlion 0ftl7 of uIhkd 1 710 or 178 per rrnT bm mJc- 
|tBVfrH (l>c niunioljwilil^ \vn< fii t conplttnlwl tlio 

avrm«c inromo xxob mlbcr alnxc unil tliL nvempo rxi»cnditiiro 
mllirr \ic\ov: lU '• 000 a \t‘nr Tn 1020 21 there vrm n total 
litronie cxchidtiip op< ning balaiicr of 1 h 80 000 of \\hicli 
11 b 7*8 000 ramc from Okj market* Its II 000 from ratcn nnd 
iBxrB and Kp fl,tt00 from cnni« TIh 3 mcidenro 
of taxation per Iw^d of tlie popnlatwn wna lie 1*0-10 bh 
coin|tircd xMtli the provirtrial ar<'r»;»c of He 1 14 I hut the 
tnnninpal incnjiie diKtnhutctl aiinm^ tlie )io|mlalinii pave enrli 
|ier/m lU 8-1111 an eompairtl with the pmnmrial axrrapc 
of Rb 2 13-0 TIk* tax patera of Dalton^onj are in fart far 
more fn\*rvarahlv intnated than tlrf»e of box oilier niunieipalitx 
tn lltc proxiiice 

0 fortunati ninimni vui at liona iKmnt 

k 

For thin they liavc U\ thank tlte (»o\eniinent for liandmp over 
to the niuninpahtj the income from tlie latrjtr PerhOtial tax 
la Icnetl at the rale of 5 I»ef cent of l!>e naw^^ees itieomea 
nnd 0 pLf rent on the animal vnloe of jmlihe huildtnpa lalnno 
tax ond tvatcr rate are oluo lcne«1 nnd ^ml) huina ore reahxcti 
(mm tolla from taxes on onmiala and \rhtrlra nnd on eertan 
pmfnccinna and tradea The total eX|Mi)nilure fur the anniu 
year came to Ra 01 000 of txliirli Ra 12 000 utre apent on 
roads and a nmilar BUin on maintaining the Ivoapilal Ra 8 000 
on eonsemmex ond Ra n rVHlcacIion xx-ater hupplv and cduca 
tint! Water la supplied to the (own from the bed of tlic nxer 
KolU It la pnmpol up from tlwir pmnpinp alatton h> tho 
F«aat Indian RaiU'ov Company nnd mi[*plied hy tlicm to tho 
(oxvn at llw rate of 2 nnnaa per 1 000 pnlbna \t prewent a 
arhcnic is under contemplation for inrrea^np the cap»icity of 
the pump^ and providing a aettlinp tank in order to irpulalo 
and pnnfy the anpply A further occount of tlw tovni xxtII bo 
found m diapter W 

Tlie non Mulmnimadan rural population of the difltrKtnrMtrwarrA 
returns a reprcaenlativo to tho Provincial Council Tho non 
Mulmmnuidana of Diltonganj Mun!cip.ihfy arc induded in ancocaciL. 
iiriun conatituenoy xduch includes oil tho muiucipnhttcs of tho 
Clwto Nngpur Dinmon TIio MnlumimadaiiB both rural nnd 
urban aro included in tho Muhammadan constituency of Ciiota 
Nagpur 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


EDUCATION. 


LiTKEA-or. Accoiding lo tlic census of 1921 theie wcic in the distiicl 

of Palaraau 20,302 peisons, 19,239 males and 1,063 females, 
who weie htciate, i e , capable of writing a letter to a fiiend 
and 1 cadmg the reply Out of these 20 ,302 pei sons , 1 ,355 were 
hterate m English This means that, neglecting all childien 
of under fnc yeais of age, only 32 persons m the distric^ 
out of every 1,000 were hterate Pahmau is m fact the most 
illiteiate distiict m the piovmce except Angul, for which the 
corresponding figure is 30 The figures for the other distncts 
of the Chota Nagpur division aie given in the margin In 

Palamau literacy is most 
common m Daltonganj thana 
(6,022), Husainabad (3,860), 
Garhwa (3,397), and Patau 
(3,011), which togethei account 
foi foui -fifths of the literate 
population of the distnct The 
number of hterate persons m 
the district has doubled itself in the last 20 years, foi the 
number of literate persons m 1901 on a lower qualification was 
only 11,851 Neveitheless the pi ogress of education is 
regrettably slow The villages m many parts of the district 
are small, remote, and difficult of access the people aie 
largely of aboiiginal descent, poor, ignoiant, and indifferent 
to the education of their children These conditions aie not 
conducive to the rajiid spread of education 


No of litorato porRoim por millc of 
population ngod 5 and over 


Hazanbagli 35 

Eaucln 40 

Mnnbbura 69 

Singhbbuni 45 


Educational 

institutions 


In 1891-92, when the distnct was first constituted, there 
were in Palamau 109 schools, mcludmg one high school,- 2 
middle vernacular, 76 vernaculai, and 36 pnvate, with a 
total of 2,814 pupils. Ten years later the District Board was 
constituted and in the followmg year, i e , 1901-02, there were 
273 schools with 7,217 pupils, the inciease bemg mostly m 
piimary schools which had incieased m number to 248 with 
a total of 6^627 pupils. Ten yeais later again, m 1911-12, 
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Ihf Mnt tiumlwr r*f Kltorttn wa^ willi fi Iniil of P7in 
jmpN In IW'i 2^ ll»<* nnml»rr nf in tiinlKm* liail fnllfn <o 
lo i» Hrrtraw* in llif* tianiWr nf unt1«*r 

llw Iranffnl mflarnrc* nf n«n-ert4»firfali*)ii Inil llir iimtil*rT of 
Ijjfl Ui In n^mg to tin' 

of nnn>oo.o|rTatwm »nfJ iIk’ rrm|»t of furtlirr p^anl^ fnmi 
OoTrrtiftinjt, niucatrm nirtmlol imnr* u mt* an»I l»\ IWI 2*i 
ttrt* foiol nomlKT of rrrr>j,n{rr»I MikrviU liw! n*^i to 1^*1 i»nrl 
nf pomU Ift y*^/j Tl»i» p'o* an otrri^^r of onr to 

t\TTj 10 i«]usrr inilr« ar>4 of I'Opil to rv-h iu*lton! 

TIjfrr i« A Oo^rtTitriffi! Iilpl* 1 tf»r rilU 

•-"iKtol at Dillmifjanj ^itli o\rf Noi* roa^linj* in it Tlirte 
ftrr -I for Iwxa clW l»v (to\rniinrnt 

\rflfi a lot*! of vVl |iup{a at l>4!lon;:anj Huunufvl 
tisrltwa and ''•r'r t ntaii Tlwir air nl*o 4 mnUlc Vrtna 
rnlar arI>oo1* for Un* inanaj.M 1*^ iIk* Ikunl vpilli 

pup!U in all at Hanlmrvani HaliUnispir Iti ranitior oni! 
JjT^luranj kIuIc Dalum^ranj mulli^{■allt^ maiiifTa one frJi *4 
of l!>w dromplKHi ^li!i o^rr 100 !«)* 

In IWI i» llfofr n«-fr <2 laiina/r an! 427 lonrr |vtm«r^ 

iminiry kIk«!i for tuna uitli a total «*f 12 OiO | tj|nl« Miont 
iinlf of IlfoK' ^rir oidM oiM^ < 4 uaf 1 rr inanarnl bim! Ilir 
tmiatiutip quarter uiiaidcfl Mint of the upjtrr om! wtnr nf 
flo* I<mrr jintiiiry ^rlinnl* arr l)ou«nl in boiWInca proMdrJ 
for Ilia jHiriov IIm' rrnl nir cenrrallv l«r| ! in |ln» lumM of 
Kunr liif* man in iJjc \ilLa;:e Fintt «u nii^Iit wrtv 

olfMfi open 'Mill |«iiTili Tlir\ ate otirncIM \t\ and 

rlilUrm iiKwlly low raitc wlnion rinpbi^rd diintm tin; dav 
to rrcrlvc m^lnnlion in iho llirro H «» rra JiUf, untm/ 
and aritliiartic 

In llie oamr )rar tlim* wrro Ino gum traniini, iMlunlH at Tralnlon 
llehLa ond fialUarwa with 17 imjdli* in nwli Hie fltudrntB*cl«^ 
undergo a one or two jeore training ■cnH'duiK to 
Dcalinna during, the ctmroo tlir\ receux i»li|*n<l« of from 
Ita 7 to ]{« 0 0 inontli, olfo ommling t^ tlinr qualifjcatlonn 
end wlien it is over tlicj Itecomo eligible to bcownc tcarlicrs 
Dt pnmarj ecliools There wbb elw b Mnlmnunodan teaclicre 
training ^jool ot Ualtongan; om) tivo Snnulrit to!*, ono at 
Paltonganj and one at Amrua 

There were C2 jinniorj acliools for i,irla \ntlj 1 filfl ihijuIb qj . 
There were also 429 giils ■ttcndiiig boyn schools Iherc isichl^ 
ea }ot DO IniUlutioQ for treiniog girls ab'^vo Iho primary stage 
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Hosteli 


Educflhon 
by religion 


Innpocting 


There ib a liostel nif ached fo the zilla Rchool at Dairon- 
gnnj Hoalels are attached also to the Huddle vernacular 
fichools, except at Lesliganj, to the two qiiru tiaining rcIiooIb, 
and to tlie Muhammadan training Bchool. 

The latest figuics available show that there weie ] 1,322. 
Hindus (including 22G mcinbers of the depressed classes), 
2,558 MiihammadanB, 733 Christians, and 650 aboriginals 
attending school In other w’ords 74 per cent of the jiupils 
w'ere Hindus and 17 per cent Muhammadans as the propor- 
tions of Hindus and Muhammadans to the total population 
of the district aie 84 and 0 respcctnelv, it will be seen that ' 
relatively the Muhammadans arc by no means behindhand m 
the matter of education •'* 

The educational inspecting staff of the distiict consists of 
a district inspector and 6 siib-inspcctois of schools •' 

The crying educational need of the distiict at the present 
time 18 more and still moie primary education, in order m 
particular to enable the cultivators to read their rent receipts 
and the rccord-of-ngbts. 
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CHAPTER XV 


GAZETTEER 

Allnigtr. — A villapo inlualcd in tlic cxircmo nortli-taal 
of (Iio HiBtrict fi milcfl (nwt of Tliuwinnitad Tlw village 
contains a small fort of wliich the followhip description is 
given in the Annnal Iteport of tlio Arclurolfigftail Sorvey 
Bengal Cirrk* for lOOS^l — This fort fa called by ttio 
Mllagcra Itolulla Killa and its erection is ascnliod to a certain 
Miiwifi Khan wliosc real name was pcrliaps Muraffar Khan 
altliough I do not know whidi person of that title is meant 
Tlic fort certainly is of a late period and ver> likely built by 
R Muharnniadan It stands on a small hill north-east of Uis 
Milage Its sltapo Is roctongular with a s^juaro chamber in 
eadi comer Tho walls inside mcasoro 65 feet 8 mdies by 
45 feet in inches aud G> feet 8 indies outside between the 
comer rooms Tlio latter measure 18 feet by 19 feet 3 indies 
outside Inside are 5 ardied nidics in each n^all some of 
wliidi nro open Stairs led to tlio roof ubich was protected 
b\ loopholed battlements In tlio inner court is a square 
uell and another ono is a Uttlo below on the eastern slope of 
tite bill with a vaulted tunnel leading to it Tho walls are 
^ iiioile of stones mixed with concreto and bneks The build 
ing IB in rums but does not call for Bn> repairs as it is of 
\ory little ardupobgical or architectural interest 

•Amhir Tapps — A tappa subordinato to Tappa Untari 
situated in the west of the distnct It adjoins Tappa Untari 
fit the north-east comer of the biter 

Bslumsth — A revenue Utana conterminouB with Tori 
Pargana in tlie soulli-cast of the district It contams the 
junsdictions of 2 police etalionB viz. Balumath with a 
population of 4G 766 and Ciiandwa with a popubtion of 20 703 
Tl>e junsdiciion of Baluraatli police station is of irregubr 
slmpe and actually touches the Bnnchi road west of Lateliar 
In Balumatli village which Is accessible by road from Cbandwa 
(12 miles), tliere is an inspection bungalow 
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Baresanr Tappa. — tappa in the south of the district’ 
consisting of a small valley, traversed by the Bar we nver and 
forming a complete basin surrounded by lofty forest-clad 
hills There are only 7 villages m the tappa of which the 
most important is Baresanr, a Government village with a 
forest bungalow and formerly a pohce outpost The forest 
road from Lat and the Distiict Board road from Gam converge 
at this point, from Baiesanr a road goes south to Mahuadanr. 

Bari Tappa. — A. large tappa in the centre of the district, 
lying on the east bank of the Koil and the north bank of the 
Auranga It contains much broken and hilly ground in the 
south, whence numerous streams flow into the Auranga 
Baltongan] is situated in this tappa, and the Banchi road 
passes through the middle of it It includes 77 villages of the 
Government Estate 

Barkol Tappa. — A tappa on the south-westein boundary 
of the district along the light bank of the Kanhar river It 
IS a hilly, jungly tract of great natural beauty, including the 
high plateau of Sarwat A bazar of some local importance 
18 held at Bargarh on Sundays, but this bazar, like others in 
this part of the distiict, has lost much of its business owmg 
to the closing of the door of Sirguja 

Belaunja Pargana. — {See chapter XI) This pargana 
forms a long strip of broken, hilly country, varying from 10 to 
12 miles m breadth, between Palamau Pargana on the 'south 
and the Son on the Porth It is bounded on the west by 
Mirzapur district of the United Provinces and on the east by 
the Boil, but Khaira Tappa is on the east bank of that river. 
Until 1871 the pargana belonged to the distiict of Gaya The 
Dema or Sonpura estate extends over the greater part of it.. 

Bhandaria. — A village 18 miles as the crow flies south of 
Banka It is the headquarters of a police station, the juris- 
diction of which is bounded on south and west by Sirguja, and 
contains less than 9,000 persons The new railway will 
eventually pass close to it 

Bhaunathpur. — A police station 10 miles east-north-east of 
Untaii The jurisdiction of this police station lies in the 
angle between the Son and Koil riveis, it includes a popula- 
tion of 69,000 peiBoiis. 
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Blir«mpur— A vnia;;)] ultantwl 10] nnlcR north-ciiat of 
Oarhtva niM 5 milcM from Oorhtva Ktxid «la(>on The 
Mllapo" In nliich a mnrVct in hoM on Sunrlnyn in an imporlant 
contrt* for local Irode It ronUinn a police Ptntion and ft 
middle ^cm3culftr nclioo! It coutninn nlco llic rwidenco 
or garh of a Ilahtian fnmiK winch Incca Inck iln drnccnl (o 
the Mahflrajfin of I’nlnmau llio founder of the family beinc 
Nirpal Ilai n hmthcr of 7*1 Kinhnn Tl«i who held away otor 
Patamau ftbcml H&O OkjckJ lUl the wn of Nirpal lUi 
B^aJntcd the Ilnlich in the capture of the Pftbmaii foHa m 
177J end anollver member of the fatniK Plinranl nuklmh 
Pni rendered ftood nemre In <|uelhnj: the Kol rebellion in 
Ifini Tlie prrnenl head of the fainil) in Baba Nogcnhvnr 
BaUinli Bai 

Ohainpur. — A village nitoated 2 milen went nonlh went of 
l>alloiiganj It in one of llic largent vilbgen in the dintnct 
with a popablion of 0 03n and llw centre of a connidcroblo 
trade dent or coane earpeii and braM utenmU aro manofoc 
tared (here A market in held on 8iturdo\n 

Qiainpor contains the mlnn of an old fort and ia tlio 
rcnldencc of the indnentiai famiK of (ho Tliaknirais of Clialn 
pur wlw arc dcArcndanta of the Diwann of the Chero diiefa 
and Imvo on inan> cnmnionn dinpLn>04l great |Hjbhc opinl and 
Im-alt) to Oovcnimcnt Tlio fomih l>clfingn to tho Snnvar 
aept of Chandrabann Itajpuln in full Chhatn Chandmbannl 
floum and its prc«cnt bend la a minor Tlmlnirai Brijdco 
J»ftrayiin Singli Ho traren back his descent to ]^ja 
Pohnanan Singh who left tho onccntral homo at Surpur 
oboal 300 inilen south went of Dcihr took semeo under tho 
Emperor and liecame n commander of tlio imperial forcea 
TTin son Samndhar Singh migmteil to tho Shahabad dintnct » 
wlierc lio ivan put in clmrgo of tho foiircnn of nobtangnrli and 
obtained a grant of (ho/o/uAitr of Dhnudaiu' and Tilolbu Ho 
built a fort for him&clf nt Elmudanr and was succeeded by 
Maklmin Singli allot Deo Sabi who gave aholtcr to tho Cliero 
cliiof Bhagwat Bai when fljing before tho Fmperor a forces/ 
Thakurai Puran ^lol tho non of Deo Bahi accompamed 
BhagAv-at Rai to Palamau ond naslstcil him in its conquest tho 
agreement between them being tliut in return for hia services 
tho Tliakiiml and bin dcsccmlanta sliould Imj tho sarlmTahKaTS 
of Palamau i e he givon autlionty to manage tlio country and 
should also have solo power to select ita Itajoa from among 



i78 CHAINPUR — CHANDWA — CHHATTARPUR. 


the descendants of Bhagwat Bai This power they continued 
to exercise until the Biitish conquest, and dunng the period 
of Chero nile then influence was recognized by the Mughal 
goveiTiment, which confeiied on the heads of the house the 
honoui of a place neai the imperial thione and also made 
them seveial pgir giants, farinans of the Emperoi Alamgii, 
Muhammad Shah, and Eanukhsiyai making these giants aie 
still 111 existence One of the most famous of the line was 
Thakurai Amai Singh who in 1721 headed a rebelhoii against 
the ruling chief, Eanjit Eai, defeated him m battle, and set 
up Jai Kisliun Eai in his place Amai Smgh is also said to 
ha\e defeated the Pmdaiis dunng one of their raids on the 
bordeis Of Palamau, and Ins descendants still possess a 
iiaKkara oi kettle drum which he took from them On his 
death dissension again broke out, Thakuiai Sainath Singh 
being treacherously put to death by the Baja , and his cousin, 
Jainath Smgh, theieupon collected an army with which he 
defeated Jai Kishun Bai near Chetma hill and, the latter being 
shot in the fight, iilaced Ohitrajit Bai on the gaddi in 3764 
When the Bntish conquered Palamau, the Thakuiais lost the 
position of Diwans and viitual kmg-makeis, but gave loyal 
aid to the Government In the Siiguja campaign of 1802, 
the eldest son of Thakurai Bam Bakhsh Smgh accompanied 
the Biitisb tioops, m the Kol lebelliou of 1832 Chhataidhaii 
Smgh lendered good service and pei son ally took part m a 
fight at Latehar, and m the Mutiny of 1857 Baghubai 
Dayal Smgh gave valuable assistance to Goveinment which 
was atknou lodged by an ina m-i-](igif' ^lant of 26 villages, a 
Ihillnf, and the title of Bai Bahadui The title of Baja was 
confeiied as a peisonal distinction upon the father and also 
^the grandfathei of the piesent piopneloi The aiea of the 
estate IS 395 squaie miles 

Ghandiva. — A Milage on the Bancln load, 57 miles fiom 
Paltonganj. which contains the headquaiteis of the police 
station of that name m the south-east corner of Ton Paigana 
The jwpulation of this juiisdiction is 20,703 There is an 
inspection bnngalou in the Milage 

Chhattarpur. — A Milage 28 miles noith of Baltonganj on 
tile Haiihatgau] load, at the point where it is joined by the 
10 id fi-om Hiisunabad It is the headquarteis of a police - 
stition with a jKqnilation of 37 7R'l ]>eifaon8 



Chhochhari Tappa — A tnpp<i fntjwtod in fho extreme 
noutli of llio district consisting of n iarpo mllc> doped in on 
ever} side b\ hills On (he nortli is n spar ertnmed by the 
nnciont fort of Taniolgarh which is said to have been built by 
( 1 m 3 Rnksol Rfljpuls below this is a narrow gorge through 
wliicli tlie w1h)Ic drainage of the rollcy c»capcs b> the Buriir or 
Barwc nver On the sooth ore the hills which divide Palamao 
from the Barwc in Banchi distncl The lulls on the east ore 
CTowne<l l»y the plateaux of Nclorlmt and Pnkripat and tho« 
on the west by tlie Jaraira Pat platcan in Sirguja Tlio Tal!c\ 
lias a radius of nboot 7 miles and presents the oppearnneo 
of n great Iwwl of which tlie aides are almesi perpendicular 
It seems probable that this vnllcy most once liavc l>ccn a lake 
It contains n number of viWages the property of the Bliaiyn 
Saluh of Chhechliarr 

DaltongonJ. — TTeadquarters of the district situated in 
21 and 81 4T on the Koil nver The population was 
5^7 in 1001 in 1011 it wtis 7 170 and in 1021 it Imd nsen 
to 0^17 Tlie area of the town is 3] square miles Dalton 
ganj was founded on Ooicrnment land in the \<r\T 1801 b) 
Colonel Dalton Commissioner of Clioln Nagpur after whom it 
was named the name is however commonlv cormpted Into 
Laltcngsnj It ts the (ermmas of a hmneh line running sooth 
from Barun or Son East Bank on the Grand Clrtird of tho East 
Indian Bailway this iinc Is now being earned further south 
beyond Daltonganj to meet tho Central India Coolholds railway 
at Darwadih Tho toivn is also tho focus of tho road system of 
tlie distnet It contiuns the nsool public offices hospitals and 
a small jail it oontoms also a large market the property of 
Government which Iiowei*cr mokes oior tho income denved 
from it to the municipality Diltongnnj is well drained and 
lienlthy though liot It is well provided with roads lined 
with aNcnues of teak mango and cork trees TIio water supply 
is denved from tho bed of tlio KoH whence it is pumped by the 
railway compaiij under on agreement onginally mad© in 1904 
ofl explained in chapter XHI Tlie town is a centre of local 
trade and its importance has increased with tho development 
of the Inc trade Tlie market day is Wednesday Daltonganj 
is now outgrowmg the Government “villQge m which it was 
onginally founded in particular a number of lac factories have 
been erected in pnratoly-owned villages ontsi^o tho municipal 
boundary A number of aies for residences have recently 
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been provided m land by the jail which is no longer required 
by the Jail Department 

Opposite Daltongaii] on the west bank of the Koil is the 
village of Shahpur, in which Gopal Eai, the Baja of Palamau, 
built a palace at the end of the 18th century Shahpur 
stands on a high tiaot of land and the iniined palace, the white 
temples and other "masonry buildings, and the medley of red 
loofed huts emboweied m trees present a picturesque view 
from Daltongan] A neaiei view of the palace is disappoint- 
ing, for uhat looks m the distance like an imposing edifice is 
seen to be a tawdiy half-fimshed building of no architectural 
merit 

/ 

Deogan. — A village situated in the north-east of the 
district It contains the lemains of an inteiesting old Cheio 
foit, and it is said that it was once a flomishiug town with 
52 streets and 53 bazais The village has given its name to 
a toppa and also an estate, extending ovei 327 squaie miles, 
the gieatei poition of which foims a compact block in the 
noith-east coinei of the distiict The estate was till recently 
managed under the provisions of ihe Encumbeied Estates Act, 
but has now been released in favour of Dulhin Janki Kuer, 
widow of the late propiietoi It appears that one Bhaiat Bai 
formerly held Chakla Deogan, which comprised 353 villages, 
ns a maintenance giant from the Maharaja of Balamau and 
vhen he vas lulled by some Saiwai chief in the couise of a 
feud, it level ted to the Mahaiaja in default of a male hen 
The estate hanng been thus lesmned, was given as a main- 
tenance grant to Sugand Bar, a nephew of Jai Eishun Bai, 
Mahaiaja of Palamau, in addition to 74 villages aheady held 
b} him, and from him has descended to the present propiietoi 

Dhurkl. — A village 12 miles south of Nagar Untaii, 
near the junction of Miizapm and Sirguja, in which a large 
market is held on Fridays 

Durjag Tappa. — A tappa m the south of the district, 
bounded on the vest by the Koil iivei and on the south and 
east by reserved foiests . It is one of the most beautiful parts 
of the district, consisting of a small valley suiiounded b} foiest 
clad lulls Government ovns 23 villages with an aica of 
60 square miles In the centre of the toppa is a large lulj 
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called Kandi the scene of llio worsldp of tlio splnt called 
Darjagia Deota which has boon described in chapter III the 
officiating Baiga resides m (ho nlluge of Hamomanr 

Duthu Tappa. — A hilly fbppa in tho soutli v,c8t of the 
district inhabited chiefly by Omons A range of liilJs, 
forming a sort of plateau, mna from south west to north-east 
throDgh the (appa of nliich tho most prominent peaks aro 
Bijka with a dome-hko crest forming a landmark for many 
miles round Hnrta Dliagi nod Nauka — all olTsIioota from the 
Galgal Pat 

Qarhwa — A towm situated on tl>e Danro n\or 0 miles 
west of Qarhwa Itoad milnny station and 19 miles nortli-wcst 
of Daltonganj mth whicli it is connected bj an nnbndged 
road The population at tbo 1021 census vvlien it was treated 
hs a town was 0 020 onl} just liclon that of Daltonganj 
Tlie town contains a police station dispensary Distnct I^rd 
bungalow and middle hiiglisli school rorraorly it was a 
municlpalit> and a bcncli of Iionororv magistrates sat Jiere 
but these Iiave been abotialied long ago For some }ears 
the town was administered as a union under the Local Self 
Qoremraent Act and it is now n union under the Village 
Administration Act Notable improiements liave I^n 
effected m the market by means of a fund known as the 
Garliwa Barar IniproTeinent Fond whicIi represents 10 per 
cent of the income derived by the proprietors from their annual 
settlements of the barar Owing to the development of the 
Iflc business the annual aeUtenient rose to over Ha 45 000 m 
the years before 1024 wlien the nval baxar at Bohia was 
ojicncd but since then it and with it the mcome of the 
improvement fund has declined fo little more than half of what 
it vms before The propnetors of tlie barar are tenure-holders 
under the Bhaiya Sahib of Untan and Government is 
mterested to tho extent of 9 annas Tlie Deputy Commis- 
sioner is the trustee of tlie fund and tho works of improvement 
are executed by the Distnct Board AUbough Garbwa is no 
longer the cleanng Iwose of Uie trade of Birgnja it is ^11 by 
for the most important market west of tlie Koil Lao oU 
seeds hides and ghi ore collected here for export the chief 
imports are food grains brass vessels cotton piece goods, 
woollen goods salt kerosene oil tobacco spicee etc 
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The toAATi IS sunonnded on thicc sides by the Danio and 
Saraswati iiveis, and is said to deiive its name fiom the fart 
that it is built on low giound 

Garu. — A village on tlic south bank of the Koil, 16 miles 
south of Keih, which is the headqiiaiteis of a police station 
with a population of 6,806 and of a ciiclc of the Government 
estate The countiy m this aica consists chiefly of hill and 
jungle and the population is spaise Tt is intended to build 
a budge acioss the iivei at this point which will give access 
to the ,Gai u and Mahuadani {lianas at all times 

Goawal Tappa. — A lappa situated in the centre of the 
district, along the vest bank of the Eoil The tiact comprised 
within it IS undulating and biokcn up by numerous streams, 
which use fiom the hills to the south and flow noithwards into 
the Koil, iiiigating the iice fields through which they jiass 
It IS traveised by two loads leading fiom Daltonganj on the 
east and Banka on the south to the town of Gaihwa. It 
contains 26 Goveinment wllages vith an aiea of 10] sqnaie 
miles 

Haidarnagar. — A wllage situated in the noith-east of the 
distiict, on the little used Gaihwa-Baiun load, 5 miles south- 
west of Japla lailway station The wllage was founded m 
the 18th ceil tiny by Saiyid Nabi Ah Khan, the son of Nawab 
Hedayet Ah Khan, aftei his fathei had founded Husainabad 
It IS pioiaded with a railway station and a dispensary, and 
a large market is held on Tuesdays 

Hariharganj. — A village 43 miles north of Daltonganj, 
on the only road available for wheeled traffic into Gaya 
district It is right against the Gaya border and adjoins the 
village of Maharajganj in that district It is the headquai ters 
of a pohce-station with a population of 18,963 It is still 
an important malt on the road to Auiangabad and Palmeiganj 
railway station, but not so important as it was before the 
opening of tlie railway There is an inspection bungalow m 
the village Here is the home of the descendants of Udwant 
Earn Kanungo, the story of whose tragic end is related in 
chapter II 

Herhanj. — A village in the north-east coiner of Balumath 
thana, where an important market is held on Sundays There 
IS a’ gliaticah bungalow m the village, which hes half way 
between Panki and Balumath 
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Huwintbad —A village in tlie extreme north-cast comer 
of the distnet, near llio bank of the Son and opposite the 
fort of Bohtas in Shalwbad The population of the town at 
tlie last census was d,802 It was a union under the Local 
Scif-Govemniont Act and is now one under the Village 
Administration Act It is the headquarters of o police-station 
The place wliidi is so namctl after Husain one of the grand 
sons of tlie rropbet was founded in the early part of the IStli 
conturj by Jsawob Sai}id Hedajcl All Klian Deputy 
Ooipmor of BHiar and father of the author of the Satr nf 
Muiakhann DcRccndants of tlie Nawnb still reside hero 
It was built on the site of tlio old village of Japla Dinara 
and tlie mihray station la known os Japla The Japla cement 
works are at Doorin on the bank of the Son about 3 miles 
from Husainabad 

Hirtar— \ nlbge in tlie angle formed bv the Koil and 
Auranga rivers which gi'es its name to the Hutar coal6eId 

Jtlpur. — A village 0 miles due east of Patan polree-stntion 
which contains the garh or fioasc of the propnetor of the 
Dcogan estate A bazar is hold in the adjacent Tillage of 
Nowa (q T ) on Tuesdays 

Japla — The ancient name of Husainabad (q v ) rs also 
the name of the small pargana winch hes along the bank of 
the Son in tlie north-east comer of the district The evidence 
of the inscriptions mentioned ot the beginning of chapter H 
suggests that it was originally the headquarters of a Kharwar 
chieftain Tn the time of Slmh Jnhan Japla pargana is 
mentioned os one of Ihofo included m the jagir of the 
commander of Hohtnsgnrh nnd the name occurs also in Todar 
ifall a rtmt roll in the Atn t tkhbari Tlie pargana was 
transferred to Palomau from Gaya district in 1871 

Kanrf. — A village 3 miles south west of Sonpura in which 
many of tiio persons expropiiated by the 10^ flood were 
settled A dispensary is being built there and it is intended 
io build also a District Board bongalow and to construct a rood 
from Muhammadganj ferry 

KeohkI — A village in the extreme point of the angle 
formed by the Loil and Atrrenga nvers containing a forest 
bungalow and cloae to the Aoranga bndge Ite present 
importance is due to the fact that the bamboos which are 
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removed from the Government forests are caited to this point 
and floated down the Koil from here At certam times Kechki 
IS therefore the scene of considerable activity 

Kerb. — A village 10 mrles south of the Amanga bridge 
contammg a police station and a forest bungalow The Hutar 
coalfield and laige tracts of reseived foiest aie included m 
the jmisdiction of this police station, the population of which 
at the last census, when it was still mnocent of any railway 
or coal mine, was 16,200 only 

Khaira Tappa. — A tappa m Belaunja pargana but lying 
east of the Koil The name is doubtless taken from the 
Khan a Pahai standing m the village of the same name, a most 
conspicuous hill which forms a landmaik foi many miles 
round 

Kot. — A village adjacent to Ijeshganj and also a tappa, 
situated m the centre of the district, on the south bank of the 
Amanat and mcludmg some of the richest land in Palamau 
It includes a number of villages m the Government estate 

Kumandih. — A conspicuous lange of lulls and a block of 
reseived foiest m the Latejiar range, about 12 rmles west of 
Latehar The highest pomt of these hills is 2,530 feet above 
sea level 

Kutku. — A village wheie the Koil turns noith and forces 
its way tlirough the lulls There is a forest bungalow heie, 
with a fine view up and down the river 

Ladi. — A village in Daltonganj police-station, 4 miles 
south-west of the town It contams the garh of Kuar Ambika 
Prashad Singh, who succeeded his father, the late Eai 
Bahadur Amaidyal Singh, as proprietor of the Ladi estate 
m 1925 The family, who aie Biswen Bajputs, clami to be 
descended from a junior bianch of the Manjhauh K^j family 
of Gorakhpur distiict, and to have come to Palamau in the 
second half of the 18th century where they rendered various 
services to the Maharajas of Palamau 

Lat. — A village in the Government estate, 8 miles west of 
Mundu on the Kerh-Gaiu load, and 4 miles north of the Koil 
It contains a bungalow of the Koiest Department, and is' 
connected by loads of the same depaitment with Mundu and 
with Baresanr 

Latehar. — A village in the Government estate, 41 miles 
fiom Daltonganj on the Eauchi load, with a population of 
884 Since 1924 it has been the headquaiteis of a subdivision, 
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which inclades the Balnmatli Clmndwa Lratchar Kerb, 
MAboAdanr and Qani polite stations containing a total 
population of 147 667 Tho mbdivisional bmldinga conawt of 
a court bouse and office a sub jail a Subdivinional Offi^ s 
residenco^ and quarters for tho elatT Tiio village contains 
also a police^tation a tahtU office of the Qo\emment estate 
a District Board bungalow, a disponsar) and a post office 
A telegraph office will sliortlybo established It la accessible 
from Dflltonganj by a motor blis semce 

LtaHgtii]. — A village Just south of the Daltonganj 
hfanatn road 10 miles east of Daltonganj It \vub fonudod 
by and u named after Mr^ Mattbou Lcabo Collector of 
Xtamgarh, who effected the deconninl sottlcmont with Thakurai 
Shiva Prushad Singh in 178^ At that tune a dotacliment 
of troopa waa quartered Loro und for that reason it is locally 
knoiMi 08 Ohhaum i e cot^tonniont From 1860 when 
Koronda was abandoned, till 1862 when Daltonganj was 
opened Desliganj was tho 'hcadquartera of tlio Pabmau 
ffubdimion The viHago contains a polite station located 
in on old military building that ^as b^tged in the Mutiny 
of 1667 a District Board bungalou and a tahul office of tho 
Government estate ' 

Mthuatfanr. — A village situated in the extreme south of 
the district in the Chbechhan volley It contains a Distnot 
Board bungalow, and a hospital and is tho headquarters of the 
Mahoadaur police station and of a Boman Cothohe misaion 
tlio genesis of which is related in chapter in The name 
of Father Debon will always bo associoted mth thjH miaaion 
ll was ho iVho buUt the bungalow ecliool and most remark 
aide tho church dedicated to St Joseph which is to this day 
the only church in tho diatnpt Thia building remains oa 
a striking memonal to the enthusiasm and skill of the Father 
Miles from any town or any road it was built bnek by bnck 
by the local com-erts under Ills inspiration and guidance 
No plan was mode or used The Father laboured with his own 
hands and gave verbal instmoiiODB to the converts To-day it 
stands as he left it 80 years ago a tali rod bnok bmldmg 
100 feet long 46 feet wido surmounted by a steeple 90 feet 
high and altogether a notable landmark m the valley 
J 

Huictii. — A Village 86 miles north-east of Daltonganj on 
the old Bihar Cotton road to Sherghati The headquarters 
of tho Manatu pohee stotion (population 84 076) are here 
also a District Board bungalow^ and a dispensary The garh 
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of Babu Paiyag]it Smgb, Mawai Salub of Manatu, is also iH 
the village The hill of Goralatka, with its tooth-like peak, 
a mile oi two west of the village, is visible foi many miles 

‘ Mankah. — A large village, 24 miles from Daltonganj on 
the Eanchi load The zammdars, a Cheio family, remained 
loyal dming the Mutiny, and their village was destroyed by 
the rebels A bazai is held heie on Piidays 

Mankeri Tappa. — k tappa m the south-east of the district, 
of which the greater jiart lies immediately south of Latehar 
and the Amauga river Many of the villages m it belong 
to the Government estate There is a small fort m the 
village of Narayanpui m tins tappa, of which it is said that, 
if any descendant of the proprietors approaches it, he will 
meet a sudden death there, because his foiefathers neglected 
to make the due offermgs to the soul of its founder It is 
consequently neglected and overgrown with jungle 

Nagar Untari. — See Untan 

Nawa. — A village 20 miles north of Daltonganj on the 
Harihaigan] road The village contams a Distnct Board 
bungalow 

Twelve miles south-east of this place is the village of 
Nawa Jaipur, where is the garh of the propnetors of the 
Deogan estate, who are the descendants of the Maharajas of 
- Pals u See the articles on Deogan and Jaipur, and the 
accc I of the oiigm of the estate in chapter PE 

Netarhat. — A plateau m the Government estate, m the 
extreme south of the district, the highest pomt of which rises 
to a height of 3,696 feet above sea level The base is formed 
of massive, felspathic gramte, which is exposed to within 
about 420 feet of the summit Lateiite then appears, and 
then boulders of trap withm 180 feet of the summit, after 
which laterite only is seen The plateau is about 4 miles long 
and 2^ miles broad, and its total area is about 7 square miles 
It IS m the form of a horseshoe open towards the west Down 
the centre flows a perenmal stream, 4he Pandra Naddi, which 
has been dammed up to form a lake from which the villagers’ 
rice fields are niigated further down it descends through a 
rocky gorge mto a valley which wmds round below the north 
face of the plateau, and eventually flows mto the Eoil at 
Eud The sides of the hill am covered m jungle, and there 
is also a considerable area of reseiwed forest on the north-west 
of the plateau itself. Most of summit is however open 
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nncf cnUimtc<l flionplHfwo ^mnll Parrod proven GlianH Rtrnn 
ond Ofanpn Rnmn were I^“fl on the norllicm ^ide an hobito- 
tlonn for ibc npintn of the wochI wlion tlio foropt wnn onpinally 
foiled Thr linmlel liP‘< on llio wnifhcm nido of tho Ptrenm 
lo tlio irrat of it in tlw GoVrmment form and ohovo it to tHo 
fast the vrooden flinlel of the Governor of tho Pronneo 
tho nmfltl dinpenparj* the hnUdinp oecanionallv uned an n poUoo- 
nfation tho two onpinal Oovemmenf bunpalowa the ghattcaU 
Imnpalow and at tljo end of the platcan where tho hill road 
reaclnn tho nummrt the Ininpnlow of tho Ranchi District 
Board Fnrlher mtmd on thr extreme verpo of tho platean 
orerlooVinp the \*nIIo) of tho Koil in tho bonpalow of tho 
Palamau Diniricl Board and farther mand nllll towards tho 
north is a forest Lunpalow Clone under the reserved forest 
on tho north and not far from wlrnt HO years opo was a tea 
parden is tho nmoll farm of a Puropean lady On the south 
lietarlat Is joined to tho inrper plateau of Paknpat bj a spur 
alonp nliieh runn tho road timt cUmbn tho hlH from below 
Tlda road joinn the r>3l«inlapn hfonvar road just short of 
Marwai and fo p^^os access to Ranrhi at all times Tlio 
hill can also he scaled on foot from Manvai or Bud or up tbo 
wentem face from Clihechltan Tlic femperuturo of Netarhat 
In approximatcl) G dcprccs cooler tlinn RaneJa all tho year 
round By ilaj in llw Iwt weather the cllmnto is hot but 
fresh, and the niphls pcnorally cool In October tbo chroalo 
in ideal by Clmstman it in cold 

Tlie buildinp on tlio plateau bos very httio disturbed the 
wild life of the hill TTerds of bison may bo seen pnudup 
on and around tlio plateau in tlio qurot lioum of tho morning 
and c\oning during tho Imt weather and within the last three 
years a tiger has been shot within a fow hundred yards of tlio 
farm Tho holes scraped by beam are a pitfall for unwary 
ndors and tttmlar nllll Itaunt tlio sides of tho hlU 
Netarhat in a place of peculiar dmrm wliich lias laid its spoil 
on many casual visitors The broexy down and tho song of 
the larks b> ilay and by night tho ntillness of tho jungle’' and 
the greot constellations swinging slowly overhead bring 
refrcaliment after tho dust and heat of tho plains 

Palamau — ^Palamau on tho Auranga nver 16 miles south 
east of Daltonganj an the crow flics from which the district 
takes Hb name is for tho historian and the aroliawlogist tho 
most Interesting place in tho district for It was for many 
years tho seat of the Choro chiefs and it eontalns the ruins of 



188 


PALAMAU. 


the two great forts built by them, the capture of which by 
th6 Mughals and latqj. by the British resulted in the collapse 
nf the Cheio resistance. The forts he within the reserved 
forest, and m order to preserve them the jungle has to be cut 
back at mteivals They are a favourite hamit of tigers, 
whose pug marks may nearly always be seen in and around 
the old fort The walls, winch are m fair preservation, are 
about 5 feet m thickness, and those of the old fort bear marks 
of cannon balls and bullets in many places In the new fort 
the Nagpur 1 gate is of gieat beauty It is said to have been 
imported at great expense by Medm Bar, the greatest of the 
Bajas of Palamau, aftei he had sacked the palace of the Maha- 
raja of Ohota Nagpur , but the side of the fort on which it was 
erected was declared to be unlucky, and the entrance was 
bricked up, the carving being left where it was The gate 
has now been opened and some of the adjoimng masonry has 
been demolished m order to preserve it The following 
account is taken fiom the Beport of the Archaeological Survey, 
Bengal Circle, for 1903-04 — “There are tvn forts at Palamau, 
inside the jungle, close to each other They are distmgmshed 
by the names of Puiana Kila and Naya Kila, although both 
appeal to be of about the same age The style of the walls 
and bmldmgs so closely resembles that at Bohtasgarh and 
Shergaih that both forts may safely be put down at the same 
time, VIZ , the begmnmg of the Mughal period The old fort 
18 of rectangular shape, about one mile m circumference The 
nround upon which it stands rises m terraces The higher 
rt IS divided from the lower one by a cross wall The walls 
e m places of considerable thickness, about 8 feet, the path- 
ly on the top between the battlements measunng 6 feet 
inches In other places they are thinner The four gates 
e strongly fortified with innei and outer courts and provided 
ith watch towers The outer battlements of the walls are 
ip-holed Inside are the remains of four two-stoned houses 
id a mosque with three domes The inner cross-wall has one 
bte, m fiont of which is a deep well cut out of the rocks with 
vaulted tunnel leading down to it The walls are built of 
ones and concrete, like those at Bohtasgarh and Shergarh 
he houses aie plastered ovei, and remains of paintings and 
ucco ornamentation are seen here and there In aU these 
spects, the buildings closely agree with those in the other 
11 foits, already referred to I observed one statue of a 
uddha close to the eastern gate and another broken Hindu 
■ Buddhist idol, but no temple was found by me 
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Tlio now fori huiH around the slopes of a conical hill 
Tlioro ore two lines of walls each making up a square The 
inner line clnptcrs around the peak of the lUll the outer lino 
18 somewhat lower down Tlio wall8 nro of the samoJdnd aa 
in tlio old fort Tlic outer walls arc of coniuderablo breadth 
tho passage along the roof between the battlements mcaeunng 
!•! feet and the total breadth amounting to 18 feet There 
nro no so|inralo htnldinga Insido (he enclosure but the walls 
have gnllonos oi>cn to the interior pomolimea of several 
storn^ Tlio most interesting object is a fine Btono<arved 
window nlKUil 1C feet high Tliere is nothing to match this 
ciflior at Tlohlasgnrh or fihergnrh TTie earring is distinctljr 
of the Mnglml l\pc Another similar inndow close to it Is 
broken and some walN near it also have fallen dowm and 
now block up tho passage so that it is difOcult to get a view 
of this excellent piece of carving 

o 

Palamau Pargana. — The largest of tlic fonr pargfln<u 
orrupying tho centre and fouth west of the district It was 
fonncrl} the mj of (he old Chcro Bajns of Palamau os is 
explained in diapfer \T 

PankI —A vilbgc 28 miles due east of Daltonganj It 
Is tlic headquarters of a police station l>^ng on the south bank 
of the Ainanot and m tho village tliero is also a Xhs^ct 
Board dispensary and bungalow Tlio Panki road which 
brandies off from tlio Manatu road near IvcsJlganj was not 
Iindged at tho time of writing 

Patan. — A village 15 miles norlh-cnst of Daltonganj 
containing a police station It is joincnl b> road with Dalton 
gonj but tho road is not bridged IhrooglKiut ond rrosscs that 
formidable obstacle the Amonat 

Pundag Tappa — A iappa m tho oast of tlie dretnet which 
roughly corresponds with tho jurisdiction of Panki police- 
station 

Rajhara—A village and railway station 10 miles north 
of Daltonganj TTero is situated tho oldest colliery of the 
Bengal Coal Co whidi was oponed in 1847 bnt is no longer 
worked 

Ranka — A village situated 14 miles poutli of Qarhwa 
with winch it is connected by a bndged road Population 
S 071 The village contains tha garh of the proprietors of 
the Ranks estate, a police station a District Board bungalow, 
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and a dispensary founded by the late Raja Gobind Prashad 
Singh of Ranka Tradition says that the name of Ranka is 
denved from the -fact that a former propnetor of the estate 
supported a large number of beggars (rank) 

The Ranka family is of the Surwar sept of Chandrabansi 
Rajputs (oi Chhatii Chandrabansi Gours), and its present 
head is Raja Girivar Prashad Smgh He is a descendant of 
that Puran Mai the first Di-wan of Palamau, who with his 
descendants played so prominent a part m the history of the 
district Like their relatives, the Champur family Cqv), 
the Thakurais of Ranka have given loyal assistance to the 
British since the conquest of Palamau In 1780 Thakurai 
Shiva Piashad Smgh helped Major Crawford in restormg order 
in the district, and in 1802 he served m the' Sirguja campaign 
under Colonel Jones Por some years he was the virtual ruler 
of the district and it was with him as manager on behalf of the 
mmor, Chuiaman ifai, that the decenmal settlement was 
concluded His giandson, Thakurai Kishun Dayal Smgh, 
rendered good service in the Mutiny of 1857 and w^as rewarded 
with the grant of 21 villages, a khillat, and the title of Rai 
Bahadur The title of Raja was conferred on the late 
Thakurai Gobind Prashad Smgh as a personal distinction m 
1907, and the same title was confened on his son, the present 
Raja Gnivar Piashad Singh, in 1922 The estate extends over 
lather more than 400 square miles 

Rud. — A small village m the Government estate below 
ith-east face of Netarhat Theie is a foiest bungalow 
1 the valley of the Pandia Naddi, behind which is one 
favourite beats for tigei m the district Rud hes on the 
Lom Gaiu to Marwai, but the load is unbiidged and 
able in the lains 

itbarwa. — A village 17 miles from Daltonganj along 
ncbi load It contams the rums of some old temples, 
an impoitant tiade centre with a weekly market on 
isdays 

lahpur . — See Daltonganj 

ma Tappa. — The tappa which hes in the augle formed 
Roil wheie it changes its course from a northerly to 
31 Iv diiection between Rud and Gain It includes also 
at Tins IS peihaps the most jjicturesque part of the 
distiict A laige part of it belongs to the Govermnent 
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8lrho Tdppa —Tlio irninll tnppa in which Gorhwa is 
situated 

Sonpuro — A on tlw noiilh hank of tlic Bon aiwut 3 

mile* sitoxo if« junction with tho Koil Population in 1021 
1^35 hnt pinco then it liai derrei<e<l os Iho result of tho flood 
tlml dcrafitntod llio \ilbpe in 1021 In this rillnpo is the i;rtr/i 
of the propnetors of tlie Boiipnni or Ilcinn estate tlio present 
proprietor hcin/j Balm Bi^mhlianinth Bain Tlio ongin of 
llin famil) occordinc to family tradition is traced hack to 
a certain Baja Nsr Nnrt>an wlio n^^idcd at Mahuli in tho 
distncl of Gorakhpur Baja Bom KorajTin tlio 9th of the 
hno inlprato<l to SInhahnd wlure he ohtainctl jiossoftsion of 
perganai Cimin|Rir and Chau^a nnd cstahlinhed his family 
seat at Ton Bliap\anpur Tlio<< fxtfgatMx wore fpTjntcd as 
a rowanl for pcssl WTrieo to the aneestor of tlic jircsont Bop 
of Bhapwanjiar hv tlw lllli Ilajn Dlinmla Pmtajw who tlien 
went to Bolitofl^Tirii and rulM there Tlim is premimahly tho 
Baja wlio is mentioned in the insrnptions at Bolilo parh and 
elHcwhcTC nferred to at the lieplnninp of chapter H At tha 
licpinninp of tito IBtli eenton Kindm Bain who is said to 
Iiava Iiecn (lie (KHh of the lino aeqairod tho porgntw* of Jopla 
and Bolaunja by a innnd from the 1 mperor of Delln ond 
mipnited to Bonpnm whort his descendants liavc rcBldod 
ever since Tiro famil> hove records in their rossession doting 
back to the time of the Mughal government ond tho carl) days 
of Bnlish role \Mrou tho Bntrah forco marclicd Into Slrguja 
in 1801 under Colonel Jones it woa joined by a doLochmeDt 
under Baja Bliuji Nath Bahi of Sonjrura and Captain 
Bouglisedgo acknowledged lus scmces with tiro remark tliat 
from be^nniDg to end Iro fought under mo and oBsisted mo 
in every cngoganient oocomj^nicd by his own armed raon and 
forco A letter from tlio Marquis of Wcilealoy dated August 
1803 shows tliat tho Baja was directed to guard Uio passes 
iu lus catato against an) forco tliat might bo sent by Bagboji 
Blionsla and somo )car8 liter ho was directed by tho Marquis 
of Uastinga to guarf them against tho Pmdans displaying 
luB usual zeal and bravery Tho fanuly has long sinco lost 
tho greater jmrt of its estates and what romalns was until 
recently managed under llio Encumbered Estates Act by tho 
Deputy Commissioner Tiro estate oxtoads over 8G0 squoro 
miles bnt much of H is in tho bauds of mukarrandaTS 

Taleya Tapjia. — A tappa on tbo west bonk of the Koil, 
opposite Daltonganj ond contolmng the village of Obalnpar 
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The northern half is well cultivated, and the southern half 
IS chiefly jungle 

Tappa Tappa. — A small tappa between the Banchi road 
and Ton Pargana, which mcludes the village of Latehar 

Tori Pargana. — A pargana in the south-east comer of the 
distnct, conteiminous with the revenue tliana of Balumath, 
and mcluding an aiea of 666 square miles It forms part of 
the estate of the Maharaja of Chota Nagpur, by whom it was 
given, as explamed m chaptei XI, to his half-brother as 
a maintenance giant It was mcluded m the district of 
Palamau when it was formed m 1892 

Untari. — A village m the north-west of the distnct, 24 
miles by road west of Garhwa Population m 1921 1,961 
It contams a pohce station, Distnct Board bungalow, and 
dispensary mamtamed by the Bhaiya Sahib of Untan, whose 
garh is also m the village The tappa of Untan occupies the 
comer between the Kanhar nvei, the Mnzapui boundary, and 
the Garhwa-Untan road The family of the Bhaiya Sahib 
of Untan is a bianch of the Sonpura family of Suryabansi 
Bajputs, bemg descendants of an elder wife of the 44th Baja 
of Sonpura Her son lost his nght to succeed to Sonpura 
through bemg absent on a pilgrimage when his father died 
On his return he was given an estate m Belaunja with the 
title of Bhaiya or brothei The third Bhaiya subdued Untan 
under the orders of the Mughal Emperor at the end of the 
17th century and received it from the Emperor as a rent free 
‘jagn This grant was confirmed by the British Government 
a hundred years latei {See also chaptei XI ) Nagar Untari, 
to give the village its full title, is an impoitant centre of local 
trade, with a weekly bazar on Tuesdays and an annual fair 
m March 
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TABI/E V 


ttST or UIBCETS. 

{Uiid KCtlly except at tiav* otierv^e t» eeluan 3 ) 


row-ftoUM 

btu. 

Pt;«fwHk, 

1 

> 

S 

PlUoBgloJ •». 

A^r M 


Moodiy 


CbAlfipor ^ 


Salonitr 


Cbtodo 


Tbcrtda/ 


CbaogA BftObdib 


SoihIaj 


DtUonifaej 


Wedondtjr 


DbtWft 


Stodaj 


fTatir 


Taeadtj 


Kirar* 




r«Uirm 


Boulaj 

J 

Poipot 


Twiday 


St libit 

- 

Uooday 


fiatbtm » 

" 

WcdDfad y 


ubtWti » 


Uoeday 


DbtB^EBIl 


Friday 


nants* » 


Taeaday 


Lcaligtaj 


Btnday 


RitTnagT 


Toetday 


TetMir ^ 

“ 

Skitorday 

Pialct 

Dawtrilia »«• 


Satarday 


HarlMag ^ 


Wedneaday 


Koinral «, 

“ 

Saturday 
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PAiAliAU 


TABLE y—conld. 


Police station 

'Pillage in wbtoh held. 

Day of week. 

1 

I 

3 

Panki— co«cW. 


Nawagarh 



Moilday. 



Panki 

• •• 

• •• 

Fndey, 



Tetrain 



Tuesday, j 

Garhwft 


Baoda 

••t 

• at 

1 

Friday, ^ 



Garliwa 

• •• 

tM 

Thoruday, Fnday and Saturday 



Jarhi 

» * 

• • 

Fiiday. 



Lakhna 

••• 


Saturday. 

s 


Meral 

% • 

1 

Sunday, 



Batvadlh 

••• 

•» 

Saturday. 



Obra 

• M 

• •• 

■Sunday. 



Peska 


• • 

Wednesday. 



Sonchara 

• 

f • 

Saturday 

Uotan t.f 

«tt 

Bigbunpura 


• 

Monday. 



Dburki 

» 

• •• 

Friday. 



Nagar Untan 


• f* 

Tuesday. 



Bamna 


• • 

Wednofcduy. 

Banka 


Bhaun 


« • 

Sunday. 



Chiiiia 

• 

• 

Tuesday. 



Kanjra 


• •• 

Monday 



Puregara 

... 


Do 



Batnkatida 

« • 

« 

Tuesday. 



Banka 



Tuesday and Saturday. 



Eanpnra 



Monday. 


■ 

Scwadih 

• f* 

• tt 

Sunday. 
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TABLE V— co.W 



vttkf«U«*U*kMd. 

D«T 

i 

t 

$ 

BbsadurU 

B«r(&rb 

SutiUj 

CbbttUrpor . 

CbbatUrpar ». 

Totidjj 


KCTkl 

WedcMdAj 


NtadQiA M •« 

B«tanUy 


HmUni « 

TIinndAjr 


Seitgu] M 

Pr1d*j 

Tlkn^sTitm^ M 


Uof>dAj tbd Ftld*j 

1 

PIpr* 

1 

W*w&Md*x 

P«t*n 

Chandoltftr ^ 

Stf&jAJ 


Ddhl ^ ! 

PrUkX 


Imlt w 

Bo. 


JAngbetl M 

AV*i3DC«d«x 


KuU>Ltr M M 

Tb««dAy 


Kiibaopqr m 

SktonUj 


Limtp«tn to* .to 

SoodA/ 


Niw* 

Td*«1«j 


VtiU to. to. 1 

Uood«x 


PiUo „ 1 



8*l« to. to. 

Bo. 

BUn.mpmr ««* 

BlntttpQT to* to 

findftx 


Gubk to to. 

TmUj 


K»»* to. to 

TlAdoMdax 


Bajhin to to. 

8«Ad«x 


8lgrfgi to. to. 

8U«rd*j 
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tAlAitit. 

TABLE V^contd. 


Pollce-sltttion 

Vlllago In which held. 

1 

Day of weet'’ 

1 

1 

2 j 

1 3 

Manniu ... 

1 

1 

• • 

Chak 

••• 

• •• 

Wednesday. 



Kasmar 

• •• 

0 

Monday. 


1 

1 

Korda 

* 

• •• 

Tuesday. 


» 

Loharei 


• •• 

Wednesday. 



Manatu 

• •• 

• •• 

Do. 



Padraa 

••• 


Monday, 



Tarbnsi 

• •• 

* 

Thnraday 

Husatnabad 


Dangwar 

• •• 

• •• 

Monday and Friday, v 



Haidamagor 

• •• 

• •• 

Tuesday. 



Hufaioabad 



Sunday and Thursday. 



Kosbiara 

• •• 

• •• 

Saturday. 



Mubaratnadganj 


Sunday. 



Panra 



Thursday. 



Poldih 

#«• 

• 

1 

Sunday and Wednesday. 

Blmunathpur 

• •• 

Arsah 


• •• 

Thursday. 



Bardiba 

• •• 

«4« 

Sunday. 



Kami 


00 * 

Friday. 



Kelar 

• •• 

• •• 

1 

Do. 



Kbaraundba 

• •• 

• •• 

Thursday 



Kbaramidbl 


*«• 

Saturday. 



Kufibnba 

• •• 

t « 

Tuesday. 



Ma3hnon 

• •• 


Wednesday. 



Morbny 

i 


1 

Saturday. 





Tables 
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TABLE V—eonid 


TmviUiUik IxU. 


Kni _ 


BahiauUi 


BtfwaU 

KsAl 

Korfd „ 

lAtefau- 
Uftalbi 
NuQodag 
N*w»gwh ^ 

BtfVBdQi M 

Ktit 

liifc 

Kftvadih 

Pokhtri 

BihibhABg 
Bthmutb 
Ealttugw (B4la) 
BfciUtu 

Ohim ^ 

HezliAoj 

HoUng ^ 

l«ta „ 

UvpA 

Uarvp 


Safida^ 

Pridaj 

Thandaj 

Towdaj 

FrUftj 

Uofid«j 

Satnrdaj 

Mondaj 

Friiiy 

TaMdajr 

Friday 

Thariday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

Tu«day 

Saturday 

Huuday 

Do. 

Boiiday 

Wediwaday 

Bo 

TliAraday 

Do. 
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Palamau. 


TABLE Y-concld. 


FoIioo'Btatlon 

Village In whloh held 

Day of week. 

1 

3 i 

3 

Balumath— concld 

Patratn 

TYednesdsy. 


Phulsn .. ... 

Thursday. 


Serandag 

Wednesday 


Seregara 

Sunday. 

\ 

Sibil 

Wednesday 

Chandwfl 

Bhirila (Snsang) , I 

Sunday ^ 


i 

•• j 

Monday 


Chotar 

Wednesday 


Haraya (Chandwa) 

Friday 


Loharsi . 

Tuesday and Saturday. 


• 

Rampur 

Tliursday. 

1 

3Iahaadaiir 

Gothgaon 

Friday 


Mahuadanr 

Monday. 

Garu . . 

Sarjii 

Friday 





INDEX 


A 

Abort giul< 

ranc. 

CO 

B 

Dabuan 

lUIga tbo 

BalpaAa 

Paak. 

» 

40 

Admlotfirtllon cd juittco 

ICft 

141 

AgtrUi 

107 

Balomath 

1C9 176 

Aghaol crop 

07 

Bamboo* 

87 IBS 

AgrteuUanl Ubourcrt 

100 

Bamboo* transport of 

8 ISO 

AgricoUart] populatko 
llc«oarcc« ot 

I**© 

Dandba 

03 

Agrktilttrrtl atock 

100 1 

Bank co-op«rtUTo 

ISO 

Agrtootture 

01 1 

Bank tavlngi 

151 

Agrtouliuro ponoM 


Bank! rirtr 

9 

oectrpW In 

190 

Barahaxar 

21 G1 

AgrtcutUrtsU toasa 

ICo 


81 ITfl 

Ahtn 

OD 

Barcsanr tappa 

170 

AUn . 

00 

Bargarb 

170 

Alls agar 

175 1 

Bari Uppa 

170 

Amaoat Hrar 

0 

Barko) tappa 

170 

AmLar ^p5 

ns 1 

Darioj 

90 

Animals wQd 

11 

lUUl 

126 

Animism 

51 

Dathana 

100 

Anlmlsta 

£1 

Banxito 

140 

ArboriffolUiro 

00 

Daxaara 

142 197 

Area oI cuIUTaUon 

« 

Begari 

IM 

Ariiaons wages ot 

152 

Deggara 

142 

Arts 

M2 

Balaunja 

40 

Aaaoaament to local ecae 

AsMtaiDenl monlelpal 

lOX 

171 

Bolcunja pargana 

Boora onltiTatlon 

ISO 170 

104 

Aaaommont of rent 
■jvteint of 

m 

Bella 

61 82 

Atbaraliaiar 

n 

Bhadat crop 

97 


140 

Bbagwai Bal 

22 

Auran^ rirer 

i 

Bhaija Bahlb of Cbbeek 
biri 

no 


ii 






Page. 

Bhaiya Satiib of TJutari 

« 

• 

k 

192 

Bhandaria .... 

• 

• 

• 

176 

Bhaoli system .... 


• 


124 

Bhaunathpur .... 


• 

• 

176 

Bhogtas .... 

• 

• 

• 

35, 58 

Bhojpun dialect . . 




46 

Bhumhars . . . 

• 


• 

63 

Bhmyas ... 

• 


• 

66 

Bijka bill 


• 


5 

Birds . . . . 


• 

• 

16 

Birjias . . . 


• 

* 

64 

Bir]ias, dialect of 




46 

Bit Kuar . . 

• 

• 

• 

66, 66 

Birtb-rate 


• 

• 

71 

Bisrampur . ... 

• 

• 

• 

177 

Bisrampur estate . . 

• 

« 

• 

81 

Blmdness .... 

• 

• 

• 

76 

Board, District 

• 

• 

• 

169 

Boards, Dmon 

« 

• 

« 

170 

Bobla bazaar . . 

« 

• 

• 

142 

Botany 

• 

• 

• 

12 

Boundaries of district . 

• 

• 

• 

2 

Bowel complamts . . 

• 


• 

76 

Brahmans . . 

• 


• 

69 

Bridge, settlement of 





Mr ... 



• 

166 

British, first mtervention 





of .... 



. 

29 

British, conquest by . . 

• 

• 

• 

80 

Buba system 

• 

• 

• 

106 

Bullock carts, no of . . 

• 

• 

• 

149 

Burba Pahar . . . 

• 


• 

6 

Burhi Naddi . . 

• 

• 

• 

8 

Bus services . . . 


• 

• 

160 

Busmess 


« 


141 

Business, places of . . 


• 

. 

142 


c 



Page. 

Calamities, natural . 

• * 

• 

107 

Camac, Captain . . . 

• 4 

4 

29 

Carts, bullock, no of 

4 4 

« 

149 

Cash rents, see Bents 




Castes 

• • 

• 

66 

Catechu . ... 

• 

• 

132 

Catechu, manufacture of 

• • 

. 

143 

Cattle . . ... 

• 

• 

106 

Cement works . . . 

• • 

* 

140 

Census . . . 

• • 


42 

Cess, local 

• 


165 

Cereals . . . 

• • 


100 

Champur 


• 

40, 177 

Champur, Eajas of 

• 


178 

Chamars . . . 

• • 

• 

• 69 

Chandwa . . . 

• • 

• 

178 

Chaukidars, village . 

* 


167 

Chero Baj . . . 



22, 153 

Chero Bajas . . 

» • 

• 

22 

Cheros 

• 

• 

86, 61 

Cheros, history of . . 


• 

20 

Chhattarpur . . 

• • 

• 

178 

Chhattisa system of rent 




assessment 

• 

• 

121 

Chhattisgarhi dialect 

• 


45 

Chhechhan 

• 2, 

6, 

63, 118 

Chhechhan, Bhaiya 




Sahib of 

• • 


179 

Chhechhan tappa 

• 


179 

Cholera 

• • 

• 

75 

Chota Nagpur, Maharaja 




of ... 

• • 

• 

160 

Chnstian missions . v 

> • 

• 

63 

Chnstians, no of . . . 

% • 

• 

53 

Churaman Bai .... 

• • 

• 

81, 168 


Dacoitlo* 


160 


Dftbft gjttcm ol cultlrft* 
ilOQ 


Dalton gtcj 
Daltooginj ooalflold 
Daltooganj munleipality 
Danabandi 
Danro river 
Daud Khan 


Death rate 

Doconnlal aoUlomcmk 
Dohoo Fathor 
Dozoa 

DoDtiij of popoUUoo 
Doo Daja of 
Doogan 
Doogan oeiato 
Dbanlhok 


101 
40 170 
180 
170 
125 
0 
25 


Davidaoo aottlomont of 
Dr 


161 

71 

163 167 
C3 185 
178 
48 

83 163 
180 


DiairbxBa 
DUrwmr the 
DLtoaaca 
Diapemaarioe 
Diatrtot board 
DiWaiooa of diatriot 
Doudhs 







IT 


E 

Education 

Education by rebgion . 

Education, female . . 

Education, Inspectors of 

Education, persons 
occupied in ... 

Educational institutions 

Elections to Legislative 
Council . ... 

Elections, District board 

Elections, municipal 

Elections, TJmon boa^d 

Emigration .... 

Encumbered estates 

Epidemic, influenza 

Estate, Government . . 

Estates, Encumbered . 

Excise 

Exports 

Extension of cultivation 

Eye, diseases of ... . 

F 

Fair rent settlement . . 

Fairs . 

Fammos 

Fauna 

Foraalo education 
Femes . .... 

Feudal system . . . 

Fever 

Fireelny, Ttajharn . . . 

ri«l. 

riwl, Son 






GoTornmact Eitsto 
(oUlcmcni of f&lt 
rent* In 

GoTominant E i i > t e 
tUS omplojod in 
Qorenuncnl Loool Sdf 
Qnhvn Xiont. 

Grun 

Ortphito 

Qraxlng 

Gena training of 

H 

Haidamagar 
Handlooma 
Hand wearing 
Ha r g aih w a ehinnel 
Harihargin] 

HartaU iTttam of rent 

aaaoaamont 

Hathlya nim 
Healib pablio 
Horbanj 
HUea 
High Bchool 
Hma 

Hindi language 
HIndolam popular 
Hlndua 
Hlatory 

Hooonuy magiairatoa 

HoapHala 

Hoateh 

HtAapilngi 

Hcmaea 

Homlditj 

Htiaainabad 


]2t 

i 

ICO 103 
100 
30 

w 

140 
100 
173 1 

183 

137 

IftO 

m 

162 

122 
18 03 
71 
182 

141 
173 

C 

46 

40 

40 

10 

160 

76 

1'’4 

11 

66 

18 

183 


Ilutar 

Tlutor oeal&old 

I 

TIaradara 

Immigration 

Imports 

Tncldcnee of rent 
Io<*ocne«tax 
Indebted neat 

Industry p o r a o n a 
oceupicd In 
lofinnltica 
Tnfluenia cpidmlc 
Inapeolon of cdocaHon 
loalltatloni cdocatlonal 

Hi<itn»Uoo peraoca 
oceupied in 
Inraaioca of Hriilab 
Inrasiotra of Cbcroa 
Inraaioca of llii hammo . 

dwr>» 

Iron vo r k cra 
Irrigated area 
Irrigollon 

d 

Jagirdan 1 

Jail Ealtoogan} 

Jalpoz 

Japla 

Japla eomont works 
Japla pargant 
Jesuit tnlsalec 
JoUhaa 
Jungle 
Jungle fmlta 


JPaoE. 

183 

1» 

IC7 

48 

141 

122 

IM 

130 

186 

71 

71 118 
174 
173 

143 

20 

21 

23 

137 

W 

03 120 

163 ice 158 

lee 180 

183 

40 160 183 
J40 
160 
53 165 
63 
78 

JOS 107 


Joatiee 

of 


admin la trstloD 


VI 


K 


Page 



Page 




Kundri lac farm . . . 

• • • 


87 

Kahars .... 

• • 

... 59 








Kutku - 

. . 2 

8, 

184 

Kala-azar 

• 

... 74 





Kamiaa .... 

• 

132 

L 




Kanliar nver . . 


• • . 8 








Labour, forced • . 

• • 


134 

Kann . . . 


188 








Labour supply . . . 

89, 

136, 

142 

Kanwadan system 

of 






rent assessment 


121 

Labour, wages of 

• 


132 

Karanpura coalfield 

• 

... 140 

Labomrbrs, agricultural 

• • • 


186 

Kararbar channel 


... 94 

Labourers, general . . 

• • • 


142 

Kararbar nver 

• 

9 

Lao 

128, 131, 111 

Kath .... 

• 

. . . 132, 143 

Lao-bearmg trees . 

• 


144 

Kechld .... 

• • 

81, 87, 160, 183 

Lac, cultivation of 

87, 

128, 

144 

Kerb .... 

• • 

... 184 

Xj&c {&nii k • • • • 

• • 


87 

Khair trees . . 

• • 

. . . 182, 148 

Lac, manufacture of 

• * • 


145 

Kbaira bill . . 

• • 

... 6, 184 

Lac rents . . . 

• • • 


181 

Khaira tappa . 

• « 

162, 176, 184 

Ladi • • 

» • • 


184 

Elairatdars . . 

• • 

... 168 

Land, classification of 

• • 


95 

Kharwars . . . 

« 

19, 67 

Land Improvement 







Xjo&hs • * • • 

• 


105 

Khas Mabal, see Govern- 






ment Estate. 



Land revenue 

• • • 


165 

Kborposbdars . . 

• • 

158 

Land revenue adminis- 







tration 



162 

Killa, Palamau 

• • 

... 188 








Landlords, relations of, 




Kitai system of 

rent 


with tenants 



123 

assessment 

• 

. . 122 





Koa 

• 

182, 146 

Language . . . . 



45 




li&i) • • • • • 



184 

Koil river . . . 


2, 6, 8, 160 








Latchar . . 



184 

Koiris . . . 


... 60 








Latehar hill 

. • * 


6 

Kol rebellion 


... 34 








Latehar subdivision 



163 

Koranda . . . 


84 

• 




Eorwas . . 


... 62 

Law, profession of 

• 


142 




Legislative Council, 




Kot ... 

• 

184 

representation m 

• 


171 

Kot tappa . . . 


184 

Lesbe, Mr . . . 

31, 163, 

157, 

185 

Kotam hill . . 

• • 

6 

Lcsliganj 


35, 

185 

Kumandih . . 

• • 

6, 83, 184 

Licences, excise . . 

. . . 


164 




plot. 


Plot. 

UtfTMJf 


IW 

Modleal InstltoUcna 

76 

liUgalioti 


ICO 

Medical practlUonera 

142 

Ijoint 


lOi 

Medical stflttstlcs 

71 19i, 

Local coti 


l&a 

Mcdnl Ilal 

23 188 

Local Sclf-OoTcrnmcfll 


ICO 

Middle schools 

178 

Looms 


130 

Migration 

43 

M 



Minerals 

10 137 140 

Msgshl dlslrd 

• 

4s» 

Mines cool 

138 

)ktsl]t]ani tee Iz^dcblcd 



MImJoo C b a r 0 b of 


D«SS. 



Cbrht 

St 




MIixdoQ Jesuit at 

S3 18^ 

Ksgpur 


ICO 

Mabuadonr 

Mshtos in OoTcmmcnt 



Mono; ^>rd era 

ISl 

Eclsto 


ISO 

Motor sonricca 

160 

Mshus 

8S 10" 

nc 

Mohammad gao) 

160 

Utbat tiTCS 


130 

Muhammadan InTaslons 

23 

Malmsd&nr 


18^ 

Muhammadan rule 

27 

Msbusduir mlttloD 


63 

Mohammad anism 

62 

M&huadtar MtUemcnt 




62 

of fair r ots Id 


123 

Muhammadans educa 


Mtlzc 


00 

Uon of 

174 

Miikal 


00 

Mukarraridan 

150 

Malaria 


73 

Mondas 

03 

Mala 


21 

Mundaa dialect o! 

46 

Majoata 


185 

Monldpal water<«appl 7 

171 

Maoalu Mawmr Bahlb of 


180 

MooSeipalit^ Dalton 

MuniU 

ITO 

167 

Mankah 

40 

185 

Mankcri tappa 


IBO 

Uutlnj TpJUn ol 1857 

85 

Manoiaotoro of eutcb 


143 



ManofaeUiro of lao 


145 



142 

107 

Kagar Untari 

180 

Markets 



100 

Nagcalaa 

04 




Kagpurla dialect 

45 

Material coodlUoc ot 



60 

population 


120 

Namodag 

Mawar Bahib o! Manaiu 


180 

Narajanpur 

180 

Means of eommtmloatloQ 


140 

Katural oalamiUca 

107 



YUl 





Page 



Page 

Navigation . . 

• * 

• 

. . 8, 150 

Pargana Ton . . . . 

. 160, 

165, 192 

Nawa . . . . 

• * 

• 

. . 186 

Parganas, the four 

• « • 

8, 162 

Nawabs of Japla 

• • 


. . 28, 159 

Parhaiyas 

• • • 

64 

Notarhat . . . 

« • 

• 

. 3, 90, 186 

Panadan system of rent 







assessment . . . . 


121, 154 

Night schools 

• • 

• 

173 




• 

Nilambar Sahi . . 

• • 

« 

35 

Parry, Mr 

• • 

82 





Pasturage . ... 

• • • 

106 

0 











Patan . . . 

• « • 

189 • 

Occupancy raiyats 

• • 

• 

. 120, 129 

Pattidari system of rent 



Occupations . . 


• 

130 

assessment .... 

• • 

121 

OEBces, post . . 


- 

. . 151 

Physical features . 

• • • 

2 

Ofiices, telegraph 


• 

. . 151 

Pitambar Sahi . 

• • • 

35 

Oilseeds . 

• • 


. . 100 

Plague 

• • 

76 

Ojha, the . . . 

« 


. . 49 

Police administration 


167 

Omnibus services 

• 

« 

150 

Police-stations . . . 

. 

162, 163 

Opium .... 

• 

« 

. . 104 

Population, agricultural, 


ion 

Oraons .... 

• • 

« 

. . 00 

resources of . . 

• • 


Oraons, histoi^ of 

« 

« 

19 

Population, density of 

• * * 

43 

Orders, money 

• • 

• 

151 

Population, variation of 

• • 

42 

P 




Post offices 

• • * 

151 

Palnranu, formation of 



Pratap Eai 

. 22, 

23, 24 

district of . . 

« 

• 

. . 40 
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